
Ptolemy's Fortunate Isles are neatly aligned along his Prime Meridian.

The Ptolemy world map is a map of the world known … based on the description contained
in Ptolemy's book Geography, written c. 150. 

Wikipedia - Ptolemy's World Map
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ptolemy%27s_world_map

The Fortunate Isles ... in the Atlantic Ocean, variously treated as a simple geographical 
location and as a winterless earthly paradise inhabited by the heroes of Greek mythology.
...
Ptolemy used these islands as the reference for the measurement of geographical 
longitude and they continued to play the role of defining the prime meridian through the 
Middle Ages.

Wikipedia - Fortunate Isles
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Fortunate_Isles

The latitude range of the Fortunate Isles overlaps the latitude range of the Cape Verde Islands.

Cape Verde … is an archipelago … of ten volcanic islands …

Wikipedia - Cape Verde
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Cape_Verde

Earth Scientists have problems finding [amongst many other things] the Fortunate Isles 
because they can’t find a longitudinally aligned island chain off the coast of West Africa.

The Cape Verde Islands are plausible candidates because the latitude ranges of the two 
island chains [do at least] overlap.

Malaga Bay - Fortunate Isles Revisited
https://malagabay.wordpress.com/2020/12/08/fortunate-isles-revisited/

The antipodes for the Cape Verde Islands are in the Coral Sea [off the coast of Queensland].

Malaga Bay - Antipodal Hotspots and Bipolar Catastrophes
https://malagabay.wordpress.com/2020/12/01/antipodal-hotspots-and-bipolar-catastrophes/

Geodatos - Antipodes of Cabo Verde
https://www.geodatos.net/en/antipodes/cabo-verde

The Coral Sea is a marginal sea of the South Pacific off the northeast coast of Australia, 
and classified as an interim Australian bioregion.
...
The sea contains numerous islands and reefs, as well as the world's largest reef system, the
Great Barrier Reef (GBR), which was declared a World Heritage Site by UNESCO in 1981.

Wikipedia - Coral Sea
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Coral_Sea

An approximate antipode for Santo Antão [Cape Verde Islands] is Mellish Reef.

17.070°N 25.171°W
Santo Antão is the westernmost island of Cape Verde. At 785 km2 (303 sq mi), it is the 
largest of the Barlavento Islands group, and the second largest island of Cape Verde.

Wikipedia - Santo Antão, Cape Verde
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Santo_Ant%C3%A3o,_Cape_Verde

The Coral Sea Islands Territory is an external territory of Australia which comprises a 
group of small and mostly uninhabited tropical islands and reefs in the Coral Sea, northeast 
of Queensland, Australia. The only inhabited island is Willis Island.
…
Mellish Reef, being about 300 km to the east of the Northwestern Group, thus the most 
distant from the Australian continent of all the reefs and atolls of the Coral Sea Islands 
Territory, is not considered to be part of any group. It has the outline of a boomerang-
shaped platform around 10 km in length and 3 km across, area 25 km2. The surrounding 
reefs, which enclose a narrow lagoon, are completely submerged at high tide.

Near the centre of the lagoon is the only permanent land of the reef - Heralds-Beacon 
Islet. The island is a small cay measuring 600 m by 120 m, area 57,000 m2, only rising a 
few ms above the high-water mark.

Wikipedia - Coral Sea Islands
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Coral_Sea_Islands

QSL from Mellish Reef - Monday, 29 January 2018
http://sm5cbm.blogspot.com/2018/01/qsl-from-mellish-reef.html

VK9MT - Mellish Reef 2014
YouTube: István Gáspár
https://youtu.be/gdQvjq0M0ik

VK9MT Mellish Reef was activated on 30 March at 04:34z with ZL4PW first in the log 
and went QRT on 4 April at 1353z with JL1MTY closing the log. Our decision to leave the 
island didn’t come easily; safety was always the first priority. Just as the last QSO was made
it became clear we could not remain on the island another day. It was 01:00 (local) when the 
rain began. The wind was blowing at about 35 - 40 knots; we had water infiltrating the 
operating tents and the antennas were taking a severe beating. Over the 6 days we were on 
the island the weather grew progressively worse each day. … Once the storm was officially 
declared Cyclone Ita there was no question we made the correct decision.

News from the VK9MT Team - Final Press Release - 17 April 2014.
https://www.vk9mt.com/index.php/vk9mt-news/68-final-press-release

Mellish Reef is located at the northern end of the Tasmantid Seamount Chain.

