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The Acropolis of Sardis towers over the ruins of the Temple of Sardis.

At the extremity of the plain is the hill of the Acropolis, at this day representing, by its 
shape and position, what the ancient site is described to be. Its front is a triangular inclined 
plane, not difficult to approach ; its rear was an abrupt precipice, supposed to be 
inaccessible.
…
The front aspect of the Acropolis, which is accurately represented in our Illustration, exactly 
corresponds with this detail. Behind the Acropolis rise the ridges of mount Tmolus, covered 
with snow, and once celebrated for vines and saffron, odoriferous shrubs, and the longevity 
of its inhabitants. These properties of nature it retains to this day, and travellers speak of its 
balmy air, and the rich fragrance that is wafted from its aromatic herbs.

In it the celebrated Pactolus took its rise, and, pouring down its auriferous streams, enriched 
the capital with such abundance of gold, that mythologists accounted for it in their fanciful 
manner. The mountain has parted with all its auriferous particles, and the golden reservoir is 
exhausted, but the sands are still of a ruddy hue, and justify the name of the "Golden 
Pactolus."

Constantinople and the Scenery of the Seven Churches of Asia Minor
Robert Walsh - 1839 - Illustrated by Thomas Allom

https://archive.org/details/constantinoplesc01allo/page/n172/mode/1up

The Acropolis of Sardis hosts the remnants of a citadel.

Sardes was captured by the Sasanian king Khusrau II in 616, an event that marks the decline
of the city. The citadel, however, remained in use for centuries to come.

Livius.org - Sardes
https://www.livius.org/articles/place/sardes/

Malaga Bay - Sardis 2: Coin Chronology
https://malagabay.wordpress.com/2021/08/23/sardis-2-coin-chronology/

With a good imagination it's possible to visualise a magnificent stronghold with it's flat space, large 
garrison, two complete sets of walls, some temples and other buildings.

This great hill, chosen ages ago as an ideal place for a stronghold, had a flat space at the 
top, sheer sides, and a narrow approach on the side toward the mountains.

We know that a strong citadel, filled by a large garrison, occupied , the summit, and that 
two complete sets of walls girdled the crest of the hill. 

Some writers have even placed temples and other buildings in this upper city.

Sardis - Volume 1 - The Excavations - Howard Crosby Butler - 1916
https://archive.org/details/pt1sardispublica01ameruoft/page/15/mode/1up

However, reconciling reality with an imagined magnificence isn't easy.

That's because:

It's difficult to believe any sane person would build a citadel on an eroding lump of clay.

If it has not been evident before, it is plain to the beholder now, that the substance of these 
two red crags is not rock but clay, and that erosion by rain and wind has wrought in it 
the fantastic pinnacles and the tower-like structures that make them so unlike other 
hills.
...
But clay cannot resist erosion indefinitely.

By degrees, now rapid now slow, the hill has worn away.

Earthquakes have shaken down huge pieces of its structure, frost and rain have caused 
repeated smaller landslips, until the whole of the flat top of the hill has disappeared, leaving 
the knife-blade peak with its fragments of balancing wall. 
...
Furthermore they stand upon the very edge of the last remnant of the crest of the hill, and 
in many places the earth under them has 'weathered away so that their foundations 
overhang the perpendicular surface of the cliff by two or three metres, threatening 
imminent collapse.

Sardis - Volume 1 - The Excavations - Howard Crosby Butler - 1916
https://archive.org/details/pt1sardispublica01ameruoft/page/16/mode/1up

And:

It's difficult to believe any sane person would build a temple on the side of an eroding lump of clay.

The landslides, falling year after year, have buried the lower city, creating at the foot of the 
hill deep deposits which slope away to the river and the plain.

The great trapezoidal field, from the foot of which the two marble columns emerge, is only
a mass of disintegrated Akropolis.

