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It's asserted [using back-to-front logic] that Artemis was venerated in her “local form” in Anatolia.

Artemis is the Greek goddess of the hunt, the wilderness, wild animals, the Moon, and 
chastity. The goddess Diana is her Roman equivalent.
…
Artemis was one of the most widely venerated of the Ancient Greek deities, and her 
temple at Ephesus was one of the Seven Wonders of the Ancient World.

Wikipedia - Artemis
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Artemis

The Temple of Artemis or Artemision, also known as the Temple of Diana, was a Greek 
temple dedicated to an ancient, local form of the goddess Artemis …
It was located in Ephesus (near the modern town of Selçuk in present-day Turkey).

In 268 AD, the temple was destroyed or damaged in a raid by the Goths … 
It is, however, unknown to what extent the temple was damaged.
…
The closure of the Temple of Artemis is assumed to have occurred sometime during the 
course of the early to mid 5th century, with the year of 407 as an early date.
…
It is unknown how long the building stood after the closure …

Wikipedia - Temple of Artemis
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Temple_of_Artemis

Artemis of Ancient Greece is “conflated” with the Persian Anahita.

Artemis was traditionally linked to fertility and was petitioned to assist women with 
childbirth. … In Asia Minor, she was often conflated with local mother goddess figures, 
such as Cybele, and Anahita in Iran.

Wikipedia - Artemis
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Artemis

Anahita is the Old Persian form of the name of an Iranian goddess …
…
The cult flourished in Lydia even as late as the end of the Hellenistic period and early 
Parthian Empire, well into the lifetime of Jesus. The Lydians had temples to the divinity 
at Sardis, Philadelphia, Hieroaesarea, Hypaipa (where she was still revered as Artemis 
Anaitis or Persian Artemis in Classical and Roman times), Maeonia and elsewhere; …

Wikipedia - Anahita
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Anahita

Wikimedia Category - Temple of Anahita, Kangavar
https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/Category:Temple_of_Anahita,_Kangavar

The Anahita Temple is the name of one of two archaeological sites in Iran popularly 
thought to have been attributed to the ancient deity Anahita. … The remains at Kangavar 
reveal an edifice that is Hellenistic in character, and yet display Persian architectural 
designs. The plinth's enormous dimensions for example, which measure just over 200m on a 
side, and its megalithic foundations, which echo Achaemenid stone platforms, "constitute 
Persian elements".
…
Dispute exists among scholars on the correct identity of the main structure at the site.

Wikipedia - Temple of Anahita, Kangavar
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Temple_of_Anahita%2C_Kangavar

The Persian Anahita was Sarasvatī in “Indo-Iranian times”.

Anahita is the Old Persian form of the name of an Iranian goddess …
…
According to H. Lommel, the proper name of the divinity in Indo-Iranian times was 
Sarasvatī, which also means "she who possesses waters".
…
Like the Indian Sarasvatī, Anāhitā nurtures crops and herds; and she is hailed both as a 
divinity and as the mythical river which she personifies, "as great in bigness as all these 
waters which flow forth upon the earth" (Yasht 5.3).

Wikipedia - Anahita
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Anahita

Saraswati Mother goddess;
…
Saraswati is the Hindu goddess of knowledge, music, art, speech, wisdom, and learning.
She is a part of the tridevi of Saraswati, Lakshmi, and Parvati.
All the three equal forms unite with the trimurti of Brahma, Vishnu, and Shiva to create, 
maintain, and regenerate the Universe, respectively.
The earliest known mention of Saraswati as a goddess is in the Rigveda.

Wikipedia - Saraswati
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Sarasvat%C4%AB

The Sarasvati River is a deified river mentioned in the Rig Veda and later Vedic and post-
Vedic texts. … As a physical river, in the oldest texts of the Rig Veda she is described as a 
"great and holy river in north-western India," but in the middle and late Rig Vedic books 
she is described as a small river ending in "a terminal lake (samudra)."

Wikipedia - Sarasvati River
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Saraswati_River

The Rigveda is the oldest known Vedic Sanskrit text. 
Its early layers are one of the oldest extant texts in any Indo-European language.
The sounds and texts of the Rigveda have been orally transmitted since the 2nd millennium 
BCE. The philological and linguistic evidence indicates that the bulk of the Rigveda Samhita
was composed in the northwestern region of the Indian subcontinent, most likely 
between c. 1500 and 1000 BCE, although a wider approximation of c. 1900–1200 BCE has
also been given.

Wikipedia - Rigveda
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Rigveda

The chain of ancient mother goddesses that originated in India also includes the Anatolian Cybele.

Despite her virginity, both modern scholars and ancient commentaries have linked Artemis
to the archetype of the mother goddess. … In Asia Minor, she was often conflated with 
local mother goddess figures, such as Cybele, and Anahita in Iran.

Wikipedia - Artemis
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Artemis

Cybele … Anatolian mother goddess … Phrygia's only known goddess … Greek colonists
in Asia Minor adopted and adapted her Phrygian cult and spread it to mainland Greece and
to the more distant western Greek colonies around the 6th century BC. …
In Rome, Cybele became known as Magna Mater ("Great Mother").

Wikipedia - Cybele
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Cybele

Fuman is the capital of Fuman County in Gilan Province, Iran … known for … the statue 
of the ancient Iranian goddess Anahita …
From 660 to 760, Fuman functioned as the seat of the Zoroastrian Dabuyid rulers.