Magma Production Along the Lord Howe Seamount Chain, Northern Zealandia
Maria Seton, Simon Williams, Nick Mortimer, Sebastien Meffre, Steven Micklethwaite and 
Sabin Zahirovic - Geological Magazine 156(9):1-13 - January 2019
https://www.researchgate.net/publication/330484659

The Tasmantid Seamount Chain is a 2,000 km (1,200 mi) long chain of seamounts in the 
South Pacific Ocean. The chain consists of over 16 extinct volcanic peaks, many rising 
more than 4,000 m (13,000 ft) from the seabed.

Wikipedia - Tasmantid Seamount Chain
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Tasmantid_Seamount_Chain

The Tasmantids are one of “two parallel” seamount chains off the East coast of Australia.

The seas off eastern Australia host two parallel, age-progressive seamount chains:
the  2500 km long Tasmantid∼
and 2000 km long Lord Howe seamount chains …∼

Magma Production Along the Lord Howe Seamount Chain, Northern Zealandia
Maria Seton, Simon Williams, Nick Mortimer, Sebastien Meffre, Steven Micklethwaite and 
Sabin Zahirovic - Geological Magazine 156(9):1-13 - January 2019
https://www.researchgate.net/publication/330484659

It is one of the two parallel seamount chains alongside the East Coast of Australia; the 
Lord Howe and Tasmantid seamount chains both run north-south through parts of the Coral 
Sea and Tasman Sea. These chains have longitudes of approximately 159°E and 156°E 
respectively.

Wikipedia - Tasmantid Seamount Chain
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Tasmantid_Seamount_Chain

The Lord Howe Seamount Chain is on the western slope of Lord Howe Rise, a deep-sea 
elevated plateau which is a submerged part of Zealandia. The Tasmantid and Lord Howe 
seamount chains are both broadly within the Tasman basin (the abyssal plain between Lord 
Howe Rise and the Australian continental shelf), and lie on opposite sides of Dampier Ridge 
(a submerged continental fragment).

Wikipedia - Lord Howe Seamount Chain
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Lord_Howe_Seamount_Chain

It's debatable whether these “two parallel” seamount chains were once replicated in the Atlantic.

The Seamounts of the Gorringe Bank - Oceana - 2005
https://eu.oceana.org/sites/default/files/reports/seamounts_gorringe_bank_eng.pdf

Malaga Bay - Cape Bojador and The Fortunate Islands
https://malagabay.wordpress.com/2020/08/12/cape-bojador-and-the-fortunate-islands/

Either way:

The Lord Howe and Tasmantid seamount chains appear to have formed in the last 1,500 years.

The Lord Howe Seamount Chain extends from the Chesterfield group (20°S) to Flinders 
Seamount (34.7°S).
…
The chain formed during the Miocene. It features many coral-capped guyots. 

Wikipedia - Lord Howe Seamount Chain
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Lord_Howe_Seamount_Chain

The Tasmantid Seamount Chain … ranges in age from 40 to 6 million years old.

Wikipedia - Tasmantid Seamount Chain
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Tasmantid_Seamount_Chain

The number of levels found in lignite mines and polar ice cores suggest it’s likely the lignite
mine deposits started to form at the Arabian Horizon [centred 637 CE].

Malaga Bay - Geological Rot
https://malagabay.wordpress.com/2020/09/01/geological-rot/

Earth Scientists don't just have mainstream mindset problems dating seamount chains.

They also have major mainstream mindset problems explaining away their formation.

“Two parallel seamount chains” clearly don't fit their fabulously imaginative subduction process.

Subduction is a geological process in which the oceanic lithosphere is recycled into the 
Earth's mantle at convergent boundaries. Where the oceanic lithosphere of a tectonic plate 
converges with the less dense lithosphere of a second plate, the heavier plate dives beneath
the second plate and sinks into the mantle. A region where this process occurs is known as
a subduction zone, and its surface expression is known as an arc-trench complex.

The process of subduction has created most of the Earth's continental crust.

Rates of subduction are typically measured in centimeters per year, with the average rate of 
convergence being approximately two to eight centimeters per year along most plate 
boundaries.

Wikipedia - Subduction
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Subduction

Alternatively:

These “two parallel seamount chains” appear to be Inflating Earth artefacts left behind by the 
Eastward advance of the spreading ridge that created the Coral Sea and the Tasman Sea.