Sardis - Volume 1 - The Excavations - Howard Crosby Butler - 1916
https://archive.org/details/pt1sardispublica01ameruoft/page/16/mode/1up

The accumulated earth and debris at the east end of the temple was found to be about 
ten metres deep, and many obstacles to digging, like huge fallen building stones, were 
encountered in the course of this work, with the result that the plan of Hamdy Bey was 
abandoned on the ground of expense.

Sardis - Volume 1 - The Excavations - Howard Crosby Butler - 1916
https://archive.org/details/pt1sardispublica01ameruoft/page/8/mode/1up

The mainstream usually avoids reconciliations with reality because it's an unavoidable conclusion 
that a catastrophic change in [or after] 615 CE started the process of burying the Temple of Sardis.

During the cataclysmic 7th Century Byzantine–Sasanian War, Sardis was in 615 one of the
cities sacked in the invasion of Asia Minor by the Persian Shahin. Though the Byzantines 
eventually won the war, the damage to Sardis was never fully repaired.

Wikipedia - Sardis
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Sardis

The little church at the southeast angle was built when the earth about the temple had risen 
to a level about a metre and a half above the platform.

Sardis - Volume 1 - The Excavations - Howard Crosby Butler - 1916
https://archive.org/details/pt1sardispublica01ameruoft/page/112/mode/1up

The break in the Sardis narrative is about 200 years long.
This suggests the brick building called Church M was built between 860 and 1365 CE.

Malaga Bay - Sardis 4: Byzantine Bricks
https://malagabay.wordpress.com/2021/09/06/sardis-4-byzantine-bricks/

The catastrophic 7th century marked the beginning of the transformation of the Old World [with 
inland seas] into the New World [with ocean basins].

This supports the view that the Ptolemaic Empire was a unified geographic unit before it 
was shattered by the opening of the Eastern Mediterranean Basin.

Malaga Bay - Anjar Alignments
https://malagabay.wordpress.com/2021/06/11/anjar-alignments/

The catastrophic separation of Anatolia from Africa during the “Miocene” left behind 
[amongst other things] Ptolemaic Egypt and the Kingdom of Syria.

Malaga Bay - Collapsing The Bronze Age Collapse
https://malagabay.wordpress.com/2020/11/23/collapsing-the-bronze-age-collapse/

These creative fictions are used to explain away the Arabian Horizon that [amongst other 
things] marks the opening of the Red Sea and the closure of the Tethys Sea as the uplifted 
Arabian Plate crashed into Persia.

Malaga Bay - Arabian Horizon: Battle of Yarmouk
https://malagabay.wordpress.com/2020/06/09/arabian-horizon-battle-of-yarmouk/
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The Arabian Horizon was a Natural Disaster [centred on 636.72 CE] that is easily 
identified in Leona Libby’s Old Japanese Cedar Tree chronology ...

Malaga Bay - Arabian Horizon: Battle of Yarmouk
https://malagabay.wordpress.com/2020/06/09/arabian-horizon-battle-of-yarmouk/

Omar (c. 584-644 CE), also spelled Umar was the second Rashidun caliph. …
In 638 … he decreed that the Islamic calendar should be counted from the year of the 
Hijra of Muhammad from Mecca to Medina [622 CE].

Wikipedia - Omar
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Umar#Reforms

Unsurprisingly, the geological history of Turkey is “poorly understood” with “remnants of oceanic 
lithospheric rocks” indicating parts of Turkey were recently covered by inland seas e.g. Tethys Sea.

Turkey's terrain is structurally complex. 
A central massif composed of uplifted blocks and downfolded troughs, covered by recent
deposits and giving the appearance of a plateau with rough terrain, is wedged between 
two folded mountain ranges that converge in the east.
…
Nearly 85% of the land is at an elevation of at least 450 meters; the median altitude of the
country is 1,128 meters. … More than 80% of the land surface is rough, broken, and 
mountainous, and therefore is of limited agricultural value. … The earliest geological 
history of Turkey is poorly understood, partly because these oldest rocks in the region are 
involved into younger deformation phases that hindered their evolution.
…
Turkey can be thought of as a collage of different continental pieces and remnants of 
oceanic lithospheric rocks amalgamated together by younger tectonic processes that 
involve accumulation of igneous (both plutonic and volcanic) and sedimentary rocks. 
…
Turkey is one of the world's more active earthquake and volcanic regions.

