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The Mosaico de los Amores positively confirms A Thing of Beauty is a Joy Forever.

However, historians aren't always overjoyed when A Thing of Beauty is unearthed.

Once upon a time Cástulo was a prospering city associated with lead and silver mining.



Nowadays, from a distance, Cástulo is just an undistinguished flat hilltop.

Cástulo is also remarkably undistinguished in Wikipedia.

Castulo was an Iberian town and bishopric near modern Linares.

Evidence of human presence since the Neolithic period has been found there. 

It was the seat of the Oretani, an Iberian tribe which settled in the vicinity in the north of 
the Guadalquivir River beginning in the sixth century BC. 

According to tradition, a local princess named Himilce married Hannibal, gained the 
alliance of the city with the Carthaginian Empire.

In 213 BC, Castulo was the site of Hasdrubal Barca's crushing victory over the Roman 
army with a force of roughly 40,000 Carthaginian troops plus local Iberian mercenaries.

Thereafter the Romans made a pact with the residents of city - who then betrayed the 
Carthaginians - and they became foederati (allied people) of Rome.



Its medieval name was Cazlona. It lost importance even more when Andalusia fell under 
Islamic rule in the Middle Ages, and at the same time the nearby village of Linares grew 
because of its strong castle - first built as an Arab fortress, then rebuilt by the Christians after
the Reconquista -  overlooking the city. 

In 1227 the walls of Castulo were destroyed, and the town was depopulated shortly 
afterwards.

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Castulo 

Enthusiasm for Cástulo is only expressed in the French and Spanish versions of Wikipedia.

The site of the Ibero-Roman city of Cástulo, five kilometers from Linares, comprises a 
vast archeological area of 3,123 hectares belonging to the municipal term of this population 
and those of Lupión and Torreblascopedro. 
...
Located on the right bank of the river Guadalimar, the city was one of the main urban 
centers of the peninsular south during the antiquity, for its extension and for its strategic 
position as a communications node and privileged access to the mining resources of Sierra 
Morena.

20 Minutos -  26 July 2011
http://www.20minutos.es/noticia/1120094/0/

http://www.20minutos.es/noticia/1120094/0/
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Castulo


Another of the findings is a monumental sculpture of a lion of stone of 1.20 by 0.90 
meters and a ton of weight, that would be located, presumably next to another similar, 
flanking a northern access of the city that could have been in functioning from the 
Carthaginian domination until the beginning of the first century.

https://es.wikipedia.org/wiki/C%C3%A1stulo

https://es.wikipedia.org/wiki/C%C3%A1stulo


There are also two lamps, in the area identified as the market, which present the symbol of 
the menorah, along with other fragments that show this Jewish symbol, which could 
indicate the existence in Cástulo of a Jewish community….
…
Other remarkable discoveries are a large cistern of the period, and a set of fragments of 
carved glass, belonging to a patena of the fourth century that shows one of the earliest 
representations of Christ.

Made of glass of greenish tonality, patena measures 22 cm in diameter and 4 cm in height, 
retains 80% of its volume and shows by means of the sgraffito technique a beardless Jesus 
and curly hair in the Alexandrian style, which holds a gemstone cross in the right hand 
and the Holy Scriptures on the left, and which is flanked by two apostles, possibly Peter and 
Paul. 

The scene is framed between two palm trees, a traditional allegory of the beyond in 
Christian iconography;

https://es.wikipedia.org/wiki/C%C3%A1stulo

https://es.wikipedia.org/wiki/C%C3%A1stulo


This is probably because there are a few issues with the historical narrative.

These issues are generally overlooked in polite academic circles.

1) How was Cástulo so effectively levelled and buried under two metres of dirt and rubble?



2) Why do pre-Roman coins struck in Cástulo display a strong Indo-Greek influence?

See: https://malagabay.wordpress.com/2016/07/24/p-n-oak-chips-of-vedic-society/

https://malagabay.wordpress.com/2016/07/24/p-n-oak-chips-of-vedic-society/


3) Why do artefacts found in Roman Cástulo depict Greek imagery?

Archaeologists working in the archaeological site of Cástulo de Linares (Jaén), dependent 
on the Ministry of Culture, have found a Erote, winged god of love, engraved in a rock 
crystal that measures in its long side 16 mm and dated to the first century.

They locate in the deposit of Cástulo a glass jewel engraved with a Erote
Europa Press - 1 July 2015
http://www.europapress.es/andalucia/fundacion-cajasol-00621/noticia-cultura-localizan-
yacimiento-castulo-joya-cristal-grabado-erote-perteneciente-siglo-20150701140658.html

The Erotes are a collective of winged gods associated with love and sexual intercourse in 
Greek mythology… The Erotes became a motif of Hellenistic art, and may appear in 
Roman art in the alternate form of multiple Cupids or Cupids and Psyches.

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Erotes

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Erotes
http://www.europapress.es/andalucia/fundacion-cajasol-00621/noticia-cultura-localizan-yacimiento-castulo-joya-cristal-grabado-erote-perteneciente-siglo-20150701140658.html
http://www.europapress.es/andalucia/fundacion-cajasol-00621/noticia-cultura-localizan-yacimiento-castulo-joya-cristal-grabado-erote-perteneciente-siglo-20150701140658.html


4) Why do Roman mosaics in Cástulo depict striking Indo-Greek symbolism?

Gigapan - Mosaico de los Amores imágenes by ForvmMMX
http://gigapan.com/gigapans/129300 [high resolution - mosaic elements] 

Gigapan - Mosaico de los Amores imágenes by ForvmMMX
http://gigapan.com/gigapans/128754 [high resolution - complete mosaic]

http://gigapan.com/gigapans/128754
http://gigapan.com/gigapans/129300


5) Why do Roman mosaics in Cástulo depict Greek mythological narratives?

The mosaic, called Mosaico de los Amores by its discoverers, measures 12 by 6 meters and 
shows geometrical motifs around two mythological scenes in the center, the Paris trial and 
the myth of the goddess Selene and Endymion

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Castulo

Paris, also known as Alexander, the son of King Priam and Queen Hecuba of Troy, appears 
in a number of Greek legends.

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Paris_(mythology)

The Judgement of Paris is a story from Greek mythology, which was one of the events 
that led up to the Trojan War and (in slightly later versions of the story) to the foundation of 
Rome.

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Judgment_of_Paris

In Greek mythology, Selene is the goddess of the moon. 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Selene

In Greek mythology, Endymion, was variously a handsome Aeolian shepherd, hunter, or 
king who was said to rule and live at Olympia in Elis, and he was also venerated and said 
to reside on Mount Latmus in Caria, on the west coast of Asia Minor.

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Endymion_(mythology)

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Endymion_(mythology
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Selene
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Judgment_of_Paris
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Paris_(mythology
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Castulo


In fact, Cástulo makes it easy to believe the Roman Empire was really Indo-Greek.

See: https://malagabay.wordpress.com/2016/07/07/catastrophic-english-india-in-greece/

In this regard, remember that, until the discovery of Castulo pavement, the representation 
of the famous legend of the “Judgment of Paris” was documented in only two Hispanics 
mosaics - that of the villa “Alcaparral” in Casariche (Sevilla) and another discovered in 
Noheda (Cuenca), of the fourth century A.D. -, in Caesarea mosaic in the Museum of 
Cherchel (Algeria), in Sarmizegetusa pavement (Romania) and in two of the Eastern 
Empire, the Atrium House at Antioch, in the first half of the second century A.D., and the 
Baths of Cos, between the late second and early third century A.D..

Written and Visual Culture About the Mosaic of Castulo
Maria Luz Neira Jiménez - JMR 8, 2015   61-79
http://dergipark.gov.tr/download/article-file/294118

An Indo-Greek Empire with a rich cultural heritage.

Heracles was both hero and god, as Pindar says heroes theos; at the same festival sacrifice 
was made to him, first as a hero, with a chthonic libation, and then as a god, upon an altar: 
thus he embodies the closest Greek approach to a "demi-god".

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Heracles

Strabo and Herodotus have referred 10 temples of Hercules alias Heracles and 
Radhamanthus at a number of places in the ancient world.

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Heracles
http://dergipark.gov.tr/download/article-file/294118
https://malagabay.wordpress.com/2016/07/07/catastrophic-english-india-in-greece/


All those names signify Lord Krishna.

See: https://malagabay.wordpress.com/2016/07/17/catastrophic-english-christianity-as-a-
vedic-cult-2/

Either way, the Cástulo mosaics are most definitely magnificent.

https://malagabay.wordpress.com/2016/07/17/catastrophic-english-christianity-as-a-vedic-cult-2/
https://malagabay.wordpress.com/2016/07/17/catastrophic-english-christianity-as-a-vedic-cult-2/


FOOTNOTE with a Sting in the Tail
The similarities in mythologies make it difficult to differentiate Greek from Roman imagery.

For example:

How can you tell the difference between: Greek Heracles, Roman Hercules and Etruscan Hercle?

All three are butt naked muscle men with a big cudgel and draped lion skin.

The twelve labours of Heracles or Hercules are a series of episodes concerning a penance 
carried out by Heracles, the greatest of the Greek heroes, whose name was later 
Romanised as Hercules. 

They were accomplished over 12 years at the service of King Eurystheus. 

The episodes were later connected by a continuous narrative. 

The establishment of a fixed cycle of twelve labours was attributed by the Greeks to an 
epic poem, now lost, written by Peisander, dated about 600 BC.

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Labours_of_Hercules

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Labours_of_Hercules


In Etruscan religion and myth, Hercle (also Heracle or Hercl), the son of Tinia and Uni, 
was a version of the Greek Heracles, depicted as a muscular figure often carrying a club
and wearing a lionskin. 

He is a popular subject in Etruscan art, particularly bronze mirrors, which show him 
engaged in adventures not known from the Greek myths of Heracles or the Roman and later 
classical myths of Hercules.
…
Hercle can be recognized in Etruscan art from his attributes, or is sometimes identified by 
name. 

Since Etruscan literature has not survived, the meaning of the scenes in which he 
appears can only be interpreted by comparison to Greek and Roman myths, through 
information about Etruscan myths preserved by Greek and Latin literature, or through 
conjectural reconstructions based on other Etruscan representations.

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Hercle

In other words:

Attribution often depends upon the predetermined historical context.

This makes life a lot easier for the imagery experts.

Unfortunately, it can also make a predetermined expert opinion totally worthless.

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Hercle


For example: 

Is the central figure [below] really a beardless Jesus with curly hair in the Alexandrian style?

Or could the central figure actually be the Greek god Apollo?

Apollo is one of the most important and complex of the Olympian deities in classical Greek 
and Roman religion and Greek and Roman mythology.
…
The life-size so-called "Adonis" found in 1780 on the site of a villa suburbana near the Via 
Labicana in the Roman suburb of Centocelle is identified as an Apollo by modern scholars.

In the late 2nd century CE floor mosaic from El Djem, Roman Thysdrus, he is 
identifiable as Apollo Helios by his effulgent halo, though now even a god's divine 
nakedness is concealed by his cloak, a mark of increasing conventions of modesty in the 
later Empire.

Another haloed Apollo in mosaic, from Hadrumentum, is in the museum at Sousse.

The conventions of this representation, head tilted, lips slightly parted, large-eyed, 
curling hair cut in locks grazing the neck, were developed in the 3rd century BCE to 
depict Alexander the Great.

Some time after this mosaic was executed, the earliest depictions of Christ would also be 
beardless and haloed.

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Apollo

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Apollo


A "haloed Apollo" with "head tilted, lips slightly parted, large-eyed, curling hair"?

I guess it all depends upon your prejudices, preconceptions and the predefined context.



This story starts out very slowly and then snowballs into something much, much bigger.

The best place to start is the Guadalquivir river.



The Guadalquivir river is named after the "great valley" it flows through.

This seems back-to front.

I'm used to valleys taking their names from the rivers - like the Hudson Valley and Thames Valley.

Another curiosity is that this "great valley" name comes from the Arabic.

The Guadalquivir river is the only great navigable river in Spain.

The modern name of Guadalquivir comes from the Arabic al-wādi al-kabīr, 'great valley'. 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Guadalquivir

I had assumed that after The Reconquista the Spanish would have changed the name of the 
Guadalquivir river back to it's original Spanish name.

The Reconquista is the period of history of the Iberian Peninsula spanning approximately 
780 years between the Islamic conquest of Hispania in 711 and the fall of the last Islamic 
state in Iberia at Granada to the expanding Christian kingdoms in 1492.

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Reconquista

The Umayyad conquest of Hispania was the initial expansion of the Umayyad Caliphate 
over Hispania, largely extending from 711 to 788.
…
Precisely what happened in Iberia in the early 8th century is uncertain.

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Umayyad_conquest_of_Hispania

But there's a problem with that assumption.

The ancient Greeks and the Romans had names for the Guadalquivir river.

But there is no Spanish name for the Guadalquivir river.

Greek geographers sometimes called it the river of Tartessus (because of the city that had 
the same name).

