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One of life's little mysteries is why Brutus chose Sardis for his rendezvous with Cassius in 42 BC.

Wild Winds - Imperatorial Coinage of Brutus
https://www.wildwinds.com/coins/imp/brutus/t.html

Marcus Junius Brutus (85-42 BC) … was a Roman politician, orator, and the most famous 
of the assassins of Julius Caesar. … By the end of the campaign in Asia minor, both Brutus 
and Cassius were tremendously rich. They reconvened at Sardis … in August 42.

Wikipedia - Marcus Junius Brutus
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Brutus

Rome had taken over the city in 133 BCE, when the last king of Pergamon, Attalus III 
Philometor, had died and had bequeathed his kingdom to the Romans. Sardes was, by now, 
a Greek city, with a gymnasium, Greek-style sanctuaries (although sometimes unfinished),
Greek city institutions, a theater, a stadium, and inscriptions in the Greek language.

Livius.org - Sardes
https://www.livius.org/articles/place/sardes/

Stated differently:

Why did Shakespeare select Sardis for Caesar's Ghost first appearance?

The Tragedy of Julius Caesar (First Folio title: The Tragedie of Ivlivs Cæsar) is a history 
play and tragedy by William Shakespeare first performed in 1599.

Wikipedia - Julius Caesar (play)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Julius_Caesar_(play)

Shakespeare’s Julius Caesar - Rajhans English Literature Series - 1976
https://archive.org/details/Khol_shakespeares-julius-caesar-rajhans-english-literature-

series/page/142/mode/1up

Willy The Fink ... the “world’s greatest” dramatist propagandist.

Malaga Bay - Willy The Fink and the Replica Royals
https://malagabay.wordpress.com/2020/06/18/willy-the-fink-and-the-replica-royals/

Follow The Mining
An alternate way to “follow the money” in ancient times is via metal mining.

In the case of metal mining:
Possession is nine-tenths of prosperity and Italy possessed very little [natural] prosperity.
The remaining one-tenth of prosperity was obtained via pillage and the military mint.

Caesar was so “un-Roman” even his coins looked positively Carthaginian.

Malaga Bay - The Great Splice
https://malagabay.wordpress.com/2018/09/28/the-great-splice/

Suggestion #1

Perhaps Sardis was selected for it's superior spa facilities.

The Bath-Gymnasium Complex at Sardis - F K Yegül - 1986
Sardis Expedition - Bibliography

https://sardisexpedition.org/en/publications/bibliography#Yeg%C3%BCl_1986_67207

Amazon US:  https://www.amazon.com/dp/0674063457
  Amazon UK: https://www.amazon.co.uk/dp/0674063457

A new expedition known as the Archaeological Exploration of Sardis was founded in 
1958 by G.M.A. Hanfmann, professor in the Department of Fine Arts at Harvard University, 
and by Henry Detweiler, dean of the Architecture School at Cornell University. 

Hanfmann excavated widely in the city and the region, excavating and restoring the major
Roman bath-gymnasium complex, the synagogue, late Roman houses and shops, a 
Lydian industrial area for processing electrum into pure gold and silver, Lydian occupation 
areas, and tumulus tombs at Bin Tepe.

Wikipedia - Sardis
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Sardis

… the reconstructed … entrance … was pieced together … from about 800 fragments.

Artists’ visions/versions of ancient Sardis
The Harvard Gazette - Ken Gewertz - 16 October 2003

https://news.harvard.edu/gazette/story/2003/10/artists-visionsversions-of-ancient-sardis/

Suggestion #2

Perhaps Sardis was selected for it's superb hospital facilities.

Sardis, now called Sart by the Turks, has not any collection of human habitations. …
On the plain is still seen the remnant of a noble edifice of which the five columns still 
standing supported a vast mass of marble, exciting the wonder of the ancients by what 
power it could be raised so high.
…
The remains of the Gerusia, or House of Croesus, are considerable, and consist of brick-
work remarkable for its durability.

Constantinople and the Scenery of the Seven Churches of Asia Minor
Robert Walsh - 1839 - Illustrated by Thomas Allom

https://archive.org/details/constantinoplesc01allo/page/66/mode/1up

gerusia … 1. A senate house in Ancient Greece
2. A public hospital or retreat in Sardes

Wiktionary - Gerusia
https://en.wiktionary.org/wiki/gerusia

Sardes (now Sart). …
There are relicks of massive building.
Marble piers sustain heavy fragments of arches of brick.
There is a portion of a large edifice, with a heap of ponderous materials before and behind it.
The walls are standing of two large and lofty long rooms, with a space between them, 
as in a passage.

Foreign Topography -  Thomas Dudley Fosbroke - 1828
https://archive.org/details/b22012035/page/249/mode/1up

Suggestion #3

Perhaps Sardis was selected for it's ability to make people “tremendously rich”.

Gold in our part of the world … is obtained in three ways:

in the detritus of rivers, for instance in the Tagus in Spain, the Po in Italy, the Hebrus in 
Thrace, the Pactolus in Asia Minor and the Ganges in India; and there is no gold that is in a
more perfect state, as it is thoroughly polished by the mere friction of the current. 