Wikipedia - Geology of Turkey
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Geology_of_Turkey

Wikipedia - Anatolian Plate
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Anatolian_Plate

Similarly, it's no surprise to learn the clay of the Acropolis of Sardis contains “water worn” pebbles.

Report on the Geology of Sardis …
Beyond this begin the slopes of the two spurs, known as the Akropolis and Nekropolis 
Hills. At first smooth, these slopes rapidly become steep and finally precipitous, the spurs 
culminating in faceted peaks 420 and 465 metres high respectively.
…
It is composed of fine grains of kaolin, muscovite, biotite and probably other ferro-
magnesian minerals, and a little quartz, with quantities of pebbles; flat pebbles of schist 
usually about 10 cm. in diameter but frequently much larger or smaller, irregular pebbles of 
gneiss often slightly angular, but always water-worn, quartz and pebbles of all sizes up to 
20 cm., but usually not over 10 cm., in diameter.

In the Akropolis and on the east side of the Nekropolis Hills the beds are mostly uniform and
massive, but about every 3 or 4 metres occurs a thin layer 30 cm. thick of well sorted 
fine material. The colour is dark brown, excepting that in the case of the fine material a 
dark red colour is caused by weathering.

Sardis - Volume 1 - The Excavations - Howard Crosby Butler - 1916
https://archive.org/details/pt1sardispublica01ameruoft/page/n197/mode/1up

Sardis’ gold was initially deposited in veins in the metamorphic rocks and then, these rocks 
weathered and released the gold that was then transported and concentrated in a nearby
basin. These gold-bearing, poorly-sorted, basin-fill conglomerates were then cemented, 
uplifted and weathered again with the gold being reworked and redeposited in the alluvium
of the Pactolus River.

Amalgamation and Small-Scale Gold Mining at Ancient Sardis
William E Brooks, Hüseyin Öztürk, and Zeynep Cansu

Archaeological Discovery - 2017 - 5,42-59
https://file.scirp.org/pdf/AD_2017012514110052.pdf

The threads of the mainstream narrative can be reused to create a catastrophic Acropolis Scenario.

The Acropolis Scenario begins with the earthshaking destruction of the Temple of Sardis and the 
associated uplifting of sections of the city to form the Acropolis of Sardis.

The ancient city was built on both banks of the Paktolos, and must have extended up the 
western slope of the Akropolis.

Sardis - Volume 1 - The Excavations - Howard Crosby Butler - 1916
https://archive.org/details/pt1sardispublica01ameruoft/page/n197/mode/1up

The Akropolis Walls …
There are many shafts of columns of small scale in coloured marble, which often appear 
in a row, side by side, as foundations.

There are drums of columns of larger scale in white and in coloured marbles ; there are
bases and capitals, fragments of architrave and of cornice, and countless bits of carving
of unknown purpose.

Sardis - Volume 1 - The Excavations - Howard Crosby Butler - 1916
https://archive.org/details/pt1sardispublica01ameruoft/page/21/mode/1up

In history books this earthshaking event appears to be the 365 Crete Earthquake.

The 365 Crete earthquake occurred at about sunrise on 21 July 365 in the Eastern 
Mediterranean, with an assumed epicentre near Crete. Geologists today estimate the 
undersea earthquake to have been a magnitude 8.0 or higher.

It caused widespread destruction in the central and southern Diocese of Macedonia 
(modern Greece), Africa Proconsularis (northern Libya), Egypt, Cyprus, Sicily, and Hispania
(Spain).

On Crete, nearly all towns were destroyed.

The earthquake was followed by a tsunami which devastated the southern and eastern 
coasts of the Mediterranean, particularly Libya, Alexandria, and the Nile Delta, killing 
thousands and hurling ships 3 km (1.9 mi) inland.