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Umayyad_conquest_of_Hispania
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Reconquista
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Guadalquivir


The Romans called it by the name Baetis (that was the basis for name of the province of 
Hispania Baetica).

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Guadalquivir

The next best thing would have been the ancient Tartessian name for the river.

According to Titus Livius (Livy), The History of Rome, Book 28, the native people of 
Tartessians or Turdetanians called two names to the river: Kertis/Certis and Rérkēs.

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Guadalquivir

But this proved impossible because Tartessian is an extinct language.

The Tartessians were rich in metal. 

In the 4th century BC the historian Ephorus describes "a very prosperous market called 
Tartessos, with much tin carried by river, as well as gold and copper from Celtic lands".
…
The Tartessian language is an extinct pre-Roman language once spoken in southern Iberia. 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Tartessians

In fact, the Tartessian people and their "semi-mythical harbor city" [at the mouth of the 
Guadalquivir river mysteriously vanished [sometime] during Roman times.

Tartessos or Tartessus was a semi-mythical harbor city and the surrounding culture on the 
south coast of the Iberian Peninsula (in modern Andalusia, Spain), at the mouth of the 
Guadalquivir River. 

It appears in sources from Greece and the Near East starting during the first millennium BC. 
Herodotus, for example, describes it as beyond the Pillars of Heracles (Strait of Gibraltar).

Roman authors tend to echo the earlier Greek sources but from around the end of the 
millennium there are indications that the name Tartessos had fallen out of use and the city 
may have been lost to flooding, though several authors attempt to identify it with cities of 
other names in the area.

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Tartessians

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Tartessians
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Tartessians
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Guadalquivir
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Guadalquivir


But the mysteries associated with the Guadalquivir river don't stop there.

Just how did the Romans manage to sail the [roughly] 200 kilometres up the Guadalquivir to 
Cordoba which is [currently] at about 90 metres above sea level?

The Guadalquivir river is the only great navigable river in Spain. 

Currently it is navigable from the Gulf of Cádiz to Seville, but in Roman times it was 
navigable to Córdoba.

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Guadalquivir

Why was "most" of the Roman bridge at Córdoba reconstructed in the 8th century and then restored
and renovated "in particular" during the 10th century?

The Roman bridge of Córdoba is a bridge in the Historic centre of Córdoba, Andalusia, 
southern Spain, originally built in the early 1st century BC across the Guadalquivir river, 
though it has been reconstructed at various times since. 

Most of the present structure dates from the Moorish reconstruction in the 8th century.
…
During its history, the bridge was restored and renovated several times (in particular in 
the 10th century), and now only the 14th and 15th arches (counting from the Puerta del 
Puente) are original.

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Rom  an_bridge_of_C%C3%B3rdoba

Why would the Carthaginians [whose merchants ships specialised in visiting maritime ports] 
suddenly decide to change their winning strategy by sailing up the Guadalquivir river?

Carthage was the Phoenician city-state of Carthage and during the 7th to 3rd centuries BC, 
included its sphere of influence, the Carthaginian Empire. 

The empire extended over much of the coast of North Africa as well as encompassing 
substantial parts of coastal Iberia and the islands of the western Mediterranean Sea.
…
Carthage's merchant ships, which surpassed in number even those of the cities of the 
Levant, visited every major port of the Mediterranean, as well as Britain and the Atlantic 
coast of Africa.

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Roman_bridge_of_C%C3%B3rdoba
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Rom
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Guadalquivir


These ships were able to carry over 100 tons of goods.

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ancient_Carthage

Hamilcar Barca or Barcas (c. 275 – 228 BC) was a Carthaginian general and statesman, 
leader of the Barcid family, and father of Hannibal, Hasdrubal and Mago.
…
Hamilcar probably landed at Gades in the summer of 237 BC.
…
Hamilcar's immediate objective was to secure access to the gold and silver mines of Sierra 
Morena, either by direct and indirect control. Negotiations with the "Tartessian" tribes were 
successfully concluded, but Hamilcar faced hostility from the Turdetani or Turduli tribe, 
near the foothills of modern Seville and Córdoba.
…
Having secured control over the mines, and the river routes of Guadalquiver and Guadalete 
giving access to the mining area, Gades began to mint silver coins from 237 BC.

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ancient_Carthage


To unravel these mysteries it's necessary to set your geologic clock to historic time.

It's also necessary to remember the geography of the Mediterranean has changed over time.

These changes have occurred in historic times - not geologic time.

In historic times the Corredor Bético connected the Atlantic to the Mediterranean.

https://es.slideshare.net/villasinta/tema-3-morfologa-pensnsula-ibrica

https://archive.org/stream/historyofancient02bunb#page/n264/mode/1up

https://archive.org/stream/historyofancient02bunb#page/n264/mode/1up
https://es.slideshare.net/villasinta/tema-3-morfologa-pensnsula-ibrica


Some of these location changes were tracked in Ptolemy's Geographia gazetteer.

https://leifuss.files.wordpress.com/2011/03/ica-dachisaksen.pdf

See: https://malagabay.wordpress.com/2016/10/17/the-arabian-horizon-the-ptolemy-
inheritance/

https://www.tiempo.com/ram/911/la-desecacin-del-mediterrneo/

https://www.tiempo.com/ram/911/la-desecacin-del-mediterrneo/
https://malagabay.wordpress.com/2016/10/17/the-arabian-horizon-the-ptolemy-inheritance/
https://malagabay.wordpress.com/2016/10/17/the-arabian-horizon-the-ptolemy-inheritance/
https://leifuss.files.wordpress.com/2011/03/ica-dachisaksen.pdf


This means that within historic times southern Spain was attached to Carthaginian Africa but 
separated from the Iberian peninsula by the Corredor Bético.

http://lifeinwilderness.com/2016/04/12/rambla-de-librilla-el-desfiladero-de-los-espectros/

Southern Spain only became sutured onto the Iberian peninsula in the last 2,000 years.

In structural geology, a suture is a joining together along a major fault zone, of separate 
terranes, tectonic units that have different plate tectonic, metamorphic and 
paleogeographic histories.

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Suture_(geology)

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Suture_(geology
http://lifeinwilderness.com/2016/04/12/rambla-de-librilla-el-desfiladero-de-los-espectros/




In other words:

1) The Carthaginians didn't change their strategy by sailing up the Guadalquivir.

The maritime Carthaginians simply sailed along the Corredor Bético.

2) The Romans didn't sail up the Guadalquivir to Cordoba.

The Romans simply sailed along the Corredor Bético to Cordoba.

https://www.researchgate.net/publication/282656195_Flecker_15_ESR

https://www.researchgate.net/publication/282656195_Flecker_15_ESR


The evidence suggests the Corredor Bético finally closed at the Arabian Horizon.

See: https://malagabay.wordpress.com/2017/03/23/comet-halley-and-the-roman-time-line/
And: https://malagabay.wordpress.com/2017/03/19/close-encounters-of-the-cometary-kind/

This would explain:

3) The disappearance of the Tartessian and their "semi-mythical harbor city".

4) The need for major repairs to the Cordoba bridge in the 8th and 10th centuries.

5) The naming of the Guadalquivir river in the newly formed "great valley".

This implies:
 
6) The Punic War narratives are distinctly dubious.

The Punic Wars were a series of three wars fought between Rome and Carthage from 
264 BC to 146 BC.

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Punic_Wars

In 213 BC, Castulo was the site of Hasdrubal Barca's crushing victory over the Roman 
army with a force of roughly 40,000 Carthaginian troops plus local Iberian mercenaries.

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Castulo

7) The destruction of Carthage was likely a natural disaster i.e. The Arabian Horizon.

A second offensive… breached the walls, sacked the city, and systematically burned 
Carthage to the ground in 146 BC. 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Castulo
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Punic_Wars
https://malagabay.wordpress.com/2017/03/19/close-encounters-of-the-cometary-kind/
https://malagabay.wordpress.com/2017/03/23/comet-halley-and-the-roman-time-line/


...
Carthage was systematically burned for 17 days; the city's walls and buildings were 
utterly destroyed.

8) The Umayyad conquest of Hispania wasn't an invasion or conquest.

As has happened so many times in history: The people didn't migrate - the land did.

9) The Reconquista was an invasion and conquest.

My guess is that Cástulo was an Indo-Greek port [with Phoenician merchants] on the north shore of 
the Corredor Bético.

http://revistas.jasarqueologia.es/index.php/otarq/article/view/97

https://es.slideshare.net/villasinta/tema-3-morfologa-pensnsula-ibrica

https://es.slideshare.net/villasinta/tema-3-morfologa-pensnsula-ibrica
http://revistas.jasarqueologia.es/index.php/otarq/article/view/97


Which, by my reckoning, doesn't leave a lot of room in the history books for The Romans unless 
that's just another way of saying: Indo-Greek.

https://www.juntadeandalucia.es/institutodeestadisticaycartografia/atlasterritorio/at/pdf/bloq
ue6.pdf

https://www.juntadeandalucia.es/institutodeestadisticaycartografia/atlasterritorio/at/pdf/bloque6.pdf
https://www.juntadeandalucia.es/institutodeestadisticaycartografia/atlasterritorio/at/pdf/bloque6.pdf


One enduring mystery is the extinction of the Etruscan language in 50 AD.

The Etruscan language was the spoken and written language of the Etruscan civilization, in
Italy, in the ancient region of Etruria (modern Tuscany plus western Umbria and northern 
Latium) and in parts of Corsica, Campania, Veneto, Lombardy and Emilia-Romagna.
…
Attested from 700 BC to AD 50, the relation of Etruscan to other languages has been a 
source of long-running speculation and study, with it being referred to at times as an isolate, 
one of the Tyrsenian languages, and a number of other less well-known possibilities.
…
The last person known to have been able to read Etruscan was the Roman emperor 
Claudius (10 BC – AD 54), who authored a treatise in 20 volumes on the Etruscans, called 
Tyrrenikà (now lost), and compiled a dictionary (also lost) by interviewing the last few 
elderly rustics who still spoke the language.

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Etruscan_language

A second enduring mystery is the total eradication of Etruscan literature in Europe.

The Etruscans had a rich literature, as noted by Latin authors. Livy and Cicero were both 
aware that highly specialized Etruscan religious rites were codified in several sets of books 
written in Etruscan under the generic Latin title Etrusca Disciplina. 
…
However, only one book (as opposed to inscription), the Liber Linteus, survived, and only 
because the linen on which it was written was used as mummy wrappings.

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Etruscan_language


https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Etruscan_language

The Liber Linteus Zagrabiensis is the longest Etruscan text and the only extant linen 
book, dated to the 3rd century BCE. 

It remains mostly untranslated because of the lack of knowledge about the Etruscan 
language, though the few words which can be understood indicate that the text is most likely
a ritual calendar.

The fabric of the book was preserved when it was used for mummy wrappings in 
Ptolemaic Egypt.

The mummy was bought in Alexandria in 1848 and since 1867 both the mummy and the 
manuscript have been kept in Zagreb, Croatia, now in a refrigerated room at the 
Archaeological Museum.

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Liber_Linteus
 
Could it be the Roman Empire narrative providentially borrowed the Etruscan language and 
rebranded it as Latin in the 2nd millennium?

The 200 Year Credibility Gap
A less charitable interpretation of the data suggests the entire Roman Empire narrative is 
creative fiction that incorporates convenient characters and available artefacts from Greek 
Republics scattered across Europe and around the Mediterranean Sea.

The 200 Year Credibility Gap suggests the concept of the Roman Empire was created in the 
2nd millennium to validate and encapsulate the narrative of Jesus of Nazareth.

See: https://malagabay.wordpress.com/2018/04/26/roman-chronology-credibility-gap/

The providential borrowing of the Etruscan language by the Roman Empire implies the Etruscan 
language didn't become extinct in 50 AD.

https://malagabay.wordpress.com/2018/04/26/roman-chronology-credibility-gap/
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Liber_Linteus
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Etruscan_language


Instead:

Etruscan became Vulgar Latin that was widely spoken in the Mediterranean region.

Vulgar Latin or Sermō Vulgāris ("common speech") was a nonstandard form of Latin (as 
opposed to Classical Latin, the standard and literary version of the language) spoken in the 
Mediterranean region during and after the classical period of the Roman Empire.
…
Because of its nonstandard nature, Vulgar Latin had no official orthography.

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Vulgar_Latin

And:

Written Etruscan became Old Latin which then evolved into Classical Latin before devolving into 
Medieval Latin [and other languages] "around the year 900" AD.

The earliest known form of Latin is Old Latin, which was spoken from the Roman 
Kingdom to the later part of the Roman Republic period.
...
The Latin alphabet was devised from the Etruscan alphabet.

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Latin#Old_Latin

During the late republic and into the first years of the empire, a new Classical Latin 
arose, a conscious creation of the orators, poets, historians and other literate men, who wrote
the great works of classical literature, which were taught in grammar and rhetoric schools.

