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The mainstream Lydia narrative is a curious affair:

1) The Persian Arc of History and the Kingdom of Lydia both begin in “about 1200 BC”.

The mainstream Persian Eras suggest the Arc of History stretches back to about 1200 BC.

Malaga Bay - Sardis 8: The Arc of History
https://malagabay.wordpress.com/2021/10/04/sardis-8-the-arc-of-history/

The Kingdom of Lydia existed from about 1200 BC to 546 BC. 
At its greatest extent, during the 7th century BC, it covered all of western Anatolia.

Wikipedia - Lydia
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Lydia

2) The Kingdom of Lydia existed in the Era of City-States.

Colonies in antiquity were city-states founded from a mother-city, not from a territory-
at-large. Bonds remained close, and took specific forms.
…
More than thirty Greek city-states had multiple colonies. 
They became dotted across … Anatolia (modern Turkey) …
from the late 9th to the 5th centuries BC.

Wikipedia - Colonies in Antiquity
https://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Colonies_in_antiquity&oldid=116613444

3) The Lydian Empire existed in the Era of City-States.

It is, however, more probable that Sardis was not the original capital of the Maeonians, but 
that it became so amid the changes which produced the powerful Lydian empire of the 8th 
century BC.

Wikipedia - Sardis
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Sardis

4) The Lydian Empire heralds the arrival of the Persian Empires.

The Kingdom of Lydia existed from about 1200 BC to 546 BC. 
...
In 546 BC, it became a province of the Achaemenid Persian Empire, known as the 
satrapy of Lydia or Sparda in Old Persian.

Wikipedia - Lydia
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Lydia

5) The Satrapy of Lydia heralds the arrival of the Roman Province of Asia.

Sardes or Sardis: capital of Lydia, one of the most important sites in western Turkey, one of 
the "seven churches" of the Revelation of John, modern Sartmustapha.
…
Rome had taken over the city in 133 BCE, when the last king of Pergamon, Attalus III 
Philometor, had died and had bequeathed his kingdom to the Romans.

Livius.org - Sardes
https://www.livius.org/articles/place/sardes/

The Kingdom of Lydia existed from about 1200 BC to 546 BC. 
…
In 133 BC, it became part of the Roman province of Asia.
…
Under the tetrarchy reform of Emperor Diocletian in 296 AD, Lydia was revived as the 
name of a separate Roman province, much smaller than the former satrapy, with its capital 
at Sardis.

Wikipedia - Lydia
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Lydia

6) The Roman Province of Lydia is followed in the 2nd millennium by the Sultanate of Rome.

Two instances of the double-headed eagle are particularly intriguing.

The 2nd millennium AD Sultanate of Rum double-headed eagle in Anatolia.

And the 2nd millennium BC Hittite double-headed eagle in Anatolia.

Malaga Bay - Collapsing The Bronze Age Collapse
https://malagabay.wordpress.com/2020/11/23/collapsing-the-bronze-age-collapse/

The Sultanate of Rum (1077–1308) or Rum Seljuk Sultanate was a Turko-Persian Sunni 
Muslim ruled state, established over conquered Byzantine territories and peoples (Rûm) of 
Anatolia by the Seljuk Turks following their entry into Anatolia after the Battle of Manzikert
(1071).
The name Rûm was a synonym for the medieval Eastern Roman (Byzantine) Empire and 
its peoples, as it remains in modern Turkish.

Wikipedia - Sultanate of Rum
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Sultanate_of_Rum

However, unscrambling the Sardis Chronology Clusterfuck undermines the foundations of the 
mainstream Persian Empires and Romans in Anatolia narratives.

Taken together the Macedonian and Seleucid narratives span 273 years [336 BC - 63 BC] 
which fit very neatly into the 275 year gap between the Arabian and Heinsohn horizons.
…
The Median Dynasty end date adjustment  of 1,186 years [549 BC => 637 CE] echoes the 
familiar 1,180 years of the Early Roman Ruler adjustment.