The earthquake is thought to be responsible for an uplift of nine metres (30 feet) of the 
island of Crete … corals on the coast of Crete were lifted ten metres (33 feet) …

Wikipedia - 365 Crete Earthquake
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/365_Crete_earthquake

The Late Roman Rulers adjustment of 244 years turns this event into the 609 Crete Earthquake.

When the Late Roman rulers dates, beginning with Philip the Arab, are incremented by 
244 years then the Late Roman and Byzantine chronologies align with the Arabian Horizon.

Malaga Bay - Sardis 2: Coin Chronology
https://malagabay.wordpress.com/2021/08/23/sardis-2-coin-chronology/

The 609 Crete Earthquake aligns with Leona Libby's Old Japanese Cedar chronology and is close 
to the 614/5 CE destructive dates used in the mainstream narratives for Ephesus and Sardis.

Malaga Bay - Digitised Japanese Isotopic Tree Thermometer
https://malagabay.wordpress.com/2016/04/08/digitised-japanese-isotopic-tree-thermometer/

The Acropolis Scenario then resumes for the period [in round numbers] between 850 and 1350 CE.

     
The period of 199 years between the death of Constantine III (A.D. 668) and the accession 
of Basil I (A. D. 867) is, up to the present, represented by no coins whatsoever.
 

Sardis - Volume 11 - Coins - H W Bell - 1916
https://www.sardisexpedition.org/en/publications

This suggests the Sardis brick building called Church M was built between 860 and 1365.

Malaga Bay - Sardis 4: Byzantine Bricks
https://malagabay.wordpress.com/2021/09/06/sardis-4-byzantine-bricks/

This 500 year period in the Acropolis Scenario coincides with the Earth's Sol Invictus Orbit.

A surprising aspect of the adjusted data is it’s 4th order polynomial projection that suggests 
the Earth’s Sol Invictus Orbit existed [in round numbers] between 850 CE and 1350 CE.

Malaga Bay - Ptolemy’s Paradigm: Sol Invictus Orbit
https://malagabay.wordpress.com/2021/03/14/ptolemys-paradigm-sol-invictus-orbit/

Malaga Bay - Ptolemy’s Paradigm: An Uplifting Story
https://malagabay.wordpress.com/2021/04/26/ptolemys-paradigm-an-uplifting-story/

Arguably, the Acropolis of Sardis initially experienced minimal erosion because the clay was baked 
hard during the long [hot and dry Mediterranean] summer in Sardis during the Sol Invictus Orbit.
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This would explain [the otherwise inexplicable] decision to cobble together [with ancient building 
debris] a “stronghold” on the Acropolis of Sardis.

The Akropolis Walls
A glance at close range at the fragments of wall that are still to be seen upon the Akropolis 
will convince one that they have no relation whatever, either in position or in construction,
to the stronghold of Lydian, Persian , Greek, or Roman, Sardis.

From foundations to top, they are composed of architectural fragments of the last two of 
these periods, and even Byzantine details are not wanting in the mixture.
…
The southern and eastern parts of this castle-like structure have double walls with vaulted 
passages between, and embrasures opening outward.  

The inner walls and the vaults are of brickwork, but outwardly this entire long stretch of 
Akropolis wall is of marble.

Probably not a single block in the whole mass was quarried to serve its present 
purpose. Many of them came from the regular ashlar of walls of temples and other public 
buildings; but a large proportion of the material is made up of heterogeneous architectural 
details, roughly set in crude mortar.

Sardis - Volume 1 - The Excavations - Howard Crosby Butler - 1916
https://archive.org/details/pt1sardispublica01ameruoft/page/21/mode/1up

The burial of the Temple of Sardis began when a “great fragment” broke off the Acropolis of Sardis.

All this work at the east end of the temple area was raising a number of questions difficult to
answer. Not thirty metres from the facade of the temple rose a precipitous mass of hard-
packed earth about twelve metres high covered with a lighter deposit five metres deep.
…

Mr. William Warfield, our geologist, found that the hard mass at the east end of the 
excavations was not an original formation, but a great fragment of the Akropolis, which
at some time during the historical period had fallen, had been shaped into the steep slope 
directly in front of the temple, and at certain points, according to the preponderance of one 
material or another and to the conditions of water, had become quite as hard as the original 
substance of the Akropolis, especially in the lower levels where pressure was greater.