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Latin#Classical_Latin

Medieval Latin was the form of Latin used in the Middle Ages…
...
Some scholarly surveys begin with the rise of early Ecclesiastical Latin in the middle of the 
4th century, others around 500, and still others with the replacement of written Late Latin by
written Romance languages starting around the year 900.

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Latin#Classical_Latin
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Latin#Old_Latin
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Vulgar_Latin


https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Medieval_Latin

Vulgar Latin diverged into distinct languages beginning in the 9th century.

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Vulgar_Latin

Support for this scenario comes from the Roman military camp at Lambaesis, Algeria.

Lambaesis (Lambæsis), Lambaisis or Lambaesa (Lambèse in colonial French), is a Roman 
archaeological site in Algeria, 7 miles (11 km) southeast of Batna and 17 miles (27 km) 
west of Timgad, located next to the modern village of Tazoult.
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Lambaesis

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Lambaesis
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Vulgar_Latin
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Medieval_Latin


See: Artist impression of Lambaesis by Jean Claude Golvin
http://jeanclaudegolvin.com/en/lambaesis/

Unsurprisingly, Roman inscriptions are found at Lambaesis.

The most famous of these Roman inscriptions is the Latin text of a speech delivered by emperor 
Hadrian to his soldiers in 128 AD.

Lambaesis Inscription: the fragmentary text of a speech, delivered at the legionary base of
Lambaesis by the emperor Hadrian to his soldiers.
…
... most scholars believe they are a verbatim report of the words actually spoken during an 
inspection tour in June and July 128...

Livius.org - The Lambaesis Inscription
http://www.livius.org/sources/about/the-lambaesis-inscription/

http://www.livius.org/sources/about/the-lambaesis-inscription/
http://jeanclaudegolvin.com/en/lambaesis/


According to the Roman Empire narrative Lambaesa was founded between 123 and 129 AD.

Lambaesa was founded by the Roman military. 

The camp of the third legion (Legio III Augusta), to which it owes its origin, appears to have
been established between AD 123-129, in the time of Roman emperor Hadrian, whose 
address to his soldiers was found inscribed on a pillar in a second camp to the west of the 
great camp still extant.

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Lambaesis

Hadrian was Roman emperor from 117 to 138.
…
Hadrian fell ill around this time; whatever the nature of his illness, it did not stop him from 
setting off in the spring of 128 to visit Africa. His arrival coincided with the good omen of 
rain, which ended a drought. Along with his usual role as benefactor and restorer, he found 
time to inspect the troops; his speech to them survives.

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Hadrian

However, even Wikipedia believes this part of the Roman Empire narrative is wrong.

However, other evidence suggests it was formed during the Punic Wars.

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Lambaesis

The First Punic War (264–241 BC) was fought partly on land in Sicily and Africa, but was 
largely a naval war.
…
The Second Punic War (218 BC – 201 BC) is most remembered for the Carthaginian 
Hannibal's crossing of the Alps. His army invaded Italy from the north and resoundingly 
defeated the Roman army in several battles, but never achieved the ultimate goal of causing 
a political break between Rome and its allies.
...
The Third Punic War (149–146 BC) involved an extended siege of Carthage, ending in the 
city's thorough destruction.

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Punic_Wars

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Punic_Wars
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Lambaesis
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Hadrian
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Lambaesis


This is no surprise as the North African narrative displays the classic symptoms of the 100 Year 
Credibility Gap when Rome establishes provinces exactly 100 years apart.

146 BC – Africa; modern day Tunisia and western Libya; home territory of Carthage; 
annexed after the destruction of Carthage in the Third Punic War.
...
46 BC - Africa Nova (eastern Numidia - Algeria), Julius Caesar annexed eastern Numidia 
and the new province called Africa Nova (new Africa) to distinguish it from the older 
province of Africa, which become known as Africa Vetus (Old Africa).

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/List_of_Roman_provinces

See: https://malagabay.wordpress.com/2018/04/26/roman-chronology-credibility-gap/

Furthermore, the North African narratives displays symptoms of the 200 Year Credibility Gap when 
Trajan and Hadrian found new military bases at the beginning of the 2nd century AD.

https://malagabay.wordpress.com/2018/04/26/roman-chronology-credibility-gap/
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/List_of_Roman_provinces


Timgad was a Roman-Berber city in the Aurès Mountains of Algeria.

It was founded by the Emperor Trajan around AD 100.

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Timgad

In Alexandria [Egypt] coins of Trajan and Hadrian are buried deep beneath the debris 
layer associated with the Arabian Horizon of 637 CE.

See: https://malagabay.wordpress.com/2018/04/26/roman-chronology-credibility-gap/

Antinopolis [Egypt] was founded by emperor Hadrian.

See: https://malagabay.wordpress.com/2018/04/30/enigmatic-egypt-roman-ruination-nile-valley/

https://malagabay.wordpress.com/2018/04/30/enigmatic-egypt-roman-ruination-nile-valley/
https://malagabay.wordpress.com/2018/04/26/roman-chronology-credibility-gap/
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Timgad


Overall, the evidence from Lambaesa suggests the Roman Empire narrative providentially 
borrowed Hadrian's visit to North Africa from the era of the Roman Republic.

In other words:

Hadrian's Lambaesis speech was spoken in the language of the Roman Republic: Etruscan.

The young Italian scholar Licinio Glori from Rome did indeed astonish the world in 
November 1957 with the announcement that he had succeeded in translating almost a tenth 
of the ten thousand or so Etruscan inscriptions that have come down to us.

Etruscan, in Glori’s opinion, is ‘the first-born child in the Indo-European language 
family, whose mother-tongue has been lost’.

It Began In Babel - Herbert Wendt and James Kirkup - 1958
https://archive.org/stream/in.ernet.dli.2015.530363/2015.530363.it-
began#page/n41/mode/1up

Among Indo-European languages, Lithuanian is extraordinarily conservative, retaining 
many archaic features otherwise found only in ancient languages such as Sanskrit or 
Ancient Greek.

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Lithuanian_language

See: https://malagabay.wordpress.com/2016/07/29/catastrophic-english-mother-tongue-and-
mtdna/

https://malagabay.wordpress.com/2016/07/29/catastrophic-english-mother-tongue-and-mtdna/
https://malagabay.wordpress.com/2016/07/29/catastrophic-english-mother-tongue-and-mtdna/
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Lithuanian_language
https://archive.org/stream/in.ernet.dli.2015.530363/2015.530363.it-began#page/n41/mode/1up
https://archive.org/stream/in.ernet.dli.2015.530363/2015.530363.it-began#page/n41/mode/1up


Cognitive Dissonance reigns supreme in the European lands of Latin Languages.

One study analyzing the degree of differentiation of Romance languages in comparison to 
Latin (comparing phonology, inflection, discourse, syntax, vocabulary, and intonation) 
indicated the following percentages (the higher the percentage, the greater the distance 
from Latin):

Sardinian…... 8%,
Italian…….. 12%,
Spanish…… 20%,
Romanian… 23.5%,
Occitan…… 25%,
Portuguese... 31%, and
French…….. 44%.

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Latin

The Cognitive Dissonance is particularly acute for Latin Linguists visiting France.

French is phonetically in a class by itself and cannot be understood without special study 
by the speakers of any other Romance language, while Rumanian, which would not present 
insurmountable phonetic difficulties to an Italian or Spanish speaker, is structurally out of 
their reach.
...

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Latin


…
Among the individual Romance languages, French is distinguished by reason of its phonetic
pattern, the comparatively large divergence between its spoken and its written form, and 
its deliberately sought lucidity of style and regularity of syntactical arrangement… French 
sharply differentiates itself from most other Romance varieties, is due to the original Celtic 
speech-habits of the pre-Roman Gauls.

Story of Language - Chapter IV: The Romance Tongues - Mario Pei - 1949
https://archive.org/stream/in.ernet.dli.2015.74047/2015.74047.The-Story-Of-
Language#page/n317/mode/1up

Cognitive Dissonance is also experienced by Spanish speakers visiting Portugal.

The question of whether Portuguese and Spanish are mutually comprehensible depends on 
whom you ask.

Educated Portuguese speakers generally say they understand Spanish, but even well-
educated Spanish speakers tend to say they can’t understand Portuguese.

The Story of Spanish - Jean-Benoit Nadeau and Julie Barlow – 2013
https://archive.org/details/Section01HC

The peculiarity of the Iberian Cognitive Dissonance is that written Portuguese and Spanish are [to a
large degree] “mutually comprehensible”.

Written Portuguese, Spanish and Italian are to a large degree mutually  
comprehensible; but while a Spaniard and an Italian can manage to understand each other, a
Spaniard and a Portuguese will encounter increasing difficulties, and an Italian and a 

https://archive.org/details/Section01HC
https://archive.org/stream/in.ernet.dli.2015.74047/2015.74047.The-Story-Of-Language#page/n317/mode/1up
https://archive.org/stream/in.ernet.dli.2015.74047/2015.74047.The-Story-Of-Language#page/n317/mode/1up


Portuguese will have still greater trouble.

Story of Language - Chapter IV: The Romance Tongues -  Mario Pei – 1949
https://archive.org/stream/in.ernet.dli.2015.74047/2015.74047.The-Story-Of-
Language#page/n317/mode/1up

In other words:

It's easy to see the similarities between Spanish and Portuguese.

But it's a lot harder to hear the similarities between Spanish and Portuguese.

The Romance languages differ phonetically more than they do structurally. 
…
The syntax of Romance is to a considerable degree unified.

Story of Language - Chapter IV: The Romance Tongues - Mario Pei - 1949
https://archive.org/stream/in.ernet.dli.2015.74047/2015.74047.The-Story-Of-
Language#page/n317/mode/1up

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Differences_between_Spanish_and_Portuguese

The very audible differences between Spanish and Portuguese are masked in writing because the 
rules of pronunciation are not included in the text.

A diphthong, also known as a gliding vowel, is a combination of two adjacent vowel 
sounds within the same syllable.

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Diphthong

Digraph (orthography), a pair of characters used together to represent a single sound, 
such as "sh" in English.

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Digraph

In phonology, hiatus refers to two vowel sounds occurring in adjacent syllables, with no 
intervening consonant. When two adjacent vowel sounds occur in the same syllable, the 
result is instead described as a synaeresis.

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Hiatus_%28linguistics%29

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Hiatus_(linguistics)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Digraph
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Diphthong
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Differences_between_Spanish_and_Portuguese
https://archive.org/stream/in.ernet.dli.2015.74047/2015.74047.The-Story-Of-Language#page/n317/mode/1up
https://archive.org/stream/in.ernet.dli.2015.74047/2015.74047.The-Story-Of-Language#page/n317/mode/1up
https://archive.org/stream/in.ernet.dli.2015.74047/2015.74047.The-Story-Of-Language#page/n317/mode/1up
https://archive.org/stream/in.ernet.dli.2015.74047/2015.74047.The-Story-Of-Language#page/n317/mode/1up


Note: Characters [and combinbination] can have upto 5 different pronunciations.

The significant differences between spoken and written forms of the Latin Languages makes their 
origins debatable because “Vulgar Latin had no official orthography”.

 Because of its nonstandard nature, Vulgar Latin had no official orthography. 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Vulgar_Latin

Orthographies that use alphabets and syllabaries are based on the principle that the written 
symbols (graphemes) correspond to units of sound of the spoken language: phonemes in the 
former case, and syllables in the latter. 

However, in virtually all cases, this correspondence is not exact. 

Different languages' orthographies offer different degrees of correspondence between 
spelling and pronunciation.

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Orthography#Correspondence_with_pronunciation

The differences between the spoken and written forms of language induces Cognate Dissonance in 
academics whenever they lopsidedly search for “similar letters” in words [from different 
languages] that are pronounced very differently.

In linguistics, cognates are words that have a common etymological origin.
…
Cognates may have evolved similar, diffCognate Dissonanceerent or even opposite 
meanings. But, in most cases, there are some similar letters in the word.
…

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Orthography#Correspondence_with_pronunciation
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Vulgar_Latin


Cognates do not need to have the same meaning…
…
Cognates also do not need to have similar forms…
…
Some cognates are semantic opposites.
…
Cognates within a single language, or doublets, may have meanings that are slightly or 
even totally different.
…
False cognates are words that people commonly believe are related (have a common 
origin), but that linguistic examination reveals are unrelated

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Cognate

Etymology is the study of the history of words, their origins, and how their form and 
meaning have changed over time. By extension, the term "the etymology (of a word)" means
the origin of the particular word. 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Etymology

This Cognate Dissonance makes the origins of Spanish and Portuguese very debatable especially as
it's said Vulgar Latin had disappeared from the Iberian peninsula by 600 AD.

It is believed that by 600, Vulgar Latin was no longer spoken in the Iberian Peninsula.

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Galician-Portuguese

The first documents to show traces of what is today regarded as the precursor of modern 
Spanish are from the 9th century.

Throughout the Middle Ages and into the modern era, the most important influences on 
the Spanish lexicon came from neighboring Romance languages - Navarro-Aragonese, 
Leonese, Catalan, Portuguese, Galician, Occitan, and later, French and Italian.