Malaga Bay - Sardis 8: The Arc of History
https://malagabay.wordpress.com/2021/10/04/sardis-8-the-arc-of-history/

Furthermore, the unscrambled Sardis Chronology Clusterfuck suggests:

a) The Persian Arc of History really stretches from 260 BC to 2030 CE.

Malaga Bay - Sardis 8: The Arc of History
https://malagabay.wordpress.com/2021/10/04/sardis-8-the-arc-of-history/

b) The substance of the Romans in Anatolia narrative is a misdated Carthaginian narrative.

The Caracalla connection suggests Anatolian Cybele is related to Punic Tanit.

Malaga Bay - Sardis 5: Caesar’s Ghost
https://malagabay.wordpress.com/2021/09/12/sardis-5-caesars-ghost/

c) The substance of the Persian Empire narratives revolves around their contribution to the 
cultural conduit that flowed from East to West well into the 2nd millennium CE.

The real [but misdated and misinterpreted] Seleucid Empire is an East to West cultural flow.

Malaga Bay - Sardis 8: The Arc of History
https://malagabay.wordpress.com/2021/10/04/sardis-8-the-arc-of-history/

The Royal Road was an ancient highway reorganized and rebuilt by the Persian king Darius
the Great (Darius I) of the first (Achaemenid) Persian Empire in the 5th century BCE.

Darius built the road to facilitate rapid communication throughout his large empire from 
Susa to Sardis. Mounted couriers of the Angarium were supposed to travel 1,677 miles 
(2,699 km) from Susa to Sardis in nine days; the journey took ninety days on foot.
…
The course of the road has been reconstructed from the writings of Herodotus, 
archeological research, and other historical records.

Wikipedia - Royal Road
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Royal_road

A History of Ottoman Architecture - Godfrey Goodwin - 1971
Amazon US: https://www.amazon.com/dp/080181202X

Amazon UK: https://www.amazon.co.uk/dp/080181202X

Orhan Gazi Mosque is a mosque located in Bilecik and built by Yıldırım Beyazıt.
The historical temple, which was built by Yıldırım Beyazıd in 1392 in the name of his 
grandfather Orhan Gazi, is also known as Kurşunlu Mosque among the people because its 
dome is covered with lead.

Wikipedia - Orhan Gazi Camii (Bilecik) - Google Translation
https://tr.wikipedia.org/wiki/Orhan_Gazi_Camii_(Bilecik  )

Bilecik is the provincial capital of Turkey's Bilecik Province which is located in 
northwestern Anatolia. … 30 kilometres (19 miles) southeast from Bilecik is Söğüt, a small 
town, where the Ottoman Empire was founded in 1299.

Wikipedia - Bilecik
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Bilecik

Octagonal Chapter Houses provide seating for the Seven Stages of Sufism.

Malaga Bay - The Seven Stages of Sufism
https://malagabay.wordpress.com/2020/08/17/the-seven-stages-of-sufism/

Firoz Minar is a five-storeyed tower situated at Gaur, West Bengal, India. It was built by 
Sultan Saifuddin Firuz Shah of the Habshi dynasty between 1485 and 1489. It was built in 
the Tughlaqi style of architecture. Although the first three storeys are dodecagonal, the final 
two are circular in shape. 

Wikipedia - Firoz Minar
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Firoz_Minar

Ardmore …
This is the only tower in Ireland (at least I believe so) which has the projecting bands, in 
which it resembles much the Indian Towers of Boglipoor.

Etruria-Celtica - William Betham - 1842
https://archive.org/details/etruriacelticaet02beth/page/n133/mode/1up

Malaga Bay - William Betham - Round Towers Resolved: Origins
https://malagabay.wordpress.com/2016/04/02/william-betham-round-towers-resolved-origins/

d) The substance of the Persian Satrapy of Lydia  is reduced to some inscribed figures which 
may [or may not] be associated with one of the versions of Lydia found in history books.