The Australian Plate is a major tectonic plate in the eastern and, largely, southern 
hemispheres. Originally a part of the ancient continent of Gondwana, Australia remained 
connected to India and Antarctica until approximately 100 million years ago when India 
broke away and began moving north.

Wikipedia - Australian Plate
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Australian_Plate
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Wikipedia - Subduction
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Subduction

19°31′42″S 169°26′54″E

Mount Yasur is a volcano on Tanna Island, Vanuatu, 361 m (1,184 ft) high above sea level,
on the coast near Sulphur Bay … It has a largely unvegetated pyroclastic cone with a nearly 
circular summit crater 400 m in diameter. It is a stratovolcano, caused by the eastward-
moving Indo-Australian Plate being subducted under the westward-moving Pacific Plate.

Wikipedia - Mount Yasur
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Mount_Yasur

This alternative interpretation is totally unacceptable to the myopic mainstream mindset.

Therefore, the creative Earth Scientists envisioned three Australian hotspots.

In geology, the places known as hotspots or hot spots are volcanic regions thought to be 
fed by underlying mantle that is anomalously hot compared with the surrounding mantle.
[citation needed] Examples include the Hawaii, Iceland and Yellowstone hotspots.

Wikipedia - Hotspot (geology)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Hotspot_(geology)

It's claimed these imaginary Australian hotspots created volcanoes and seamounts [like a spot 
welder] as the Australian plate slowly slid over these hotspots.

A hotspot's position on the Earth's surface is independent of tectonic plate boundaries, and so
hotspots may create a chain of volcanoes as the plates move above them.

Wikipedia - Hotspot (geology)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Hotspot_(geology)

The Lord Howe and Tasmantid chains each resulted from the Indo-Australian Plate 
moving northward over a stationary hotspot; the hotspot for the Lord Howe chain is 
expected to presently be beneath Flinders Seamount. On the Australian mainland, a third 
north-south sequence of extinct volcanoes (which includes the Glass House Mountains) is 
likely to have the same origin.

Wikipedia - Lord Howe Seamount Chain
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Lord_Howe_Seamount_Chain

Like its neighbour, the Tasmantid Seamount Chain has resulted from the Indo-Australian 
Plate moving northward over a stationary hotspot.

Wikipedia - Tasmantid Seamount Chain
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Tasmantid_Seamount_Chain

Magma Production Along the Lord Howe Seamount Chain, Northern Zealandia
Maria Seton, Simon Williams, Nick Mortimer, Sebastien Meffre, Steven Micklethwaite and 
Sabin Zahirovic - Geological Magazine 156(9):1-13 - January 2019
https://www.researchgate.net/publication/330484659

Unsurprisingly, Earth Scientists try to avoid delving into details when it comes to hotspots.

In particular:

The Earth Scientists don't mention the intermittent nature of their imaginary spot welding process 
that requires a moving plate to temporarily stop while Mother Nature temporarily fires up the 
imaginary hotspot to produce a volcano or seamount.

When Earth Scientists do delve into the details they soon hit problems.

Mount Gambier is a maar complex in South Australia associated with the Newer 
Volcanics Province.
…
Mount Gambier is thought to have formed by a mantle plume centre called the East 
Australia hotspot which may currently lie offshore.

Wikipedia - Mount Gambier (volcano)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Mount_Gambier_(volcano)

The East Australia hotspot is a volcanic province in southeast Australia which includes the 
Peak Range in central Queensland, the Main Range on the Queensland-New South Wales 
border, Tweed Volcano in New South Wales, and the Newer Volcanics Province (NVP) in 
South Australia.
...
The cause of volcanism in the area is uncertain. 
...
Several observations, however, such as the lack of clear age progression across much of 
the province and the orientation of the NVP which is orthogonal to plate motion, are 
inconsistent with plume models.

Seismic anomalies, moreover, terminate at a depth of around 200 km, making the 
presence of a mantle plume unlikely.

Wikipedia - East Australia Hotspot
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/East_Australia_hotspot

Mount Schank is a 100 m (330 ft) high dormant volcano in the southeast corner of South 
Australia, near Mount Gambier.

Wikipedia - Mount Schank
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Mount_Schank

Tweed Volcano is a partially eroded Early Miocene shield volcano located in northeastern 
New South Wales, which formed when this region of Australia passed over the East 
Australia hotspot around 23 million years ago.