Spanish also borrowed a considerable number of words from Arabic, as well as a minor 
influence from Germanic languages through the migration of tribes and a period of 
Visigoth rule in Iberia.

In addition, many more words were borrowed from Latin through the influence of written 
language and the liturgical language of the Church.

The loanwords were taken from both Classical Latin and Renaissance Latin, the form of 
Latin in use at that time.

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Spanish_language

Either way:

The written forms of Spanish and Portuguese only began to flourish after the 11th century.

The oldest Latin texts with traces of Spanish come from mid-northern Iberia in the 9th 
century, and the first systematic written use of the language happened in Toledo, then 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Spanish_language
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Galician-Portuguese
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Etymology
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Cognate


capital of the Kingdom of Castile, in the 13th century.

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Spanish_language

In the first part of the Galician-Portuguese period (from the 12th to the 14th century), the 
language was increasingly used for documents and other written forms.

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Portuguese_language

However, the flowering of written languages on the Iberian peninsula was nipped in the bud during 
the Renaissance when Latin [and the designated Latin Languages] experienced a “purge” and 
“remake”.

Renaissance Latin is a name given to the distinctive form of Latin style developed during 
the European Renaissance of the fourteenth to fifteenth centuries, particularly by the 
Renaissance humanism movement.
…
Ad fontes ("to the sources") was the general cry of the humanists, and as such their Latin 
style sought to purge Latin of the medieval Latin vocabulary and stylistic accretions that
it had acquired in the centuries after the fall of the Roman Empire.
…
The humanist plan to remake Latin was largely successful, at least in education.
Schools taught the humanistic spellings, and encouraged the study of the texts selected by 
the humanists, to the large exclusion of later Latin literature.

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Renaissance_Latin

Often led by members of the clergy, they were shocked by the accelerated dismantling of 
the vestiges of the classical world and the rapid loss of its literature. 

They strove to preserve what they could and restore Latin to what it had been and 
introduced the practice of producing revised editions of the literary works that remained by 
comparing surviving manuscripts.

By no later than the 15th century they had replaced Medieval Latin with versions supported
by the scholars of the rising universities, who attempted, by scholarship, to discover what 
the classical language had been.

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Latin

The “purge” and “remake” process was initially deployed in Spain.

Google Translation

Spanish Grammar… written by Antonio de Nebrija and published in 1492… first among 
the Romance grammars, to which he will serve as a model.

https://es.wikipedia.org/wiki/Gram%C3%A1tica_castellana

https://es.wikipedia.org/wiki/Gram%C3%A1tica_castellana
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Latin
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Renaissance_Latin
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Portuguese_language
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Spanish_language


The “purge” and “remake” began in 1481 when the Spanish scholar Aelius Antonius Nebrissensis 
produced his Introductiones Latinae.

Antonio de Nebrija (1441-1522), also known as Antonio de Lebrija, Elio Antonio de 
Lebrija, Antonius Nebrissensis, and Antonio of Lebrixa, was a Spanish Renaissance scholar.
…
De Nebrija's given name was Antonio Martínez de Cala.
In typical Renaissance humanist fashion, he latinized his name as Aelius Antonius 
Nebrissensis by taking Aelius from the Roman inscriptions of his native Lebrija, the Roman
Nebrissa Veneria.
…
After studying at Salamanca, Nebrija resided for ten years in Italy, having received a 
scholarship from the diocese of Córdoba to study theology at the Colegio de San 
Clemente in Bologna.
…
De Nebrija's work on grammar was mainly based on the classical Latin authors 
Priscian, Diomedes Grammaticus and Aelius Donatus but he also introduced new concepts 
to the field. He considered grammar to be the highest science. He subdivided it into 
Orthography, Prose, Etymology and Syntax.

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Antonio_de_Nebrija

In Italy, he fell under the spell of the international humanist movement, which promoted the 
revival of classic literature in Latin and Greek and went as far as Latinizing his own name as
Antonius Nebrissensis, after the fashion of the humanists.
...
Then he quickly settled on his new mission: to completely revamp Latin teaching in 
Spain, a reform he felt vital if Spaniards were to benefit from the humanist movement, 
whose lingua franca was a Latin of the highest standards.

The Story of Spanish - Jean-Benoit Nadeau and Julie Barlow – 2013
https://archive.org/details/Section01HC

https://archive.org/details/Section01HC
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Antonio_de_Nebrija


Then, in 1492, Nebrissensis began the “purge” and “remake” of the Spanish language by 
establishing the first formal Spanish grammar: Gramática de la Lengua Castellana.

Gramática de la lengua castellana is a book written by Antonio de Nebrija and published 
in 1492.

It was the first work dedicated to the Spanish language and its rules, and the first 
grammar of a modern European language to be published.
…
The book established ten parts of speech: nouns, pronouns, verbs, participles, prepositions, 
adverbs, interjections, conjunctions, gerunds and supines.

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Gram%C3%A1tica_de_la_lengua_castellana

Nebrija understood that vernacular tongues had a grammatical structure, and that to be 
useful and thrive, their grammar needed to be defined.

The Story of Spanish - Jean-Benoit Nadeau and Julie Barlow – 2013
https://archive.org/details/Section01HC

Nebrissensis stated his Spanish grammar would help conquered territories learn Spanish.

"Soon Your Majesty will have placed her yoke upon many barbarians who speak outlandish 
tongues. By this, your victory, these people shall stand in a new need; the need for the 
laws the victor owes to the vanquished, and the need for the language we shall bring with 
us.”

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Antonio_de_Nebrija

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Antonio_de_Nebrija
https://archive.org/details/Section01HC
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Gram%C3%A1tica_de_la_lengua_castellana


Arguably, Nebrissensis believed these conquered territories included most of the Iberian peninsula.

Either way:

Aelius Antonius Nebrissensis structured Spanish so that it could be taught like Latin.

“My grammar shall serve to impart to them the Castilian tongue, as we have used 
grammar to teach Latin...”

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Antonio_de_Nebrija

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Antonio_de_Nebrija


The linguistic narrative for Iberia begins with isolated Iberians idly talking amongst themselves.



According to this narrative the literary abilities of the Iberians hadn't advanced beyond writing “the 
names of their dead on gravestones” when the Romans arrived in 218 BC.

The Romans, who landed on the Iberian Peninsula in the third century BC were the first 
to write down anything about the people who lived there. 

They recorded observations about the three principal ethnic groups they encountered: the 
Basques, the Iberians, and the Celts, none of whom had written anything about themselves
beyond the names of their dead on gravestones. 

The Story of Spanish - Jean-Benoit Nadeau and Julie Barlow – 2013
https://archive.org/details/Section01HC

Roman armies invaded the Iberian peninsula in 218 BC and used it as a training ground 
for officers and as a proving ground for tactics during campaigns against the Carthaginians, 
the Iberians, the Lusitanians, the Gallaecians and other Celts.

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Hispania#Roman_Hispania

The linguistic narrative asserts that it was from these very humble beginnings that the Spanish 
language emerged because the Romans kindly donated their vocabulary to the illiterate Iberians.

Around 75% of modern Spanish vocabulary is derived from Latin.

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Spanish_language

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Spanish_language
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Furthermore, according to the linguistic narrative, the Romans also made a substantial contribution 
to the Spanish language by introducing Greek words through the medium of Latin.

Ancient Greek has also contributed substantially to Spanish vocabulary, especially 
through Latin, where it had a great impact.

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Spanish_language

Unfortunately, there are a few problems with this linguistic storyline.

Firstly, the narrative forgets the Greeks established Iberian settlements long before the Romans.

The Second Greek colonisation was an organized colonial expansion by the Archaic 
Greeks into the Mediterranean Sea and Pontus in the period of the 8th–6th centuries BC.
…
The reason for the second colonisation had to do with the demographic explosion of this 
period, the development of the emporium, the need for a secure supply of raw materials, 
but also with the emerging politics of the period which drove sections of the population into 
exile.

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Second_Greek_colonisation

An emporium refers to a trading post, factory, or market of Classical antiquity, derived 
from the Ancient Greek: μπόριον, translit. (empórion), which becomes Latin: emporium… ἐ
In the Hellenic and Ptolemaic realm, emporia included the various Greek, Phoenician, 
Egyptian and other city-states and trading posts in the circum-Mediterranean area.

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Emporium_%28antiquity%29

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Emporium_(antiquity)
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Secondly, the Greeks spoke and wrote their language in Iberia long before the Roman arrived.

Thirdly, mtDNA suggests the Greeks might have done more than [just] introduce their language.

https://www.eupedia.com/europe/maps_mtdna_haplogroups.shtml

Eleven Greek settlements have been identified in Iberia and it's reported that in Alicante [Akra 
Leuke] the Iberians were introduced to the alphabet by Greek and Phoenician traders.

S1. Portus Illicitanus
Santa Pola is a coastal town located in the comarca of Baix Vinalopó in the 
Valencian Community, Spain, by the Mediterranean Sea.
…
During the fourth century BC a small walled settlement was built near Vanalopó 
river. It served mainly as a Greek-Iberia economical hub. During the first century 
AC, near the former site a port was built, serving the city of Illici, named Portus 
Illicitanus (cited by Claudius Ptolemy in Geography).

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Santa_Pola

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Santa_Pola
https://www.eupedia.com/europe/maps_mtdna_haplogroups.shtml


S2. Akra Leuke
Alicante, or Alacant, both the Spanish and Valencian being official names, is a city 
and port in Spain on the Costa Blanca, the capital of the province of Alicante and of 
the comarca of Alacantí, in the south of the Valencian Community.
…
By 1000 BC Greek and Phoenician traders had begun to visit the eastern coast of 
Spain, establishing small trading ports and introducing the native Iberian tribes to 
the alphabet, iron and the pottery wheel.

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Akra_Leuke

S3. Alonis
Google Translation
Alonis or Alonís is one old city of the Alicante coasts , founded around the V 
century BC as a colony of Massalia (Marseille).
…
They have been vestiges of a nucleus of Iberian population from at least the VII 
century BC, with strong presence of materials of Greek origin.

https://es.wikipedia.org/wiki/Alonis

S4. Hemeroscopeum
Dénia is a city in the province of Alicante, Spain, on the Costa Blanca halfway 
between Alicante and Valencia, the judicial seat of the comarca of Marina Alta.
…
In the 4th century BC it was a Greek colony of Marseille or Empúries, being 
mentioned by Strabo as Hemeroscòpion (Greek: Ημεροσκοπείον).

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/D%C3%A9nia

S5. Zakynthos
Sagunto is a town in Eastern Spain, in the modern fertile comarca of Camp de 
Morvedre in the province of Valencia.
…
The city traded with coastal colonies in the western Mediterranean such as 
Carthage, and under their influence, minted its own coins. During this period the 
city was known as Arse (Ripollès i Alegre 2002).

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Sagunto

S6. Salauris
Salou (Catalan pronunciation: [s w]) is a municipality of the comarca of əˈɫɔ
Tarragonès, in the province of Tarragona, in Catalonia, Spain.
…
Used as a port by Greeks (who named it Salauris) and Romans

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Salou

S7. Rhode
Roses is a municipality in the comarca of the Alt Empordà, located on the Costa 
Brava, in Catalonia, Spain.
…

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Salou
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Sagunto
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/D%C3%A9nia
https://es.wikipedia.org/wiki/Alonis
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Akra_Leuke


The origins of Roses (Greek: Rhode) are disputed.
A popular theory holds it was founded in the 8th century BC by Greek colonists from
Rhodes. It seems more probable that it was founded in the 5th century BC by 
Greeks from Massalia (Marseilles), perhaps with an admixture of colonists from 
neighbouring Emporion (today's Empúries). Remains of the Greek settlement can 
still be seen.

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Roses,_Girona

S8. Emporion
Ampurias, also known as Empúries, was a town on the Mediterranean coast of the 
Catalan comarca of Alt Empordà in Catalonia, Spain. It was founded in 575 BC by 
Greek colonists from Phocaea with the name of μπόριον (Emporion, meaning Ἐ
"trading place", cf. Emporion).

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Emp%C3%BAries

S9. Kalathousa
Aljaraque is a city located in the province of Huelva, Spain.
…
In ancient times it was referred to as "Kalathousa" by the Greeks.

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Aljaraque

S10. Mainake
Menace or Maenace (Greek Μαινάκη Mainákē) is an ancient Greek settlement 
lying to the southeast of Spain according to Strabo (3,4,2). Maria Eugenia Aubet 
locates it at the site of modern Málaga. According to the Barrington Atlas of the 
Greek and Roman World, its probable location is the hill of Cerro del Peñón, near 
the mouth of river Vélez, at the south of Vélez Malaga.