Xerxes I tomb, Lydian soldier of the Achaemenid army, circa 480 BC

Wikipedia - Lydia
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Lydia

Figures representing the thirty subject nations (Figure 46) carved on the facade of the 
tomb of Darius at Naqš-e Rostam near Persepolis (details in Schmidt, III, pp. 80-90; Walser, 
p. 52) and copied on those of his successors; the figures at Naqš-e Rostam are identified 
by preserved inscriptions.

Encyclopaedia Iranica - Clothing in the Median and Achaemenid periods
https://www.iranicaonline.org/articles/clothing-ii

Figure 46  representing the thirty subject nations
https://www.iranicaonline.org/uploads/files/Clothing/v5f7a014_f1_300.jpg
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Wikipedia - Lydia
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Lydia

e) The substance of the Kingdom of Lydia is some misdated coins and a dubious last king.

The 1553 publication date suggests the potted history of King Croesus was published to 
provide a classical provenance for the Divine Right of Kings.

Malaga Bay - Sardis 7: Chronology Clusterfuck
https://malagabay.wordpress.com/2021/09/27/sardis-7-chronology-clusterfuck/

Croesus (595 BC – date of death unknown) was the king of Lydia who reigned for 14 
years: from 560 BC until his defeat by the Persian king Cyrus the Great in 546 BC 
(sometimes given as 547 BC).

The name of Croesus was not attested to in contemporary inscriptions in the Lydian 
language. In 2019, D. Sasseville and K. Euler published a research of Lydian coins 
apparently minted during his rule, where the name of the ruler was rendered as Qλdãns.
…
Croesus is credited with issuing the first true gold coins with a standardised purity for 
general circulation, the Croeseid (following on from his father Alyattes who invented 
minting with electrum coins).

Wikipedia - Croesus
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Croesus

f) The Lydian language is astonishingly volatile and remarkably rare in the real world.

The Sardis bilingual inscription is a 4th-century BCE bilingual Lydian-Aramaic funerary 
inscription discovered in 1912, during the investigation by the American Society for the 
Excavation of Sardis.

It was found in Sardis, in western Anatolia, Turkey.

It was the "Rosetta Stone" for the decipherment of the Lydian language.

Wikipedia - Sardis Bilingual Inscription
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Sardis_bilingual_inscription

Sardis - Volume VI - Lydian Inscriptions - Enno Littmann - 1916
http://fds.lib.harvard.edu/fds/deliver/400950968/LittmannSardisVI_1PDFa.pdf

Sardis - Volume VI - Lydian Inscriptions - W H Buckler - 1924
https://archive.org/details/pt2sardispublica06ameruoft/page/xii/mode/1up

The Lydian alphabet was adapted from an archaic version of the Greek alphabet.
…
Approximately 100 Lydian inscriptions and bits of graffiti dating from the 5th and 4th 
centuries BC are known. … The inscriptions are mainly epitaphs on graves … 

Omniglot - Lydian - 2021
https://www.omniglot.com/writing/lydian.php

Greek is an independent branch of the Indo-European family of languages … 

The alphabet arose from the Phoenician script and was in turn the basis of the Latin, 
Cyrillic, Armenian, Coptic, Gothic, and many other writing systems.

Wikipedia - Greek Language
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Greek_language

The first modern codification of the Lydian alphabet was made by Roberto Gusmani in 
1964, in a combined lexicon, grammar, and text collection.

Early Lydian texts were written either from left to right or from right to left.

Later texts all run from right to left.

One surviving text is in the bi-directional boustrophedon manner.

Spaces separate words except in one text that uses dots instead.
Lydian uniquely features a quotation mark in the shape of a right triangle.

Wikipedia - Lydian Alphabet
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Lydian_alphabet

Lydian is an extinct Indo-European Anatolian language spoken in the region of Lydia … 

The language is attested in graffiti and in coin legends from the late 8th century or the early 
7th century to the 3rd century BCE, but well-preserved inscriptions of significant length 
are so far limited to the 5th century and the 4th century BCE, during the period of Persian
domination. Thus, Lydian texts are effectively contemporaneous with those in Lycian.

