
The 2021 by-election results from Hartlepool in the North-East of England provide some surprising 
insights into British Potemkin Politics.

Hartlepool is a port town in the Borough of Hartlepool, of which it is the administrative 
centre, in County Durham, England.

Wikipedia - Hartlepool
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Hartlepool

Labour won every election since the seat was first contested at the February 1974 
election (and mostly won the predecessor constituency of The Hartlepools from the 1945 
election onward) until Conservative candidate Jill Mortimer won the 2021 by-election, 
becoming the first Conservative MP to be elected to represent Hartlepool since 1959. 

Wikipedia - Hartlepool (UK Parliament constituency)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Hartlepool_(UK_Parliament_constituency)

In politics and economics, a Potemkin village is any construction (literal or figurative) 
whose sole purpose is to provide an external façade to a country which is faring poorly, 
making people believe that the country is faring better. 

Wikipedia - Potemkin village
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Potemkin_village

The declining fortunes of Hartlepool reflect the stark reality that heavy industry has been sold down
the river by British politicians in the post-war period.

The area became heavily industrialised with an ironworks (established 1838) and shipyards
in the docks (established in the 1870s). 
…
After the [second world] war, both industries went into a severe decline.
…
Blanchland, the last ship to be constructed in Hartlepool, left the slips in 1961.
…
In 1977, the British Steel Corporation announced the closure of its Hartlepool steelworks 
with the loss of 1500 jobs.

Wikipedia - Hartlepool
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Hartlepool

Malaga Bay - Mark Blyth: Global Trumpism
https://malagabay.wordpress.com/2017/07/09/mark-blyth-global-trumpism/

Unsurprisingly, the decline in Hartlepool's fortunes is reflected in the electorate's declining 
willingness to vote for the main political parties that have sold them down the river.

Tony Blair's New Labour was the last straw for many traditional Labour supporters in Hartlepool.

And by the way we don’t really care because we’re all going to move to the middle because 
that’s where the voters are and they’re the people with money and those are the ones we 
really care about.

So you get this shift under Schroeder.
You get the same thing under Blair with New Labour – whatever.
And you make that move.

And you basically take the bottom 30% of the income distribution and you say:

We don’t care what happens to you.
You’re now something to be policed.
You’re now something to have you behaviours changed.
We’re going to nudge you into better patterns as the Americans like to say. 

Malaga Bay - Mark Blyth: Global Trumpism
https://malagabay.wordpress.com/2017/07/09/mark-blyth-global-trumpism/

The Labour Party is a centre-left political party in the United Kingdom that has been 
described as an alliance of social democrats, democratic socialists and trade unionists.

In all general elections since 1922, Labour has been either the governing party or the 
Official Opposition. There have been six Labour prime ministers and thirteen Labour 
ministries.

Wikipedia - Labour Party (UK)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Labour_Party_(UK)

The electorate of Hartlepool are increasingly detached from British Potemkin Politics.

And thanks to Tony Blair the electorate of Hartlepool are increasingly Going Postal.

Democratic Audit - How not to recruit postal voters in the UK - 27 March 2019
https://www.democraticaudit.com/2019/03/27/how-not-to-recruit-postal-voters-in-the-uk/

Since 2001, any elector has been entitled to request a postal vote (known as postal voting
on demand) without giving a reason, apart from in Northern Ireland, where postal voting is 
available only if it would be unreasonable to expect a voter to go to a polling station on 
polling day as a result of employment, disability or education restrictions. 
...
After the introduction of on-demand postal voting in the UK, there has been a massive 
uptake in postal voting. 

Whilst in 2001 1.8 million postal ballots were distributed to voters, this has increased to 
more than 8 million postal ballots by the UK 2017 general election. 

Wikipedia - Absentee Voting in the United Kingdom
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Absentee_voting_in_the_United_Kingdom

The number of Postal Voters in the North East of England for the 2017 General Election was 
exceptionally high at 26.6%. 

UK Parliamentary Election, June 2017 Data Report
Electoral Commission - 2017
https://www.electoralcommission.org.uk/sites/default/files/pdf_file/UKPGE-2017-electoral-
data-report.pdf

It's debatable whether this exceptionally high level of Postal Voters accounted for Hartlepool's 
“surprising” Labour vote in the 2017 General Election.