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Menace_%28Greek_settlement%29

S11. Menestheus's Limin
El Puerto de Santa María, locally known as El Puerto, is a municipality located on 
the banks of the Guadalete River in the province of Cádiz, Andalusia.
…
According to the legend told in the Odyssey of Homer, after the Trojan War a 
Greek official named Menestheus escaped with his troops through the Straits of 
Gibraltar and reached the Guadalete River. They established themselves here and 
called that port Menestheus's port or Menesthei Portus. In its neighbourhood was the 
oracle of Menestheus, to whom, also, the inhabitants of Gades offered sacrifices.

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/El_Puerto_de_Santa_Mar%C3%ADa

See: https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Second_Greek_colonisation

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Second_Greek_colonisation
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/El_Puerto_de_Santa_Mar%C3%ADa
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Menace_(Greek_settlement)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Aljaraque
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Emp%C3%BAries
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Roses,_Girona


The mainstream has a fall-back narrative that admits there were some Greek “trading posts” in 
Iberia but the Greeks and their language “disappeared” before the Romans arrive.

The Greeks had established two trading posts in Iberia around 500 BC, but again, their 
language disappeared with them.

The Story of Spanish - Jean-Benoit Nadeau and Julie Barlow – 2013
https://archive.org/details/Section01HC

The Greeks finally founded their own colony at Ampurias, in the eastern Mediterranean 
shore (modern Catalonia), during the 6th century BC beginning their settlement in the 
Iberian peninsula. 

There are no Greek colonies west of the Strait of Gibraltar, only voyages of discovery.
There is no evidence to support the myth of an ancient Greek founding of Olissipo (modern 
Lisbon) by Odysseus.

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Prehistoric_Iberia#Greek_colonies

The seafaring Phoenicians, Carthaginians, and Greeks successively established trading 
settlements along the eastern and southern coast. The first Greek colonies, such as 
Emporion (modern Ampurias), were founded along the northeast coast in the 9th century 
BC, leaving the south coast to the Phoenicians.

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/History_of_Spain

Ampurias, also known as Empúries, was a town on the Mediterranean coast of the Catalan 
comarca of Alt Empordà in Catalonia, Spain.

It was founded in 575 BC by Greek colonists from Phocaea with the name of μπόριον Ἐ
(Emporion, meaning "trading place", cf. Emporion).

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Emp%C3%BAries

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Emp%C3%BAries
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/History_of_Spain
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Prehistoric_Iberia#Greek_colonies
https://archive.org/details/Section01HC


Phocaea, or Phokaia was an ancient Ionian Greek city on the western coast of Anatolia. 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Phocaea

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Phocaea


But they insist the only lasting linguistic contribution made by the Greeks was the name “Iberia”.

The Greeks are responsible for the name Iberia, apparently after the river Iber (Ebro).

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/History_of_Spain

The Greeks called the river βηρ (Ibēr)Ἴ , and the Romans called it the Hibēr, Ibēr, or 
Ibērus flūmen, leading to its current name.

The Iberian peninsula and the Hibērī or Ibērī (the people of the area) were named after 
the river.

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ebro

A cynical observer might begin to wonder whether the Romans ever arrived in Iberia...

Could it be the Roman Empire narrative providentially borrowed the Etruscan language and 
rebranded it as Latin in the 2nd millennium?

See:https://malagabay.wordpress.com/2018/05/03/roman-chronology-the-etruscan-mystery/

https://malagabay.wordpress.com/2018/05/03/roman-chronology-the-etruscan-mystery/
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ebro
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/History_of_Spain


The Phoenicians [like the Greeks] have been written out of the Spanish linguistic narrative.

They say that history is written by the conquerors, but this wasn't the case for the 
Phoenicians. That is probably because, although they settled in the southern Iberian 
Peninsula for eight hundred years, the Phoenicians never managed to pass their language 
on to its inhabitants.

The Story of Spanish - Jean-Benoit Nadeau and Julie Barlow – 2013
https://archive.org/details/Section01HC

Similarly, the Carthaginians have been written out of the Spanish linguistic narrative.

Carthage was the Phoenician city-state of Carthage and during the 7th to 3rd centuries BC, 
including its wider sphere of influence, the Carthaginian Empire. The empire extended 
over much of the coast of North Africa as well as encompassing substantial parts of coastal 
Iberia and the islands of the western Mediterranean Sea.

Carthage was founded in 814 BC.

A dependency of the Phoenician state of Tyre at the time, Carthage gained independence 
around 650 BC and established its political hegemony over other Phoenician settlements 
throughout the western Mediterranean, this lasting until the end of the 3rd century BC.

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ancient_Carthage

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ancient_Carthage
https://archive.org/details/Section01HC


Officially, the Romans get the linguistic kudos for introducing Greek and Latin words into Spanish.

Around 75% of modern Spanish vocabulary is derived from Latin.

Ancient Greek has also contributed substantially to Spanish vocabulary, especially 
through Latin, where it had a great impact.

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Spanish_language

For linguists, the great puzzle of the Roman conquest is how the Romans succeeded in 
doing what no one had done before them.
…
The Romans managed to get the entire peninsula speaking Latin in about 250 years, even 
though they were fighting the Iberians the whole time.

How exactly did the Romans pull this off?

The Story of Spanish - Jean-Benoit Nadeau and Julie Barlow – 2013
https://archive.org/details/Section01HC

Unsurprisingly, there are a few problems with the official linguistic narrative.

Firstly, the Phoenicians had been plying their trade and language to the Iberian peninsula for [about]
800 years before the Romans [are said to have] arrived.

Around 1050 BC, a Phoenician alphabet was used for the writing of Phoenician.

It became one of the most widely used writing systems, spread by Phoenician merchants 
across the Mediterranean world, where it evolved and was assimilated by many other 
cultures.

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Phoenicia

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Phoenicia
https://archive.org/details/Section01HC
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Spanish_language


Secondly, the Phoenicians established settlements on the Iberian peninsula long before the Romans 
even arrived in Rome.

From the 10th century BC, the Phoenicians' expansive culture led them to establish cities
and colonies throughout the Mediterranean.
Canaanite deities like Baal and Astarte were being worshipped from Cyprus to Sardinia, 
Malta, Sicily, Spain, Portugal, and most notably at Carthage (Qart Hadašt) in modern 
Tunisia.

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Phoenicia#Important_cities_and_colonies

The most familiar date given for the foundation of Rome, 753 BC, was derived by the 
Roman antiquarian Titus Pomponius Atticus, and adopted by Marcus Terentius Varro, having
become part of what has come to be known as the Varronian chronology.

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Founding_of_Rome

By 1000 BC Greek and Phoenician traders had begun to visit the eastern coast of Spain, 
establishing small trading ports and introducing the native Iberian tribes to the alphabet, 
iron and the pottery wheel. 

The Carthaginian general Hamilcar Barca established the fortified settlement of Akra 
Leuka, in the mid-320s BC, which is generally presumed to have been on the site of 
modern Alicante.

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Alicante#History

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Alicante#History
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Founding_of_Rome
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Phoenicia#Important_cities_and_colonies


Thirdly, the name of Spain attests to the Carthaginian/Phoenician linguistic contribution to Spanish.

Among the many novelties the Phoenicians discovered, one small mammal caught their 
attention.

It was similar to a furry, tailless Middle Eastern creature with round ears that they called a 
hyrax, except this version had long ears and long legs, and multiplied at an astonishing 
pace.

The Phoenicians were evidently much impressed by these prolific little mammals. 

They named their new territory after them: I-shepan-ha, literally "land of hyraxes." 
Centuries later, the Romans Latinized this name to Hispania.
And centuries after that, the name morphed into España.



In other words, Spain's names originally meant something like "land of the rabbits."

The Story of Spanish - Jean-Benoit Nadeau and Julie Barlow – 2013
https://archive.org/details/Section01HC

Hispania is the Latin term given to the Iberian peninsula.
The term can be traced back to at least 200 BC by the poet Quintus Ennius.
The word is possibly derived from the Punic אי שפן "I-Shaphan" meaning "coast of 
hyraxes", in turn a misidentification on the part of Phoenician explorers of its numerous 
rabbits as hyraxes.

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Hispania_Citerior

Fourthly, the remarkable similarities between the Phoenician, Carthaginian Punic, Archaic Etruscan 
and Iberian Greek alphabets indicates it's difficult to determine which of these cultures [originally] 
contributed words to the vocabulary to the Spanish language.

See: https://malagabay.wordpress.com/2018/05/14/latin-languages-ionian-iberians/

https://malagabay.wordpress.com/2018/05/14/latin-languages-ionian-iberians/
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Hispania_Citerior
https://archive.org/details/Section01HC


Around 1050 BC, a Phoenician alphabet was used for the writing of Phoenician.
It became one of the most widely used writing systems, spread by Phoenician merchants 
across the Mediterranean world, where it evolved and was assimilated by many other 
cultures.

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Phoenicia

The Phoenician alphabet, called by convention the Proto-Canaanite alphabet for 
inscriptions older than around 1050 BC, is the oldest verified alphabet.
…
The Phoenician alphabet is derived from Egyptian hieroglyphs.

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Phoenician_alphabet

The Punic language, also called Carthaginian or Phoenicio-Punic, is an extinct variety of 
the Phoenician language, a Canaanite language of the Semitic family.
It was spoken in the Carthaginian empire in North Africa and several Mediterranean islands 
by the Punic people throughout Classical antiquity, from the 8th century BC to the 5th 
century AD.

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Punic_language

Etruscan alphabet
It is not clear whether the process of adaptation from the Greek alphabet took place in 
Italy from the first colony of Greeks, the city of Cumae, or in Greece/Asia Minor.
It was in any case a Western Greek alphabet.

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Etruscan_alphabet

The Latin alphabet is derived from the Etruscan and Greek alphabets, and ultimately 
from the Phoenician alphabet.

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Latin

Stated differently:

It's difficult to determine which language [Phoenician, Carthaginian Punic or Archaic Etruscan] 
ultimately evolved into [what is called] the Latin language that's inscribed in Lambaesis, Algeria.

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Latin
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Etruscan_alphabet
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Punic_language
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Phoenician_alphabet
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Phoenicia


See: https://malagabay.wordpress.com/2018/05/03/roman-chronology-the-etruscan-mystery/

If that sounds preposterous then it's difficult to find the right adjective for the mainstream narrative.

On the one hand:

Latin is an Indo-European language that's derived from Phoenician.

Latin is a classical language belonging to the Italic branch of the Indo-European 
languages. 

The Latin alphabet is derived from the Etruscan and Greek alphabets, and ultimately from 
the Phoenician alphabet.

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Latin

On the other hand:

Phoenician is a Semitic languages that's derived from an hypothetical [imaginary] language.

Phoenician was a language originally spoken in the coastal (Mediterranean) region then 
called "Canaan" in Phoenician, Hebrew, Old Arabic, and Aramaic, "Phoenicia" in Greek and 
Latin, and "Pūt" in the Egyptian language. 

It is a part of the Canaanite subgroup of the Northwest Semitic languages.

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Phoenician_language

Proto-Canaanite is the name given to
(a) the Proto-Sinaitic script when found in Canaan.
(b) a hypothetical ancestor of the Phoenician script before some cut-off date, typically 
1050 BCE, with an undefined affinity to Proto-Sinaitic. No extant ″Phoenician″ inscription 
is older than 1000 BCE.

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Proto-Canaanite_alphabet

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Proto-Canaanite_alphabet
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Phoenician_language
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Latin
https://malagabay.wordpress.com/2018/05/03/roman-chronology-the-etruscan-mystery/


https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Semitic_languages

The strangeness continues when the Carthaginian and Etruscan cultures are compared.

On the one hand:

Nothing survives of Carthaginian literature.

The difficulty which faces anyone who tries to write such an account is that he must rely 
largely on the information provided by the Greek and Roman enemies of Carthage, since 
nothing survives of the Carthaginians' own literature.

It is true that there were several Greek writers who described the history of the wars of 
Carthage with Rome from a standpoint favourable to the former, but their works are lost and 
what we know of them has to be deduced from later writers who used them as a source.
…
There is the further point that Carthaginian history is only recorded when it impinges on 
the history of Rome or of the Greeks in Sicily. 

Carthage - B H Warmington – 1960
https://www.questia.com/library/1321576/carthage

On the other hand:

The only surviving piece of Etruscan literature was discovered in Egypt.

The Etruscans had a rich literature, as noted by Latin authors…
However, only one book (as opposed to inscription), the Liber Linteus, survived, and only
because the linen on which it was written was used as mummy wrappings.

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Etruscan_language#History_of_Etruscan_literacy

The fabric of the book was preserved when it was used for mummy wrappings in 
Ptolemaic Egypt.

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Liber_Linteus

See: https://malagabay.wordpress.com/2018/05/03/roman-chronology-the-etruscan-mystery/
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The suspicion that the colonial connection between the Carthaginians and the Etruscans has been 
accidentally [or deliberately] erased from the official historical narrative is reinforced by the 
observation that the Carthaginians “established a Hellenistic-inspired empire”.

Unlike their Phoenician ancestors, the Carthaginians had a landowning aristocracy, which 
established a rule of the hinterland in Northern Africa and trans-Saharan trade routes.