Sardis - Volume 1 - The Excavations - Howard Crosby Butler - 1916
https://archive.org/details/pt1sardispublica01ameruoft/page/132/mode/1up

The mainstream associates the falling of the “great fragment” with the Lydia Earthquake of 17 AD.

The AD 17 Lydia earthquake caused the destruction of at least twelve cities in the region 
of Lydia in the Roman province of Asia in Asia Minor (now part of Turkey).
…
The city of Sardis … never completely recovered from the destruction.

Wikipedia - AD 17 Lydia earthquake
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/17_AD_Lydia_earthquake

Disaster came to the great city under the reign of the emperor Tiberius, when in 17 AD, 
Sardis was destroyed by an earthquake, but it was rebuilt with the help of ten million 
sesterces from the Emperor and exempted from paying taxes for five years.

Wikipedia - Sardis
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Sardis

It is plain that the steep slope at the southeast of the temple was terraced, and masked by 
small buildings, exedras and the like, not earlier than the first century of our era.

Sardis - Volume 1 - The Excavations - Howard Crosby Butler - 1916
https://archive.org/details/pt1sardispublica01ameruoft/page/132/mode/1up

The 1,180 year Early Roman Ruler adjustment suggests the Lydia Earthquake occurred in 1197.

Given the date range of the Antonine Plague [165-180 AD] it’s not unreasonable to adjust 
the calendar alignment so that 220 AD equates to 1400 CE i.e. an offset of 1,180 years.

Malaga Bay - 1400 Years of Fabricated Frosts
https://malagabay.wordpress.com/2021/03/01/1400-years-of-fabricated-frosts/

The adjusted 1197 date for the Lydia Earthquake may be reflected in the 1202 Syria earthquake 
and the 1205 spike in Theodore I coins in the Sardis Byzantine Coin Chronology.

The 1202 Syria earthquake … 
Up to 1,100,000 deaths have been associated with this earthquake …
felt over a very wide area, from Sicily to Mesopotamia and Anatolia …
A magnitude of Ms = 7.6 has been estimated …

Wikipedia - 1202 Syria earthquake
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/1202_Syria_earthquake

The attribution of nos. 973-84 to Theodore I of Nicaea cannot be regarded as certain; in
no instance did the obverse inscription 'take' in the striking. The three new types with which 
he has been credited bear strong resemblances, however, both to each other and to coins 
previously assigned to this Emperor.

Sardis - Volume 11 - Coins - H W Bell - 1916
https://www.sardisexpedition.org/en/publications

Heavy rains soon after the Lydia Earthquake ensured the continued burial of the Temple of Sardis.

Soon after the catastrophe the part of the city not overwhelmed was covered with fine silt, 
washed from the loose debris and fairly evenly distributed over the slope toward the 
Paktolos, forming a deposit resembling an alluvial fan.

Shortly after this, however, two well defined drainage channels were formed, separated by 
the above mentioned spur and flowing nearly parallel into the Paktolos.

The streams in these channels cut away the sides of the fan first deposited and left only a 
narrow ridge of the fine material protected by the spur.

Heavy rains then brought down further deposits of fine material and built up thin beds 
over the ridge, so that the whole resembles a sharp anticlinal fold.

Sardis - Volume 1 - The Excavations - Howard Crosby Butler - 1916
https://archive.org/details/pt1sardispublica01ameruoft/page/n197/mode/1up

Note: The “heavy rains” were probably triggered by the refilling of the Mediterranean.