Another method is by sinking shafts; or it is sought for in the fallen debris of mountains.

Pliny - Natural History - Book 33 - Sections 66 
Translated by H. Rackham (1952) with some minor alterations

http://www.attalus.org/translate/pliny_hn33a.html

… Pliny the Elder [AD 23/24-79] … wrote … Naturalis Historia (Natural History) … 
During his stay in Hispania, he became familiar with … the gold mines of the … country.

Wikipedia - Pliny the Elder
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Pliny_the_Elder

… the river Pactolus, which had its source in Mount Tmolus, at one time carried from its 
interior a rich supply of gold."

Wikipedia - Mount Tmolus
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Mount_Tmolus

Aureliopolis ... previously called Tmolus ... issued coinage ... but the actual minting ... 
have been done in ... Sardis.

Wikipedia - Aureliopolis in Lydia
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Tmolus_(town)

Not far from the west end is the celebrated river Pactolus, which rises in the mountain 
behind, and once flowed through the middle of the marketplace of Sardes in its way to the 
Hermus, bringing down from  Tmolus bits of gold.

Travels in Asia Minor 1764-1765 - Richard Chandler
Edited by Edith Clay - 1971 

https://archive.org/details/ChandlerTRAVELSInAsiaMinor/page/n131/mode/1up

The stream Pactolus which flowed through the market-place "carried golden sands" in 
early antiquity, which was in reality gold dust out of Mount Tmolus.

Wikipedia - Sardis
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Sardis

The mines of Mt. Tmolus and the gold sands of the Pactolus were early exhausted.

Money - Francis A Walker - 1878
https://archive.org/details/money00unkngoog/page/n125/mode/1up

The excavation of the vast complex which covers roughly 5.50 acres (20,756 m.2) is by no
means complete; approximately one-third of it, especially the vaulted halls of the heated 
western section, still await the archaeologist's attention.

The Bath-Gymnasium Complex at Sardis - F K Yegül - 1986
Sardis Expedition - Bibliography

https://sardisexpedition.org/en/publications/bibliography#Yeg%C3%BCl_1986_67207
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… the superficial remains of a great aqueduct of the Roman period visible at many points 
on that shoulder of the Akropolis which projects southward and eventually connects with the
foot of the mountain.
…
Here and there are seen comparatively high substructures built of solid concrete, here and 
there are sections of large tile pipes embedded in masonry, and at two or three places are 
found square structures like the foundations of towers.
…
The specus appears to have been lined with opus signinum, and to have carried the water 
itself when first built, and later, probably after it had fallen into disrepair, to have been 
provided with at least two lines of large terra-cotta pipes.
…
It is plain then that this remarkable example of ancient engineering skill was constructed 
for the purpose of adding the waters of the Dabbagh Tchai to those of the Paktolos for the 
supply of Sardis, and of bringing the water into the city at a high level for greater facility 
in distribution.

The aqueduct, as it appears upon the surface, is a work of the Roman period, with repairs 
and changes of Byzantine times.

Sardis - Volume 1 - The Excavations - Howard Crosby Butler - 1916
https://archive.org/details/pt1sardispublica01ameruoft/page/35/mode/1up

Hanfmann excavated widely in the city and the region, excavating and restoring the major 
Roman bath-gymnasium complex, the synagogue, late Roman houses and shops, a Lydian 
industrial area for processing electrum into pure gold and silver …

Wikipedia - Sardis
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Sardis

Electrum is a naturally occurring alloy of gold and silver, with trace amounts of copper 
and other metals.

The ancient Greeks called it "gold" or "white gold", as opposed to "refined gold".

Its color ranges from pale to bright yellow, depending on the proportions of gold and silver.

It has been produced artificially, and is also known as "green gold".

The gold content of naturally occurring electrum in modern Western Anatolia ranges from
70% to 90%, in contrast to the 45–55% of gold in electrum used in ancient Lydian coinage 
of the same geographical area.

Wikipedia - Electrum
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Electrum

Wild Winds - Roman Republic Coinage of the family Volteia
https://www.wildwinds.com/coins/rsc/volteia/t.html

Luckily, additional information is available to assist with the evaluation of the options because it's
reported the Sardis Marble Court was dedicated to Caracalla, Geta, and Julia Domna in 211 AD.

Of particular significance is the construction of the Marble Court in A.D. 211 celebrated by 
an inscription carved on the first story architrave dedicating this space to the Emperors 
Caracalla and Geta (his name is erased) and their mother Julia Domna.

The Bath-Gymnasium Complex at Sardis - F K Yegül - 1986
Sardis Expedition - Bibliography

https://sardisexpedition.org/en/publications/bibliography#Yeg%C3%BCl_1986_67207

Caracalla … Roman emperor from 198 to 217 … 
was born … to Septimius Severus and Julia Domna, 
thus giving him Punic paternal ancestry and Arab maternal ancestry.