 In later times, one of the clans established a Hellenistic-inspired empire in Iberia and 
possibly had a foothold in western Gaul.

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Punics

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Punics


In other words:

Has the official Roman narrative providentially borrowed from the Carthaginians?

Madghacen is a royal mausoleum-temple of the Berber Numidian Kings which stands near
Batna city in Aurasius Mons in Numidia – Algeria.
…
Madghis was a king of independent kingdoms of the Numidia, between 300 to 200 BC Near
the time of neighbor King Masinissa and their earliest Roman contacts.

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Madghacen

The Zaghouan Aqueduct or Aqueduct of Carthage is an ancient Roman aqueduct, which 
supplied the city of Carthage, Tunisia with water. From its source in Zaghouan it flows a 
total of 132 km, making it amongst the longest aqueducts in the Roman Empire.

The date of the construction of the aqueduct is not entirely clear.

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Zaghouan_Aqueduct

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Zaghouan_Aqueduct
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Madghacen


Amphitheatre of El Jem is an oval amphitheatre in the city of Thysdrus, El Djem, 
Tunisia… The amphitheatre was built around 238 AD in Thysdrus, located in the Roman 
province of Africa Proconsulare in present-day El Djem, Tunisia.

It is one of the best preserved Roman stone ruins in the world, and is unique in Africa.

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Amphitheatre_of_El_Jem

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Amphitheatre_of_El_Jem


And more specifically:

Has the Roman Republic Iberian narrative been borrowed from the Carthaginians?



Mérida is the capital of the autonomous community of Extremadura, western central Spain. 
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/M%C3%A9rida,_Spain

Today the Archaeological Ensemble of Mérida is one of the largest and most extensive 
archaeological sites in Spain and a UNESCO World Heritage Site since 1993.
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Emerita_Augusta

The Acueducto de los Milagros…. It is thought to have been constructed during the 1st 
century AD, with a second phase of building (or renovations) around 300 AD.
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Acueducto_de_los_Milagros

The Amphitheatre of Mérida… was completed in 8 BC.
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Amphitheatre_of_M%C3%A9rida

The Roman Theatre of Mérida… It was constructed in the years 16 to 15 BCE.
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Roman_theatre_of_M%C3%A9rida

The Roman circus of Mérida… There is no consensus about the circus' dating… 
It seems to have been built sometime around 20 BC...
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Roman_Circus_of_M%C3%A9rida

This temple… dedicated to the Imperial cult… built in the late 1st century BC or early in 
the Augustan era.
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Emerita_Augusta

UNESCO - Archaeological Ensemble of Mérida – Photograph Gallery
http://whc.unesco.org/en/list/664/gallery/

The mtDNA evidence favours the Carthaginians!

https://www.eupedia.com/europe/maps_mtdna_haplogroups.shtml#U6
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Footnote
The official list of Phoenician and Carthaginian settlements in Iberia from Wikipedia.

Abdera
Abdera was an ancient seaport town on the south coast of Spain, between Malaca 
(now Málaga) and Carthago Nova (now Cartagena), in the district inhabited by the 
Bastuli. It was founded by the Carthaginians as a trading station, and after a 
period of decline became under the Romans one of the more important towns in the 
province of Hispania Baetica. It was situated on a hill above the modern Adra.

Of its coins, the most ancient bear the Phoenician inscription abdrt with the head 
of Melkart and a tunny-fish; those of Tiberius (who seems to have made the place a 
colonia) show the chief temple of the town with two erect tunny fish in the form of 
columns.
Earlier Roman coins were bilingual: Latin inscriptions on one side, stating the name 
of the emperor and the town and a Phoenician ethnic on the other side, simply stating
the name of the town ('bdrt).[citation needed]

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Abdera,_Spain

Akra Leuke
Alicante, or Alacant, both the Spanish and Valencian being official names, is a city 
and port in Spain on the Costa Blanca, the capital of the province of Alicante and of 
the comarca of Alacantí, in the south of the Valencian Community.
…
By 1000 BC Greek and Phoenician traders had begun to visit the eastern coast of 
Spain, establishing small trading ports and introducing the native Iberian tribes to 
the alphabet, iron and the pottery wheel. 

The Carthaginian general Hamilcar Barca established the fortified settlement of 
Akra Leuka, in the mid-320s BC, which is generally presumed to have been on the 
site of modern Alicante.

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Alicante#History

Carteia
San Roque is a small town and municipality in the south of Spain.
…
The oldest known settlement within the municipality is the ruined town of Carteia, 
founded by the Phoenicians.
It became a Phoenician tradepost and evolved into a Carthaginian town by 228 
BCE. Its major trade was in local wine and garum or salazón, a fish-based sauce. 
Carteia was captured by Rome in 206 BCE.

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/San_Roque,_C%C3%A1diz#History

Gadir or Agadir
Cádiz is a city and port in southwestern Spain.
…
Founded in around 1104 BC as Gadir or Agadir by Phoenicians from Tyre, Cádiz 
is mostly regarded as the most ancient city still standing in Western Europe. The 
expeditions of Himilco around Spain and France and of Hanno around Western 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/San_Roque,_C%C3%A1diz#History
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Alicante#History
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Abdera,_Spain


Africa began here. The Phoenician settlement traded with Tartessos, a city-state 
whose exact location remains unknown but is thought to have been somewhere near 
the mouth of the Guadalquivir River.

One of the city's notable features during antiquity was the temple on the south end of
its island dedicated to the Phoenician god Melqart, who was conflated with 
Hercules by the Greeks and Romans under the names "Tyrian Hercules" and 
"Hercules Gaditanus". It had an oracle and was famed for its wealth.
…
The city fell under the sway of Carthage during Hamilcar's Iberian campaign after 
the First Punic War. Cádiz became a depot for Hannibal's conquest of southern 
Iberia, and he sacrificed there to Hercules/Melqart before setting off on his famous 
journey in 218 BC to cross the Alps and invade Italy. Later the city fell to Romans 
under Scipio Africanus in 206 BC. Under the Roman Republic and Empire, the city 
flourished as a port and naval base known as Gades.

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/C%C3%A1diz#History

Lepriptza - Nebrissa
Lebrija is a city in the province of Seville, Andalusia (Spain), near the left bank of 
the Guadalquivir river, and on the eastern edge of the marshes known as Las 
Marismas.
…
There has been human presence in the area since the Bronze Age, although the 
founding of Lebrija, possibly did not take place till the Phoenicians arrival, who 
baptised the settlement as Lepriptza, then to be renamed Nebrissa, during Tartessian 
times.

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Lebrija#History

Los Toscanos
Los Toscanos, a flattened hill on the right bank, near the mouth of the Vélez river, 
near Vélez-Málaga in southern Spain, was the location of an early Phoenician 
settlement.

It is believed that, when the settlement was abandoned, the Phoenicians did not leave
the Vélez valley, but merely moved across the river to Cerro del Mar.

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Los_Toscanos

Malaka
Málaga is a municipality, capital of the Province of Málaga, in the Autonomous 
Community of Andalusia, Spain.
…
The Phoenicians from Tyre founded the city as Malaka about 770 BC.
 The name Mala a or ml  is probably derived from the Phoenician word for "salt" ḥ ḥ
because fish was salted near the harbour.

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/M%C3%A1laga#History

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/M%C3%A1laga#History
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Los_Toscanos
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Lebrija#History
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/C%C3%A1diz#History


Onoba
Huelva is a city in southwestern Spain, the capital of the province of Huelva in the 
autonomous region of Andalucía.
…
The city may be the site of Tartessus; it was called Onoba by the Phoenicians. The 
Greeks kept the name and rendered it νοβα.Ὄ

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Huelva#History

Qart Hadasht - Carthago Nova
Cartagena is a Spanish city and a major naval station located in the Region of 
Murcia, by the Mediterranean coast, south-eastern Spain.
…
Possessing one of the best harbors in the Western Mediterranean, it was re-founded 
by the Carthaginian general Hasdrubal in 228 BC as Qart Hadasht ("New 
City"), identically named to Carthage, for the purpose of serving as a stepping-off 
point for the conquest of Spain. The Roman general Scipio Africanus conquered it in 
209 BC and renamed it as Carthago Nova (literally "New New City") to distinguish 
it from the mother city.

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Cartagena,_Spain#History

Speculum Rotae
The town of Rota is a Spanish municipality located in the Province of Cádiz, 
Andalusia.
…
The current town was founded by the Phoenicians at approximately the same time 
as Cádiz. Rota is assumed to be the same city known as Astaroth of the Tartesian 
empire. It later passed to the Romans, who knew the town as Speculum Rotae.

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Rota,_Andalusia#History

Sexi
Almuñécar is a municipality in the Spanish Autonomous Region of Andalusia on the 
Costa Tropical between Nerja (Málaga) and Motril.
…
Almuñécar began as a Phoenician colony named Sexi, and even today, some of its 
inhabitants still call themselves Sexitanos.
…
The Phoenicians first established a colony in Almuñécar in about 800 BC and this 
developed for six hundred years into an important port and town with the name of Ex
or Sexi and with a large fish salting and curing industry that was a major 
supplier of Greece and Rome. They also supplied a prized fish paste called garum 
made from the intestines of small fishes by a process of fermentation.
Archaeological evidence comes chiefly from Phoenician cemeteries, the earlier 
Laurita necropolis on the hillside at Cerro San Cristobal and the later necropolis at 
Punte de Noy.

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Almu%C3%B1%C3%A9car

From the 3rd-2nd centuries BC it issued a sizeable corpus of coinage, with many 
coins depicting the Phoenician/Punic god Melqart on the obverse and one or two 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Almu%C3%B1%C3%A9car
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Rota,_Andalusia#History
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Cartagena,_Spain#History
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Huelva#History


fish on the reverse, possibly alluding to the abundance of the sea and also a principal 
product of the area.

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Sexi_%28Phoenician_colony%29

Tarchon
Tarragona is a port city located in northeast Spain on the Costa Daurada by the 
Mediterranean Sea.
…
The real founding date of Tarragona is unknown.
The city may have begun as an Iberic town called Kesse or Kosse, named for the 
Iberic tribe of the region, the Cossetans, though the identification of Tarragona with 
Kesse is not certain.
William Smith suggests that the city was probably founded by the Phoenicians, 
who called it Tarchon, which, according to Samuel Bochart, means a citadel.

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Tarragona#History

Archaeological Ensemble of Tárraco is inscribed as UNESCO world heritage site 
since 2000. It is situated in Tarragona.

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Archaeological_Ensemble_of_T%C3%A1rraco

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Archaeological_Ensemble_of_T%C3%A1rraco
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Tarragona#History
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Sexi_(Phoenician_colony)


The academic assertion that Spanish is a Latin Language is the equivalent to asserting the title of 
Shakespeare's Macbeth should be called MacDuff because Lady Macduff makes a brief appearance 
towards the end of the play.

Lady Macduff is a character in William Shakespeare's Macbeth…
Her appearance in the play is brief…

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Lady_Macduff

The Latin alphabet evolved from the visually similar Cumaean Greek version of the 
Greek alphabet, which was itself descended from the Phoenician abjad, which in turn was 
derived from Egyptian hieroglyphics.

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Latin_alphabet

A more honest assertion would [at least] acknowledge Spanish was restructured and strapped into a 
Renaissance Latin straitjacket by Antonio de Nebrija in 1492.

“My grammar shall serve to impart to them the Castilian tongue, as we have used 
grammar to teach Latin...”

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Antonio_de_Nebrija

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Antonio_de_Nebrija
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Latin_alphabet
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Lady_Macduff


Renaissance Latin
...
By no later than the 15th century they had replaced Medieval Latin with versions supported 
by the scholars of the rising universities, who attempted, by scholarship, to discover what 
the classical language had been.

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Latin

See: https://malagabay.wordpress.com/2018/05/11/latin-languages-cognate-dissonance/

A more honest assertion would also acknowledge Spanish acquired many words [including Iberia 
and Spain] directly from traders and settlers long before the Romans [are said to have] arrived on 
the Iberian peninsula.

The narrative forgets the Greeks established Iberian settlements long before the Romans.

See: https://malagabay.wordpress.com/2018/05/14/latin-languages-ionian-iberians/

The Phoenicians [like the Greeks] have been written out of the Spanish linguistic narrative.

Similarly, the Carthaginians have been written out of the Spanish linguistic narrative.

See: https://malagabay.wordpress.com/2018/05/17/latin-languages-purged-punic/

https://malagabay.wordpress.com/2018/05/17/latin-languages-purged-punic/
https://malagabay.wordpress.com/2018/05/14/latin-languages-ionian-iberians/
https://malagabay.wordpress.com/2018/05/11/latin-languages-cognate-dissonance/
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Latin


Unsurprisingly, the official Latin Language narrative has an Iberian continuity problem.

On the one hand:

It's claimed Vulgar Latin was no longer spoken in Iberia by 600 AD.

It is believed that by 600, Vulgar Latin was no longer spoken in the Iberian Peninsula.