Malaga Bay - Cape Bojador and The Burning Ocean
https://malagabay.wordpress.com/2020/08/10/cape-bojador-and-the-burning-ocean/

When the level dropped by about 400 metres the Mediterranean split into two separate sea 
basins. The drop in sea level transformed the provincial ports of Ostia and Tarento into 
strategically vital ports – connected by the Appian Way …

Malaga Bay - Roads to Rome
https://malagabay.wordpress.com/2019/01/14/roads-to-rome/

Malaga Bay - Alaskan Muck: Anaximander’s Cake
https://malagabay.wordpress.com/2019/07/24/alaskan-muck-anaximanders-cake/

The 1303 Crete Earthquake facilitated the 1306 Ottoman acquisition of the Acropolis of Sardis.

The 1303 Crete earthquake occurred at about dawn on 8 August. It had an estimated 
magnitude of about 8, a maximum intensity of IX (Violent) on the Mercalli intensity scale, 
and triggered a major tsunami that caused severe damage and loss of life on Crete and at 
Alexandria.
…
Although the precise location of the epicenter is uncertain, it is generally agreed that the 
earthquake ruptured the eastern segment of the Hellenic arc somewhere between Crete and 
Rhodes. The earthquake caused damage over a wide area including Crete, the 
Peloponnese, Rhodes, Cairo, Acre, Damascus, Antioch, and Cyprus and was felt as far 
away as Constantinople (1,000 km, 620 mi) and possibly Tunis (1,500 km, 930 mi).

Wikipedia - 1303 Crete Earthquake
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/1303_Crete_earthquake

Sardis was situated in the middle of Hermus valley, at the foot of Mount Tmolus, a steep 
and lofty spur which formed the citadel.
…
However once the Byzantines retook Constantinople in 1261, Sardis with the entire Asia 
Minor was neglected and the region eventually fell under the control of Ghazi (Ghazw) 
emirs. The Cayster valleys and a fort on the citadel of Sardis was handed over to them 
by treaty in 1306.

Wikipedia - Sardis
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Sardis

A ghazi was an individual who participated in ghazw, meaning military expeditions or 
raiding. … In later periods of Islamic history the honorific title of ghāzī was assumed by 
those Muslim rulers who showed conspicuous success in extending the domains of Islam,
and eventually the honorific became exclusive to them, much as the Roman title imperator 
became the exclusive property of the supreme ruler of the Roman state and his family. 
…
The Ottomans were probably the first to adopt this practice, and in any case the institution
of ghazw reaches back to the beginnings of their state …

Wikipedia - Ghazi (warrior)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ghazi_(warrior)

Sardis and Ephesus appear to have made their final curtain call not after 1365.

The earliest date which can be assigned to any of the coins is 1285 ; these were struck by 
Charles II of Naples ; the latest may be placed not after 1365, these being struck by Roger 
de Pins, Grand Master of Rhodes.

An Account of a Hoard of Coins Found at Ephesus - H A Grueber 
The Numismatic Chronical - Journal of The Numismatic Society - Volume XII - 1872

https://archive.org/details/in.ernet.dli.2015.175695/page/n123/mode/1up

Roger de Pins 1355–1365 

Wikipedia - List of Grand Masters of the Knights Hospitaller
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/List_of_Grand_Masters_of_the_Knights_Hospitaller

Perhaps the final curtain call coincided with the conclusion of the Pax Romana concept in 1360 CE
i.e. the 1,180 year Early Roman Ruler adjustment is applied to the mainstream date of 180 AD.

The Pax Romana is a roughly 200-year-long timespan of Roman history which is identified 
as a period and golden age of increased as well as sustained Roman imperialism, order, 
prosperous stability, hegemonial power and expansion, despite a number of revolts, wars and
continuing competition with Parthia.

It is traditionally dated as commencing from the accession of Caesar Augustus, founder of 
the Roman principate, in 27 BC and concluding in 180 AD with the death of Marcus 
Aurelius, the last of the "Five Good Emperors".
…
The Pax Romana began when Octavian (Augustus) defeated Mark Antony and Cleopatra in
the Battle of Actium on 2 September 31 BC and became Roman emperor.

Wikipedia - Pax Romana
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Pax_Romana

Either way: 

Review the evidence and draw your own conclusions.
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