Despite this intense Euroscepticism in the area making it perceived as a vulnerable seat for
Labour, at the 2017 general election Labour's new candidate Mike Hill retained the seat, 
with UKIP's vote falling by 17 points and Labour's rising by 17 points. This gave Labour 
their biggest total vote and popular vote majority in Hartlepool since 2001. 

Wikipedia - Hartlepool (UK Parliament constituency)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Hartlepool_(UK_Parliament_constituency)

The 2017 United Kingdom general election was held on Thursday, 8 June 2017, two years 
after the previous general election in 2015.
…
Opinion polls had consistently shown strong leads for the Conservatives over Labour. 

From a 21-point lead, the Conservatives' lead began to diminish in the final weeks of the 
campaign.

In a surprising result, the Conservative Party made a net loss of 13 seats despite winning 
42.4% of the vote (its highest share of the vote since 1983), whereas Labour made a net 
gain of 30 seats with 40.0% (its highest vote share since 2001). 

It was the first election in which the Tories had a net loss of seats or Labour had a net gain of
seats since 1997. 

This was the closest result between the two major parties since February 1974 and their 
highest combined vote share since 1970.

Wikipedia - 2017 United Kingdom general election
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/2017_United_Kingdom_general_election

In the United Kingdom a 2016 government inquiry found that postal voting "was 
considered by some to be the UK’s main electoral vulnerability and to provide the 'best' 
opportunity for electoral fraud... Evidence was presented of pressure being put on 
vulnerable members of some ethnic minority communities, particularly women and young 
people, to vote according to the will of the elders... the possibilities of undue influence, theft 
of postal votes and tampering with them after completion were all still risks."

Wikipedia - Absentee Voting in the United Kingdom
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Absentee_voting_in_the_United_Kingdom

Either way:

It's plain "perilously few" people participate in Potemkin Politics.

Nevertheless, when the result of the Hartlepool by-election was announced yesterday, most 
of the pundits – including the BBC – trotted out the usual mantra, noting that Labour had 
suffered a 16 percent "swing" to the Tories which had brought about the Conservative 
victory.

Yet, all the application of this simplistic metric does is obscure rather than enlighten, 
almost completely misrepresenting the situation as it has developed in Hartlepool over the 
years.
...
In essence, the Tory showing is actually quite mediocre, on which basis, rather than suggest 
that there had been a swing to the Tories, it would be more appropriate to point to that 
collapse of the Labour vote: the Tories didn't win the seat in any real sense.

Labour lost it.

This cannot be said to be any great endorsement for the Tories and, in many respects it 
paints a picture of party politics in decline.

In round figures, just four out of ten bothered to cast a vote and, of those, only two voted 
for Johnson's party – a mere 22 percent of the electorate.

Politics: Swings and Roundabouts
Eureferendum - Richard North - 8 May 2021  
http://www.eureferendum.com/blogview.aspx?blogno=87966

The mayoral elections are just as bad, if not worse. 

Picking one contest, more-or-less at random, the mayor of Doncaster, turnout is registered 
at 28.05 percent, with only 63,862 electors bothering to vote, out of an electorate of 
227,679.

First preference votes cast for the winner, Labour's Ros Jones, were 27,669, with 3,563 
second choice votes. 

The total, amounting to 31,232, delivers a shade under 14 percent of those eligible to vote.

On the basis of first choice alone, the percentage only just tops 12.
…
To the question, therefore, "who cares wins?", the answer is "perilously few". 

Politics: Who Cares Wins?
Eureferendum - Richard North - 9 May 2021
http://www.eureferendum.com/blogview.aspx?blogno=87967

However, it's wrong to say “our ruling elites do not seem to understand”

This is not a healthy situation and nor, in the longer-term, is it sustainable – more so when 
our ruling elites do not seem to understand that there is a problem.

Politics: Who Cares Wins?
Eureferendum - Richard North - 9 May 2021
http://www.eureferendum.com/blogview.aspx?blogno=87967

The “ruling elites” understand very well that democracy is a problem.

The “ruling elites” also understand very well that the people are a problem.

They are currently working to eliminate both problems.

Malaga Bay - H G Wells - The Flipping Fabian
https://malagabay.wordpress.com/2018/12/31/h-g-wells-the-flipping-fabian/

But, as always:

The best-laid plans of mice and men oft go astray.
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