Wikipedia - Lydian Language
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Lydian_language

g) The substance of Lydia is reduced to city-states and mother-cities with colonies.

Wikipedia - Lydia
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Lydia

A careful examination of the chronology of the coinage of the Lydian cities reveals the fact 
that of the 38 towns which issued coins at various intervals between the early part of the 
2nd cent. B.C. and the latter part of the 3rd cent. A.D., a period of about 450 years, six 
were Cistophoric mints, viz. Tralles, Nysa, Sardes, Thyatira, Apollonis, and Stratonicea ad 
Ca'icum, and of these Tralles was the only one of any consequence.

Catalogue of the Greek Coins of Lydia - Barclay V Head - 1901
https://archive.org/details/dli.granth.84736/page/n28/mode/1up

Acrasus, Aninetos, Apollonis, Apollonoshieron, Attaleia, Aureliopolis, Bagis, Blaundos, 
Briula, Caystriani, Daldis, Dioshieron, Gordus-Julia, Hermocapelia, Hierocaesareia, 
Hypaepa, Hyrkanis, Kilbiani, Klannudda, Maeonia, Magnesia ad Sipylum, Mastaura, 
Mostene, Nacrasa, Nikaia-Kilbiani, Nysa, Philadelphia, Saitta, Sala, Sardes, Silandos, 
Stratonikeia-Hadrianopolis, Tabala, Thyateira, Thyessus, Titacazus, Tmolus, Tomaris, 
Tralleis, Tripolis

40 Lydian Coin Cities - Wildwinds
http://www.wildwinds.com/coins/greece/lydia/

Aureliopolis in Lydia is a city in the Roman province of Lydia, previously called Tmolus or
in Greek Τμ λοςῶ  (Tmolos). It issued coinage under each of these names, and one coin 
combines both names. In the Synecdemus it appears as Auliou Kome.
…
It was a town of ancient Lydia, situated on Mount Tmolus, and was destroyed during the 
Lydia earthquake, otherwise known as the Earthquake of the Twelve Cities, in 17 CE.

Some coins are extant with the inscription Τμωλείτων, but the actual minting of the coins
issued in its name may have been done in the more important neighbouring city of Sardis.

Wikipedia - Aureliopolis in Lydia
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Tmolus_(town)

Tmolus Aureliopolis. Site uncertain, on or near Mt. Tmolus.
Imperial coins, time of Hadrian to reign of Caracalla.

Catalogue of the Greek Coins of Lydia - Barclay V Head - 1901
https://archive.org/details/dli.granth.84736/page/n14/mode/1up

h) But most of these Lydian city-states are remarkably elusive in the real world.

Ancient episcopal sees of the late Roman Province of Lydia
are listed in the Annuario Pontificio as titular sees