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Galician-Portuguese

On the other hand:

It's claimed Spanish began with the Vulgar Latin of the Roman Empire.

Google Translation

The history of the Spanish language begins with the vulgar Latin of the Roman Empire,
specifically with that of the central area of Hispania.

https://es.wikipedia.org/wiki/Idioma_español

Following the storyline that Spanish “begins” with the totally intangible “Vulgar Latin of the 
Roman Empire” is a revealing journey.

Vulgar Latin or Sermō Vulgāris ("common speech") was a nonstandard form of Latin (as 
opposed to Classical Latin, the standard and literary version of the language) spoken in the 
Mediterranean region during and after the classical period of the Roman Empire.
…
Because it was not transcribed, it can only be studied indirectly.

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Vulgar_Latin

Officially, the Romans didn’t have much to “say” about the Iberian peninsula.

The Romans, who landed on the Iberian Peninsula in the third century BC were the first to 
write down anything about the people who lived there.

They recorded observations about the three principal ethnic groups they encountered: the 
Basques, the Iberians, and the Celts, none of whom had written anything about themselves 
beyond the names of their dead on gravestones.

Yet some of the words from the languages of pre-Roman Spain did find their way into 
modern Spanish.
….
In between the Iberians and Celts, the Romans discovered another group.

The Romans seem to have run out of names by the time they discovered this people and just 
called them the Celtiberians.

Although most of what we know about these ancient civilizations comes from what the 
Romans wrote about them, the Romans didn’t have much to say.

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Vulgar_Latin
https://es.wikipedia.org/wiki/Idioma_espa%C3%B1ol
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Galician-Portuguese


This was a stark contrast to Gaul, where Julius Caesar wrote extensively about the Celtic 
civilization he conquered. 

Roman generals never recorded more than a few details about the people of the Iberian
Peninsula, not to mention their languages.

The Story of Spanish - Jean-Benoit Nadeau and Julie Barlow – 2013
https://archive.org/details/Section01HC

 
What the Romans did “say” dates back to the days before the Roman Empire.

Though linguists debate the real effects of this on modern Spanish, one thing is certain: the 
Latin spoken in Hispania contained words that had actually disappeared in Rome by 
the time Rome started conquering its other territories.

Relative to the other languages that grew out of Latin, Spanish, therefore, contains many 
words linguists label archaisms. 

The Latin word cansar (to tire) was still being used when Rome began settling Hispania but 
disappeared 150 years later, when Caesar conquered Gaul. 

Spanish (and Portuguese) are the only Romance languages whose verb for “to tire” 
resembles cansar. 

The Spanish word cuyo (of which, of whose) comes from a Latin word that slipped into 
Spanish with an identical form and meaning but was gone by the end of the first century BC 
in Rome, so no other Romance language acquired it.

The Spanish word además (above all), from the Latin denials, had also disappeared from 
Latin by then.

The Story of Spanish - Jean-Benoit Nadeau and Julie Barlow – 2013
https://archive.org/details/Section01HC

In language, an archaism is the use of a form of speech or writing that is no longer 
current or that is current only within a few special contexts.

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Archaism

In fact, what the Romans did “say” dates back to the Roman Republic of 200 BC.

At the time of the conquest of Hispania, querer meant “to wish.”
The meaning later changed to “to seek.”

The Roman poet Terence, who wrote in second century BC, uses querer in the sense of to 
wish, a sense it still has in Spanish, whereas the French quérir means to seek.

Other words in Spanish, such as arena (sand), uva (grape), ciego (blind), and queso 
(cheese), descend directly from this older version of street Latin that never took root in 
France or Romania.

The Spanish words hablar (to speak) and preguntar (to ask) also have their roots in this 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Archaism
https://archive.org/details/Section01HC
https://archive.org/details/Section01HC


Vulgar Latin spoken when Hispania was conquered.

They come from fabulari and percontari (in Rome, these would later change to loqui and 
postulare).

And Spaniards say mas (more) instead of plus or più like the French and the Italians 
because the custom in 200 BC was still to say magis instead of plus.

The Story of Spanish - Jean-Benoit Nadeau and Julie Barlow – 2013
https://archive.org/details/Section01HC

Furthermore, what the Romans did “say” dates back to the era when they were “fluent in Greek”.

During the Late Republic and the Early Empire, educated Roman citizens were 
generally fluent in Greek, but state business was conducted in Latin.

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ecclesiastical_Latin

The Latin alphabet was devised from the Etruscan alphabet.

 https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Latin#Old_Latin

Etruscan was written in an alphabet derived from the Greek alphabet; this alphabet was
the source of the Latin alphabet.

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Etruscan_language

This, of course, takes us right back to the beginning of the [circular] Spanish Saga when Greek, 
Phoenician and Carthaginian traders/settlers were all introducing vocabulary into Iberia.

The remarkable similarities between the Phoenician, Carthaginian Punic, Archaic 
Etruscan and Iberian Greek alphabets indicates it’s difficult to determine which of these 
cultures [originally] contributed words to the vocabulary to the Spanish language.

https://malagabay.wordpress.com/2018/05/17/latin-languages-purged-punic/

Stated differently:

There is no linguistic evidence the Romans introduced their vocabulary into Iberia.

The Greeks, Phoenicians and Carthaginians could have contributed all the necessary vocabulary.

Following this [alternate] line of inquiry produces some very interesting result.

https://malagabay.wordpress.com/2018/05/17/latin-languages-purged-punic/
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Etruscan_language
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Latin#Old_Latin
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ecclesiastical_Latin
https://archive.org/details/Section01HC


Step One – No Roman Empire in Iberia

If the Romans didn't arrive in Iberia then the associated Roman Empire narrative for Iberia is 
creative fiction.

A less charitable interpretation of the data suggests the entire Roman Empire narrative is 
creative fiction that incorporates convenient characters and available artefacts from Greek 
Republics scattered across Europe and around the Mediterranean Sea.

See: https://malagabay.wordpress.com/2018/04/26/roman-chronology-credibility-gap/

This would imply the era of the Roman Republic in Iberia is only separated from the era of the 
Umayyad Caliphate by the catastrophic Arabian Horizon.

The Umayyad Caliphate, also spelt Omayyad, was the second of the four major caliphates 
established after the death of Muhammad.
...
From the caliphate's north-western African bases, a series of raids on coastal areas of the 
Visigothic Kingdom paved the way to the permanent occupation of most of Iberia by the 
Umayyads (starting in 711), and on into south-eastern Gaul (last stronghold at Narbonne in
759).

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Umayyad

Al-Andalus, also known as Muslim Spain, Muslim Iberia, or Islamic Iberia, was a medieval 
Muslim territory and cultural domain occupying at its peak most of what are today 
Spain and Portugal.

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Al-Andalus

Emirate of Córdoba 756–929

The Emirate of Córdoba was an independent emirate in the Iberian Peninsula ruled by the 
Umayyad dynasty with Córdoba as its capital.

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Al-Andalus
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Umayyad
https://malagabay.wordpress.com/2018/04/26/roman-chronology-credibility-gap/


https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Emirate_of_C%C3%B3rdoba

Removing the Roman Empire from the narrative means three Emperors from the Roman Empire 
require rehousing in Iberia during the era of the Roman Republic.

Roman emperors Trajan, Hadrian, and Theodosius I were all born in Hispania.

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Hispania_Ulterior

Theodosius I is the last emperor in the official unified Roman Empire narrative.

Theodosius I, also known as Theodosius the Great, was Roman Emperor from AD 379 to 
AD 395, as the last emperor to rule over both the eastern and the western halves of the 
Roman Empire.

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Theodosius_I

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Theodosius_I
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Hispania_Ulterior
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Emirate_of_C%C3%B3rdoba


Theodosius I is also a 300 Year Repeater from the era of Trajan.

The Forum of Theodosius was an area in Constantinople.

It was originally built by Constantine I and named the Forum Tauri ("Forum of the Bull").

In 393, however, it was renamed after Emperor Theodosius I, who rebuilt it after the 
model of Trajan's Forum in Rome, surrounded by civic buildings such as churches and 
baths and decorated with porticoes as well as a triumphal column at its center.

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Column_of_Theodosius

300 YEAR “REPEATERS"
My claim that, during the 8th-10th century CE, Imperial Antiquity (1st-3rd c. CE), Late 
Antiquity (4th-6th c.) and the Early Middle Ages (8th-10th c. CE) run side by side, is 
stratigraphically justified.

See: https://malagabay.wordpress.com/2018/04/19/gunnar-heinsohn-comments-on-300-year-
repeaters/

Rehousing these Emperors is remarkably easy because they were all born in Italica [Spain].

https://malagabay.wordpress.com/2018/04/19/gunnar-heinsohn-comments-on-300-year-repeaters/
https://malagabay.wordpress.com/2018/04/19/gunnar-heinsohn-comments-on-300-year-repeaters/
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Column_of_Theodosius


Theodosius was born in Cauca, Gallaecia, Hispania (according to Hydatius and Zosimus) 
or Italica, Baetica, Hispania (according to Marcellinus Comes, writing later), to a senior 
military officer, Theodosius the Elder.

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Theodosius_I

Trajan was Roman emperor from 98 to 117 AD...
Marcus Ulpius Traianus was born on 18 September 53 AD in the Roman province of 
Hispania Baetica (in what is now Andalusia in modern Spain), in the city of Italica (now in
the municipal area of Santiponce, in the outskirts of Seville). 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Trajan

Hadrian was Roman emperor from 117 to 138...
He was born Publius Aelius Hadrianus, probably at Italica, near Santiponce (in modern-day
Spain), into a Hispano-Roman family.

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Hadrian

Italica (Spanish: Itálica; north of modern-day Santiponce, 9 km NW of Seville, Spain) was 
an elaborate Roman city in the province of Hispania Baetica and the birthplace of Roman 
Emperors Trajan and Hadrian.

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Italica

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Italica
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Hadrian
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Trajan
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Theodosius_I


Step Two – No Roman Republic in Iberia

If the Romans didn't arrive in Iberia then the associated Roman Republic narrative for Iberia is 
creative fiction.

This [very ironically] would rehouse the three Emperors [that were borrowed by the Roman Empire 
narrative] in the Carthaginian Empire.

Has the Roman Republic Iberian narrative been borrowed from the Carthaginians?

See: https://malagabay.wordpress.com/2018/05/17/latin-languages-purged-punic/

This perspective is clearly supported by Iberian [pre-Roman] history and mtDNA evidence.

https://www.eupedia.com/europe/maps_mtdna_haplogroups.shtml#U6

Colonies in antiquity were city-states founded from a mother-city (its "metropolis"), not 
from a territory-at-large. Bonds between a colony and its metropolis remained often close, 
and took specific forms.

However, unlike in the period of European colonialism during the early and late modern era,

https://www.eupedia.com/europe/maps_mtdna_haplogroups.shtml#U6
https://malagabay.wordpress.com/2018/05/17/latin-languages-purged-punic/


ancient colonies were usually sovereign and self-governing from their inception.

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Colonies_in_antiquity

This makes the North African mosaic themes found in Italica far more understandable.

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Colonies_in_antiquity


See: https://malagabay.wordpress.com/2018/01/25/enigmatic-egypt-myths-and-monsters/

This makes the “deep” cultural connections between North Africa and Southern Spain far more 
understandable.

In September 2002, we visited Tlemcen, Algeria, a university town of 150,000 people that 
was hosting a UNESCO conference on multi-lingualism.

The conference attendees were the first group of visitors the town had hosted since the 
beginning of Algeria’s decade-long civil war in 1990.

Located some twenty-five miles from the Mediterranean, Tlemcen is an elegant city with a 
distinct French layout but Spanish flair.

The hotels and public buildings, with their painted ceramic tiles and arched porticos, 
couldn’t be more Andalusian.

Al-Andalus is 150 miles from Tlemcen, across the Mediterra-nean.

Yet as we would see, the Andalusian influence in North Africa runs deep.

On our first evening, we attended a dinner concert at a hotel called Les Zianides, where we 
sat at the table of a certain Dr. Muhammad Ben Amar, one of the conference’s local 
organizers.

During the meal, a traditional North African orchestra played a nuba, an hour-long poem set 
to music.

The style of the nuba music was completely foreign to us.

Yet the sound of the crowd clapping their hands and snapping their fingers was familiar.

“That's Andalusia!” Muhammad exclaimed, as if it was self-evident.

The city of Tlemcen actually provides a window on the intertwined histories of North Africa
and Spain.

The Story of Spanish - Jean-Benoit Nadeau and Julie Barlow – 2013
https://archive.org/details/Section01HC

https://archive.org/details/Section01HC
https://malagabay.wordpress.com/2018/01/25/enigmatic-egypt-myths-and-monsters/


Tlemcen is a city in north-western Algeria, and the capital of the province of the same name.

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Tlemcen#History

Granada is the capital city of the province of Granada, in the autonomous community of 
Andalusia, Spain.

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Granada

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Granada
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Tlemcen#History


This also makes the travels of Trajan and Hadrian in North Africa far more understandable.