Wikipedia - Fuman, Iran
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Fuman,_Iran

Malaga Bay - Catastrophic English: Mother Tongue and mtDNA
https://malagabay.wordpress.com/2016/07/29/catastrophic-english-mother-tongue-and-mtdna/

The Sardis archaeologists were so horrified by the Eastern origins of Cybele they decided to 
incorrectly identify the Head of Cybele unearthed at Sardis.

The association of Cybele with Sardis [the capital city of the Kingdom of Lydia] very 
strongly suggests the ancient flow of kings, conquest, and culture was from East to West. 
Unsurprisingly, the horrified Western archaeologists precipitated an identity crisis that 
resulted in them deciding the “head” belonged on the shoulders of anybody but Cybele 
Faustina the Elder.

Malaga Bay - Sardis 1: Identity Crisis
https://malagabay.wordpress.com/2021/08/17/sardis-1-identity-crisis/

By the 19th century, Sardis was in ruins, showing construction chiefly of the Roman period. 
Early excavators included the British explorer George Dennis, who uncovered an enormous
marble head of Faustina the Elder, wife of the Roman Emperor Antoninus Pius.

Wikipedia - Sardis
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Sardis

But they didn't stop there.

They also incorrectly identified the Temple of Cybele unearthed at Sardis.

The first large-scale archaeological expedition in Sardis was directed by a Princeton 
University team led by Howard Crosby Butler between years 1910–1914, unearthing a 
temple to Artemis, and more than a thousand Lydian tombs.
…
Disaster came to the great city under the reign of the emperor Tiberius, when in 17 AD, 
Sardis was destroyed by an earthquake, but it was rebuilt with the help of ten million 
sesterces from the Emperor and exempted from paying taxes for five years.
…
During the cataclysmic 7th Century Byzantine–Sasanian War, Sardis was in 615 one of the 
cities sacked in the invasion of Asia Minor by the Persian Shahin … The city continued its 
decline until its capture (and probable destruction) by the … warlord Timur in 1402.

Wikipedia - Sardis
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Sardis

The mother goddess storyline then gets strange.

In Greece the mother goddess Artemis it also said to be a virgin with a killer instinct.

Despite her virginity, both modern scholars and ancient commentaries have linked 
Artemis to the archetype of the mother goddess.

Wikipedia - Artemis
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Artemis

The strangeness is symbolised by the Diana of Versailles statue and it's red flag provenance.

The Diana of Versailles or Artemis, Goddess of the Hunt is a slightly over-lifesize marble 
statue of the Roman goddess Diana (Greek: Artemis) with a deer.
…
The statue is also known as Diana with a Doe, Diana Huntress, and Diana of Ephesus. 
…
It is a partially restored Roman copy … of a lost Greek bronze … c. 325 BC.
…
The statue was given by Pope Paul IV to Henry II of France in 1556 …
…
It was probably discovered in Italy.

Wikipedia - Diana of Versailles
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Diana_of_Versailles

Pope Paul IV, C.R. (1476-1559), ... was head of the Catholic Church and ruler of the Papal 
States from 23 May 1555 to his death in 1559. …
Among his first acts as pope was to cut off Michelangelo's pension, and he ordered the 
nudes of The Last Judgment in the Sistine Chapel be painted more modestly (a request that
Michelangelo ignored) (the beginning of the Vatican's Fig Leaf campaign).

Wikipedia - Pope Paul IV
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Pope_Paul_IV

Michelangelo di Lodovico Buonarroti Simoni (1475-1564) … was an Italian sculptor, 
painter, architect and poet of the High Renaissance born in the Republic of Florence …

Wikipedia - Michelangelo
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Michaelangelo

Alessandro Farnese (1520-1589), an Italian cardinal and diplomat and a great collector 
and patron of the arts, was the grandson of Pope Paul III … Alessandro Farnese is 
remembered for gathering the greatest collection of Roman sculpture assembled in private
hands since Antiquity, now mostly in Naples ...
...
In the Palazzo Farnese the best sculptors worked under his eye, to restore fragments of 
antiquities as complete sculptures, with great scholarly care. … Farnese collected ancient 
coins and commissioned modern medals. He had paintings by Titian, Michelangelo, and 
Raphael, and an important collection of drawings.

Wikipedia - Alessandro Farnese (cardinal)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Alessandro_Farnese_(cardinal)

The red flag provenance presages fakes, frauds, fictions and fig leaves.

This leaves the independent researcher to wonder whether Pope Paul III also employed 
sculptors to [anonymously] advance the provenance, power and profits of the Church.

Malaga Bay - S for Sculpture
https://malagabay.wordpress.com/2018/08/24/s-for-sculpture/

It’s very possible the Farnese family fabricated fabulous Roman relics that embodied 
their own stylistic and iconographic preferences.

Malaga Bay - F for Fake
https://malagabay.wordpress.com/2018/09/02/f-for-fake/

The red flags suggest the strange aspects of the Artemis storyline reflect whimsical artistic artefacts 
produced to please papal patrons who commissioned virginal fictions and fakes with fig leaves.

Either way:

Review the evidence and decide for yourself whether the Sardis archaeologists behaved like 
gentlemen and scholars or academic bounders.
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