Wikipedia Link Wikipedia Coordinates Malaga Bay Comment
Acrassus Exact site appears to be unknown
Apollonis 38°53′56″N 27°41′05″E Exact site appears to be unknown
Apollonos-Hieron 38°2′42″N 28°49′50″E Exact site appears to be unknown
Attalea in Lydia        Antalya 36.8874°N 30.7075°E Yanantepe - South Coast Turkey
Aureliopolis in Lydia 38°28′34″N 27°52′40″E Exact site appears to be unknown
Bagis 38°39′55″N 29°09′30″E Exact site appears to be unknown
Blaundus 38°21′25″N 29°12′32″E Ruins
Caunus 36°49′35″N 28°37′17″E Ruins - But in ancient Caria
Cerasa Exact site appears to be unknown
Daldis 38.6684°N 28.0752°E Exact site appears to be unknown
Gordus 38°55′58″N 28°17′25″E Gördes - No apparent ruins
Hermocapelia 38°55′18″N 27°36′54″E Exact site appears to be unknown
Hierocaesarea 38°47′51″N 27°47′31″E Exact site appears unknown
Hypaepa          Günlüce 38°17′N 27°57′ Ruins close to Günlüce
Hyrcanis 38°40′03″N 27°40′02″ Exact site appears to be unknown
Lipara          Links to an island off Sicily
Mesotymolus           Takmak 38.4486°N 28.9769°E Possibly near Takmak, Eşme
Mostene 38°30′37″N 27°32′37″E Exact site appears to be unknown
Philadelphia in Lydia 38°21′N 28°31′E Ruins - modern Alaşehir
Saittae Links to hair-like structures
Sala Exact site appears to be unknown
Sardes 38°29′18″N 28°02′25″E Ruins
Satala in Lydia 38°34′43″N 28°16′09″E Exact site appears to be unknown
Silandus            Selendi 38°44′40″N 28°52′04″E Exact site appears to be unknown
Stratonicea in Lydia Germe 39°22′07″N 27°41′26″E Exact site appears to be unknown
Tabala (Lydia)          38°37′11″N 28°48′39″E Exact site appears to be unknown
Thyatira                    Akhisar 38.9208°N 27.8361° Ruins
Tracula (Darkale)         Soma 39°11′18″N 27°36′32″E Exact site appears to be unknown
Tralles 37°50′53″N 27°50′43″E Ruins but no Lydia mentioned
Tripolis in Lydia 38°03′N 28°57′E Ruins

Source: Wikipedia - Lydia
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Lydia

i) And perhaps Lydia is a fictional narrative named by academics after Lydia from Thyateira.

Thyateira [also Thyatira] was the name of an ancient Greek city in Asia Minor, now the 
modern Turkish city of Akhisar ("white castle").
…
It was an ancient Greek city called Pelopia and Semiramis, before it was renamed to 
Thyateira, during the Hellenistic era in 290 BC …
…
In classical times, Thyatira stood on the border between Lydia and Mysia. 

During the Roman era, (1st century AD), it was famous for its dyeing facilities and was a 
center of the purple cloth trade.

Among the ancient ruins of the city, inscriptions have been found relating to the guild of 
dyers in the city. Indeed, more guilds συντεχνία suntechuia (syndicate) are known in 
Thyatira than any other contemporary city in the Roman province of Asia (inscriptions 
mention the following: wool-workers, linen-workers, makers of outer garments, dyers, 
leather-workers, tanners, potters, bakers, slave-dealers, and bronze-smiths).
…
The Apostle Paul and Silas might have visited Thyateira during Paul's second or third 
journey, although the evidence is entirely circumstantial. 

They visited several small unnamed towns in the general vicinity during the second journey.

While in Philippi, Paul and Silas stayed with a woman named Lydia from Thyateira, who
continued to help them even after they were jailed and released.

Wikipedia - Thyatira
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Thyatira

Thyatira [also Thyateira] is mentioned twice in the New Testament.

The Book of Acts refers to a woman of Thyatira named Lydia (Acts 16:14), though the 
Apostle Paul converted her to Christ in Philippi of Macedonia, not Thyatira. 

The other occurrence is as one of the Seven Churches of Asia, in the church of which was a
woman identified as a prophetess and called "Jezebel" for deceiving some … Christians …
into compromising with idolatry and committing sexual immorality (Revelation 2:18-29).

Wikipedia - Akhisar
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Akhisar

… the devastating earthquakes at the Arabian Horizon prompted Islamic architects to 
improve the resilience of their walls by introducing bands of red brick.

Malaga Bay - Sardis 4: Byzantine Bricks
https://malagabay.wordpress.com/2021/09/06/sardis-4-byzantine-bricks/

As always:

Review the evidence and decide for yourself whether Lydia is illusive or merely elusive.
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https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Tripolis_ad_Maeandrum
https://geohack.toolforge.org/geohack.php?pagename=Tralles_(diocese)&params=37_50_53_N_27_50_43_E_type:city
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