Timgad was a Roman-Berber city in the Aurès Mountains of Algeria.
It was founded by the Emperor Trajan around AD 100.

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Timgad

Unsurprisingly, Roman inscriptions are found at Lambaesis.
The most famous of these Roman inscriptions is the Latin text of a speech delivered by 
emperor Hadrian to his soldiers in 128 AD.

See: https://malagabay.wordpress.com/2018/05/03/roman-chronology-the-etruscan-mystery/

Antinopolis was a city founded at an older Egyptian village by the Roman emperor 
Hadrian…

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Antinopolis

This is especially true if the fall of Carthage and the closure of the Betic Corridor occurred at the 
Arabian Horizon [around] 637 CE.

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Antinopolis
https://malagabay.wordpress.com/2018/05/03/roman-chronology-the-etruscan-mystery/
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Timgad


See: https://malagabay.wordpress.com/2017/08/10/crashing-carthage/

Seville is the capital and largest city of the autonomous community of Andalusia and the 
province of Seville, Spain.
...
Spal is the oldest known name for Seville.

It appears to have originated during the Phoenician colonisation of the Tartessian culture in 
south-western Iberia and, according to Manuel Pellicer Catalán, meant "lowland" in the 
Phoenician language (similar to the Hebrew Shfela).

The mythological founder of the city is Hercules (Heracles), commonly identified with the 
Phoenician god Melqart, who the myth says sailed through the Strait of Gibraltar to the 
Atlantic, and founded trading posts at the current sites of Cádiz and of Seville.

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Hispalis#Early_periods

The rest [as they say] is History: 

Misattribution, misdirection, misdating and mirroring…

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Hispalis#Early_periods
https://malagabay.wordpress.com/2017/08/10/crashing-carthage/


At the beginning of the 5th century many migrants are said to have arrived in Iberia.



The Visigoths, Suebi, Vandals and Alans arrived in Spain by crossing the Pyrenees 
mountain range, leading to the establishment of the Suebi Kingdom in Gallaecia, in the 
northwest, the Vandal Kingdom of Vandalusia (Andalusia), and the Visigothic Kingdom in 
Toledo.

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/History_of_spain#Gothic_Hispania_%285th
%E2%80%938th_centuries%29

The last of these migrant groups to arrive were the Visigoths.

The Visigoths were the western branches of the nomadic tribes of Germanic peoples 
referred to collectively as the Goths. These tribes flourished and spread throughout the late 
Roman Empire in Late Antiquity, or what is known as the Migration Period.
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Visigoths

The Visigoths arrived late because they took the scenic route [via Rome] on their forty two year 
marauding meander across Europe to their Iberian retirement home.

The Visigoths emerged from earlier Gothic groups (possibly the Thervingi) who had 
invaded the Roman Empire beginning in 376 and had defeated the Romans at the Battle of 
Adrianople in 378… The Visigoths invaded Italy under Alaric I and sacked Rome in 410.
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Visigoths

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Visigoths
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Visigoths
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/History_of_spain#Gothic_Hispania_(5th%E2%80%938th_centuries)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/History_of_spain#Gothic_Hispania_(5th%E2%80%938th_centuries)


They then “began settling down” in Iberia by establishing the Visigothic Kingdom.

After the Visigoths sacked Rome, they began settling down, first in southern Gaul and 
eventually in Spain and Portugal, where they founded the Visigothic Kingdom and 
maintained a presence from the 5th to the 8th centuries AD.

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Visigoths

However, according to the linguistic history of Spain, the Visigoths “had very little impact on the 
language spoken” because there “weren’t enough Visigoths” to impose their language.

Apparently, there were only enough Visigoths to impose their will by conquering Iberia.

And, of course, like all good Germanic tribes of nomadic conquerors they spoke a “nonstandard 
form of Latin” called Vulgar Latin while writing their official documents in standard Latin.

During their actual reign, which only lasted two centuries, the Visigoths had very little 
impact on the language spoken there.

For the most part, they let the “Roman” inhabitants of Hispania keep speaking Vulgar 
Latin.

There simply weren’t enough Visigoths - between one hundred thousand and two hundred 
thousand took refuge in Spain among four million Hispanians - to impose their German 
language.

In addition, by the time they conquered Hispania, the Visigoths had been already doing 
business with the Romans for at least a century, so they spoke Latin. 

As a result, during the two centuries of Visigoth rule over Hispania, Latin remained the 
language of the administration, and all official documents were produced in Latin.

The Story of Spanish - Jean-Benoit Nadeau and Julie Barlow – 2013
https://archive.org/details/Section01HC

https://archive.org/details/Section01HC
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Visigoths


Kingdom of the Visigoths 418–c. 720
Languages: Vulgar Latin, Gothic (spoken among elite)

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Visigothic_Kingdom

Vulgar Latin or Sermo Vulgaris ("common speech") was a nonstandard form of Latin (as 
opposed to Classical Latin, the standard and literary version of the language) spoken in the 
Mediterranean region during and after the classical period of the Roman Empire.
…
Because of its nonstandard nature, Vulgar Latin had no official orthography.

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Vulgar_Latin

If the Visigoth narrative sounds like a tall story then that's par for the course.

For example:

The names of the early Visigoth kings sound like they have been “pulled straight from the medieval 
folklore of Germany”.

Some of the names of early kings of Spain sound strangely incongruous, as if they were 
pulled straight from the medieval folklore of Germany, rather than Spain: Reccared, 
Roderic, Athanagild, Leovigild, Seisebut, Chindasuinth, Recceswinth, and Wamba.

The Story of Spanish - Jean-Benoit Nadeau and Julie Barlow – 2013
https://archive.org/details/Section01HC

Theoderic the Great (454 – 30 August 526), often referred to as Theodoric, was king of the 
Ostrogoths (475–526), ruler of Italy (493–526), regent of the Visigoths (511–526), and a 
patricius of the Roman Empire.

https://archive.org/details/Section01HC
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Vulgar_Latin
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Visigothic_Kingdom


https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Theoderic_the_Great

In legends about Theoderic the Great… the Gothic king Theoderic became known as 
Dietrich von Bern… most of the legends were slowly forgotten after 1600.

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Legends_about_Theoderic_the_Great

The early Visigoth kings of Iberia are impossible to identify from their coins.

Liuvigild, Leuvigild, Leovigild, or Leovigildo, (c. 519[citation needed] – 21 April 586) was 
a Visigothic King of Hispania and Septimania from 568 to April 21, 586.

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Liuvigild

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Liuvigild
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Legends_about_Theoderic_the_Great
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Theoderic_the_Great


The first coins, commonly known as the pseduo-imperial series, imitate contemporary 
Roman and Byzantine coinage, with copied legends.

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Visigothic_coinage

But after 580 [apparently] the Visigoth kings of Iberia can be identified from their coins.

After 580 coins were issued in the name of the Visigothic kings.

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Visigothic_coinage

Ruderic was the Visigothic King of Hispania… 710 and 712...  an extremely obscure 
figure… little can be said with certainty …

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Visigothic_coinage
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Visigothic_coinage


https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Roderic

We do not have any documentation of the mints and little is known of their organisation 
or the relationship between the mints and the Visigothic state, beyond what can be inferred
from the changes in the coinage over time.

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Visigothic_coinage
Toledo is said to have been capital of the Visigothic Kingdom for over 175 years but there's “very 
little evidence” to support this claim as the Visigoth “inscriptions” have vanished.

There is very little evidence of the Visigoth presence in Toledo.

Most of what remains - fragments of buildings and the odd engraving in Gothic characters - 
can be seen only behind glass display cabinets in museums.
…
Otherwise, almost everything the Visigoths built was destroyed by the empires that 
followed them.

The Story of Spanish - Jean-Benoit Nadeau and Julie Barlow – 2013
https://archive.org/details/Section01HC

Wamba carried out renovation works in Toledo in 674-675, marking these with 
inscriptions above the city gates that are no longer extant but were recorded in the eighth
century.
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Toledo,_Spain#Visigothic_Toledo

Wamba was the king of the Visigoths from 672 to 680. 
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Wamba_%28king%29

Capital: Toledo (542-725)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Visigothic_Kingdom

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Visigothic_Kingdom
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Wamba_(king)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Toledo,_Spain#Visigothic_Toledo
https://archive.org/details/Section01HC
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Visigothic_coinage
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Roderic


Claims are made about Visigoth churches having characteristic horseshoe-style arches.

There are about a dozen churches throughout Spain that have characteristic Gothic 
horseshoe-style arches.

The Story of Spanish - Jean-Benoit Nadeau and Julie Barlow – 2013
https://archive.org/details/Section01HC

However, there are a few problems with this line of evidence.

Firstly, the prime example [cited by Wikipedia] of a Visigothic 7th century church with a 
characteristic horseshoe-style arch is “not the one currently standing”.

Church of San Juan de Baños in Spain, Visigothic architecture 7th century.

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Horseshoe_arch

An original church (which is not the one currently standing) was commissioned by the 
Visigothic king Recceswinth of Hispania (the Iberian Peninsula, comprising modern Spain 
and Portugal), in the year 661 and whose solemn consecration ceremony is believed to have 
taken place on the 3rd of January, 661.

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Church_of_San_Juan_Bautista,_Ba%C3%B1os_de_Cerrato

Secondly, archaeological studies at this prime example [cited by Wikipedia] of a church with a 
characteristic Visigothic horseshoe-style arch have established the site is “not Visigothic”.

The most recent archaeological studies have proven it to be not Visigothic, but Mozarabic 
(so, 9th century or more probably 10th century in date).

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Church_of_San_Juan_Bautista,_Ba%C3%B1os_de_Cerrato

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Church_of_San_Juan_Bautista,_Ba%C3%B1os_de_Cerrato
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Church_of_San_Juan_Bautista,_Ba%C3%B1os_de_Cerrato
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Horseshoe_arch
https://archive.org/details/Section01HC


Thirdly, the horseshoe-style arch is emblematic of Moorish architecture.

The horseshoe arch, also called the Moorish arch and the keyhole arch, is the emblematic 
arch of Moorish architecture.

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Horseshoe_arch

See: https://malagabay.wordpress.com/2016/07/17/catastrophic-english-christianity-as-a-
vedic-cult-2/

https://malagabay.wordpress.com/2016/07/17/catastrophic-english-christianity-as-a-vedic-cult-2/
https://malagabay.wordpress.com/2016/07/17/catastrophic-english-christianity-as-a-vedic-cult-2/
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Horseshoe_arch


The presence of an emblematic Moorish arch in the walls of Toledo suggests even the claimed 
Visigothic “renovation works” were actually undertaken by Moorish craftsmen.

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Toledo,_Spain#Toledo_under_Arab_rule

While the Visigothic brooches from Badajoz [as presented by Wikipedia] are far removed from the 
typical “round or triangular flat head” designs associated with Gothic brooches.

The eagles represented on these fibulae from the 6th century were a popular symbol among 
the Goths. Similar fibulae have been found in Visigothic graves in Spain.

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Visigoths

A fibula is a brooch or pin for fastening garments.

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Visigoths
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Toledo,_Spain#Toledo_under_Arab_rule


...
There are numerous types of post-Roman fibulae. 
The so-called Gothic group of bow fibulae have a round or triangular flat head plate, 
often with 3, 5 or 7 knobs, a small arched bow and a long flat diamond shaped foot. They 
were widely used by the Germanic Visigoths, Ostrogoths, and Gepids, and the non-
Germanic Slavs and Avars, and are found over a wide part of southern and western 
Europe in the 5th and 6th centuries AD.

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Fibula_%28brooch%29

This is no surprise because the Y-DNA evidence suggests the Visigoths didn't arrive.

https://www.eupedia.com/europe/maps_Y-DNA_haplogroups.shtml

https://www.eupedia.com/europe/maps_Y-DNA_haplogroups.shtml
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Fibula_(brooch)


What did arrive was the myth of a unified Christian Visigothic Spain.

Yet the most significant political impact of the Visigoths on Spanish was their legacy: the 
myth of a unified, Christian Visigothic Spain centered on Toledo.

The Story of Spanish - Jean-Benoit Nadeau and Julie Barlow – 2013
https://archive.org/details/Section01HC

This myth was the perfect excuse for the Christian conquest of Carthaginian-Moorish Iberia.

The Reconquista is a name used to describe the period in the history of the Iberian Peninsula
of about 780 years between the Umayyad conquest of Hispania in 711 and the fall of the 
Nasrid kingdom of Granada to the expanding Christian kingdoms in 1492.
…
Traditional historiography has stressed since the 19th century the existence of the 
Reconquista, a continuous phenomenon by which the Christian Iberian kingdoms opposed 
and conquered the Muslim kingdoms, understood as a common enemy who had militarily 
seized territory from native Iberian Christians.

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Reconquista

In other words:

The Iberian Visigothic Kingdom is a perfect example of Orwellian propaganda in action.

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Reconquista
https://archive.org/details/Section01HC