Wikipedia - Caracalla
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Caracall

Wild Winds - Coinage of Julia Domna
http://www.wildwinds.com/coins/ric/julia_domna/t.html

Wild Winds - Coinage of Caracalla
https://www.wildwinds.com/coins/ric/caracalla/t.html

Wild Winds - Roman Imperial Coinage of Caracalla
https://www.wildwinds.com/coins/ric/caracalla/t.html

Wild Winds - Roman Imperial Coinage of Geta
http://www.wildwinds.com/coins/ric/geta/t.html

Official Roman coins from about the 4th century onwards show clear mintmarks 
indicating the city where the coin was minted, also often the officina … that minted the coin.

Roman Numismatic Gallery - Roman Mintmarks
http://www.romancoins.info/Mintmarks.html

Wild Winds - Ancient Coinage of Lydia, Tmolus
http://www.wildwinds.com/coins/greece/lydia/tmolus/t.html

The Caracalla dedication further undermines the farcical Faustina the Elder narrative.

The flimsy Faustina narrative that states “the colossal heads found in the temple are 
presumably from cult-statues of Antoninus Pius and Faustina” is based upon a “lost” 
Greek text that was seen by Cyriac of Ancona [1391-1453/5] and then printed in 1685 
before being corrected in 1877.

Malaga Bay - Sardis 1: Identity Crisis
https://malagabay.wordpress.com/2021/08/17/sardis-1-identity-crisis/

Sardis, now called Sart by the Turks, has not any collection of human habitations.
…
As Diana was the great deity, and chief object of adoration to the Ephesians, so Cybele was 
to the Lydians, among whom she was said to be born. Her great temple stood at Sardis.

Constantinople and the Scenery of the Seven Churches of Asia Minor
Robert Walsh - 1839 - Illustrated by Thomas Allom

https://archive.org/details/constantinoplesc01allo/page/66/mode/1up

Herodotus mentions a temple dedicated to Cybebe, or Cybele, as damaged in the 
conflagration of Sardes by the Milesians. The same goddess is invoked in Sophocles as 
inhabiting by the great Pactolus, abounding in gold.

Travels in Asia Minor 1764-1765 - Richard Chandler
Edited by Edith Clay - 1971 - Page 203

https://archive.org/details/ChandlerTRAVELSInAsiaMinor/page/n132/mode/1up

A temple of Cybele at Sardis burnt ...

Herodotus: Book Five
https://www.reed.edu/humanities/hum110/Hdt/Hdt5.html

The Caracalla connection suggests Anatolian Cybele is [or is very closely related to] Punic Tanit.

Tanit was a Punic and a Berber goddess, she was the chief deity of Carthage alongside 
her consort Baal-Hamon.
…
Tanit was worshiped in Punic contexts in the Western Mediterranean, in Sicily, Malta, North 
Africa, Gades and many other places into Hellenistic times.

Tanit's worship might have originated in relation to the Phoenician deity Astarte (Ishtar), 
whose own worship is first dated in the Phoenician sites of Sidon and Tyre.

Wikipedia - Tanit
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Tanit

And the virginal mother goddess Tanit connects to Greek Artemis and Roman Diana.

In Greece the mother goddess Artemis it also said to be a virgin with a killer instinct.

Malaga Bay - Sardis 3: Temple of Cybele
https://malagabay.wordpress.com/2021/08/30/sardis-3-temple-of-cybele/

Tanit … In North Africa, where the inscriptions and material remains are more plentiful, 
she was, as well as a consort of Baal Hammon, a heavenly goddess of war, a "virginal" 
(unmarried) mother goddess and nurse, and, less specifically, a symbol of fertility, as are 
most female forms.

Wikipedia - Tanit
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Tanit

Artemis is the Greek goddess of the hunt, the wilderness, wild animals, the Moon, and 
chastity. The goddess Diana is her Roman equivalent.
…
Artemis was one of the most widely venerated of the Ancient Greek deities, and her 
temple at Ephesus was one of the Seven Wonders of the Ancient World.
… 
Despite her virginity, both modern scholars and ancient commentaries have linked 
Artemis to the archetype of the mother goddess.

Wikipedia - Artemis
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Artemis

The Early Roman Ruler adjustment of 1,180 years suggests the Marble Court was completed in 
1391 and [most likely] destroyed shortly afterwards at the tail-end of the Hecker Horizon.

Given the date range of the Antonine Plague [165-180 AD] it’s not unreasonable to adjust 
the calendar alignment so that 220 AD equates to 1400 CE i.e. an offset of 1,180 years.

Malaga Bay - 1400 Years of Fabricated Frosts
https://malagabay.wordpress.com/2021/03/01/1400-years-of-fabricated-frosts/

This suggests that the infamous “debasement” of the Roman currency was primarily 
triggered by a massive [upward] revaluation of precious metals caused by a fundamental 
lack of raw materials.

Malaga Bay - The Red Score: Greenland Gold
https://malagabay.wordpress.com/2017/01/27/the-red-score-greenland-gold/

But, as always:

Review the evidence and draw your own conclusions.
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