Mount Warning, Lamington Plateau and the Border Ranges between New South Wales and 
Queensland are among the remnants of this volcano that was originally over 100 
kilometres (62 mi) in diameter and nearly twice the height of Mount Warning today, at 
1,156 metres (3,793 ft).

Wikipedia - Tweed Volcano
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Tweed_Volcano

The Glass House Mountains are a cluster of thirteen hills that rise abruptly from the 
coastal plain on the Sunshine Coast, Queensland, Australia.
...
The range was formed as molten lava cooled to form hard rock in the cores of volcanoes 26-
27 million years ago. The source of the lava was from the East Australia hotspot. The 
cores of the hills contain columns of comendite from lava which cools quickly into a hard 
rock. The surrounding softer rocks have been eroded in the subsequent time, forming the 
spectacular volcanic plugs that remain today.

Wikipedia - Glass House Mountains
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Glass_House_Mountains_(Queensland  )

Wikipedia - Mount Hypipamee Crater
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Mount_Hypipamee_Crater

Murray Island is the only town on Mer Island (also known as Mer Island or Maer Island) in
the Torres Strait Island Region, Queensland, Australia. … Murray Island, in the eastern 
section of Torres Strait, is a basaltic island formed from an extinct volcano, last active 
over a million years ago.

It formed when the Indo-Australian Plate slid over the East Australia hotspot. 

Wikipedia - Murray Island, Queensland
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Murray_Island,_Queensland

The Maer volcanic province consists of 3 volcanoes spread over 8 islands.
The largest volcano is on Murray Island, 3km x 2km, and summit elevation 200m.
Maer volcano is 1-3 million years old with a volume of 1 cubic km.

Volcano Live - Murray Island Volcano
http://volcanolive.com/murray.html

Wikipedia - List of volcanoes in Australia
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/List_of_volcanoes_in_Australia

These problems include:

The Australian Plate moving in different directions and at different speeds all at the same time.

Wikipedia - White Queen (Through the Looking-Glass)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/White_Queen_(Through_the_Looking-Glass)

On the plus side:

These hotspot problems give the Earth Scientists plenty of excuses to exercise their imaginations.

Various tectonic causes have been proposed.

Wikipedia - East Australia Hotspot
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/East_Australia_hotspot

These Earth Scientists must close their eyes [aka sleep] when they exercise their imaginations 
because the Ring of Fire shows volcanic chains don't demonstrate “age progression”.

The Ring of Fire is a region around much of the rim of the Pacific Ocean where many 
volcanic eruptions and earthquakes occur. The Ring of Fire is a horseshoe-shaped belt 
about 40,000 km (25,000 mi) long and up to about 500 km (310 mi) wide.
…
The existence of a belt of volcanic activity around the Pacific Ocean was known in the early 
19th century; for example, in 1825 the pioneering volcanologist G.P. Scrope described the 
chains of volcanoes around the Pacific Ocean's rim in his book "Considerations on 
Volcanos".

Wikipedia - Ring of Fire
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ring_of_Fire

In running over the catalogues of active volcanos which have been framed from the 
accounts of such phenomena reported by eye-witnesses on different parts of the globe, we 
find them irregularly scattered over the whole surface of our planet, occurring indifferently 
in all latitudes, and under every meridian; sometimes detached singly, and at a considerable 
distance from each other; but generally either concentrated into close groups, or forming 
a connected linear chain or series; in some very rare instances seated in the interior of a 
continent: usually, however, rising as insular mountains from the depths of the ocean, or at 
very little distance from its borders, upon a maritime coast.

Considerations on Volcanos - George Poulett Scrope - 1825
https://archive.org/details/b29287406/page/2/mode/1up

The Chaîne des Puys is a north-south oriented chain of cinder cones, lava domes, and 
maars in the Massif Central of France. 

The chain is about 40 km (25 mi) long, and the identified volcanic features include 48 cinder
cones, eight lava domes, and 15 maars and explosion craters.

Its highest point is the lava dome of Puy de Dôme, located near the middle of the chain, 
which is 1,465 m (4,806 ft) high.

The name of the range comes from a French term, puy, that refers to a volcanic mountain 
with a rounded profile.

A date of 4040 BCE is usually given for the last eruption of a Chaîne des Puys volcano.

Wikipedia - Chaîne des Puys
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Cha%C3%AEne_des_Puys

As always: 

Review the evidence and draw your own conclusions.
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