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Sybaris in the South of Italy was officially founded in 720 BC during Classical Antiquity.

Sybaris was an important city of Magna Graecia. It was situated on the Gulf of Taranto, in 
Southern Italy, between two rivers, the Crathis (Crati) and the Sybaris (Coscile).

The city was founded in 720 BC by Achaean and Troezenian settlers. 

Sybaris amassed great wealth thanks to its fertile land and busy port.

Its inhabitants became famous among the Greeks for their hedonism, feasts, and excesses, 
to the extent that "sybarite" and "sybaritic" have become bywords for opulence, luxury, and 
outrageous pleasure-seeking.

Wikipedia - Sybaris
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Sybaris

Laüs or Laus … an ancient city of Magna Graecia … was a colony of Sybaris …

Wikipedia - Laüs
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/La%C3%BCs

Scidrus … Skidros was …  a colony of Sybaris …

Wikipedia - Scidrus
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Scidrus

… the city was founded as Poseidonia by Greek Achaeans from Sybaris. 

Wikipedia - Paestum
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Paestum

Classical antiquity … between the 8th century BC and the 6th century AD …

Wikipedia - Classical Antiquity
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Classical_antiquity

The Sybaris archaeological site is very educational.

Firstly:

The Vedic heritage of the Sybaris culture is difficult to ignore.

WildWinds - Ancient Coinage of Lucania, Sybaris
http://www.wildwinds.com/coins/greece/lucania/sybaris/t.html

The Vedic period, or Vedic age (c. 1500 – c. 500 BCE    ), is the period in the late Bronze Age 
and early Iron Age of the history of India when the Vedic literature, including the Vedas (ca. 
1300–900 BCE), was composed in the northern Indian subcontinent, between the end of the 
Urban Indus Valley Civilisation and a second urbanisation which began in the central Indo-
Gangetic Plain c. 600 BCE. 

Wikipedia - Vedic Period
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Vedic_period

The Indus Valley Civilisation, also known as the Indus Civilisation, was a Bronze Age 
civilisation in the northwestern regions of South Asia, lasting from 3300 BCE to 1300 BCE,
and in its mature form from 2600 BCE to 1900 BCE.

Wikipedia - Indus Valley Civilisation
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Indus_Valley_Civilisation

The swastika symbol, 卐 (right-facing or clockwise) or 卍 (left-facing, counterclockwise, or 
sauwastika), is an ancient religious icon in various Eurasian cultures. It is used as a symbol 
of divinity and spirituality in Indian religions, including Hinduism, Buddhism and 
Jainism.
…
The word swastika comes from Sanskrit … meaning "conducive to well-being".
In Hinduism, the right-facing symbol (卐) is called swastika, symbolizing surya ("sun"), 
prosperity and good luck, while the left-facing symbol (卍) is called sauwastika, 
symbolising night or tantric aspects of Kali.
…
In several major Indo-European religions, the swastika symbolises lightning bolts, 
representing the thunder god and the king of the gods, such as Indra in Vedic Hinduism, 
Zeus in the ancient Greek religion, Jupiter in the ancient Roman religion, and Thor in the 
ancient Germanic religion.

Wikipedia - Swastika
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Swastika

Malaga Bay -  Catastrophic English: Mother Tongue and mtDNA
https://malagabay.wordpress.com/2016/07/29/catastrophic-english-mother-tongue-and-mtdna/

Edward Pococke found the evidence so overwhelming that in 1852 he stated “the primitive 
history of Greece is the primitive history of India”.

This statement didn’t impressed the mainstream myth makers because [all these years later] 
they are still busily employed trying to avoid the obvious conclusion that Ancient Greek 
was a modified [aka “disfigured”] form of Sanskrit.

Malaga Bay -  Catastrophic English: India In Greece
https://malagabay.wordpress.com/2016/07/07/catastrophic-english-india-in-greece/

These suggestions are further reinforced by the mainstream observation that the 
“extraordinarily conservative” Lithuanian language retains “many archaic features 
otherwise found only in ancient languages such as Sanskrit or Ancient Greek.”

Malaga Bay - Catastrophic English: Lithuanian Linguistics
https://malagabay.wordpress.com/2016/07/05/catastrophic-english-lithuanian-linguistics/

The Man-Headed Bull coins minted by the Sybaris colony of Laus suggests their cultural heritage 
acquired Assyrian attributes along the way.

WildWinds - Ancient Coinage of Laos
http://www.wildwinds.com/coins/greece/lucania/laos/t.html

Laüs or Laus … an ancient city of Magna Graecia … was a colony of Sybaris …

Wikipedia - Laüs
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/La%C3%BCs

The Sumerian guardian deity called lamassu was depicted as hybrids with bodies of either 
winged bulls or lions and heads of human males.

Wikipedia - Sacred Bull
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Sacred_bull#Mesopotamia

Lama, Lamma, or Lamassu is an Assyrian protective deity.

Wikipedia - Lamassu
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Lamassu

In the Neo-Assyrian Empire (912–605 BC), the royal residence was transferred to other 
Assyrian cities. Ashur-nasir-pal II (884–859 BC) moved the capital from Assur to Kalhu 
(Calah/Nimrud) following a series of successful campaigns and produced some of the 
greatest artworks in the form of colossal lamassu statues and low-relief depictions of the 
royal court as well as battles.

Wikipedia - Assur
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Assur#Neo-Assyrian_Empire

Nimrud is an ancient Assyrian city located in Iraq, 30 kilometres (20 mi) south of the city 
of Mosul …  It was a major Assyrian city between approximately 1350 BC and 610 BC.

Wikipedia - Nimrud
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Nimrud

Secondly:

The Sybaris site has several settlement layers.

The site strata shows three settlement layers: Sybaris, Thurii, and Copia.

Geology versus myth: the Holocene evolution of the Sybaris plain
Luigi Cucci

Annals of Geophysics Vol: 48 No: - December 2005
https://www.earth-prints.org/bitstream/2122/1130/1/13%20Cucci.pdf

Thurii, called also by some Latin writers Thurium, for a time also Copia and Copiae, was 
a city of Magna Graecia, situated on the Tarentine gulf, within a short distance of the site of 
Sybaris, whose place it may be considered as having taken.

Wikipedia - Sybaris
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Sybaris

Somewhere along the way historians superimposed a rickety Roman Colony storyline on Copia.

Hellenistic Rural Settlement and the City of Thurii
Neeltje Oome and Peter Attema

December 2018 - Palaeohistoria 60:135
https://www.researchgate.net/publication/330238087

In 194 a Roman colony was founded, with Latin rights, known for a time as Copiae, but 
afterwards by the old name of Thurii.

1911 Encyclopædia Britannica - Volume 26 - Thurii
https://en.wikisource.org/wiki/1911_Encyclop%C3%A6dia_Britannica/Thurii

It is evident that Thurii was now sunk to the lowest state of decay, but the great fertility of
its territory rendered it desirable to preserve it from utter desolation.

Hence in 194 BC, it was one of the places selected for the establishment of a Roman colony
with Latin rights. … Livy says merely that the colony was sent in Thurinum agrum, and 
does not mention anything of a change of name, but Strabo tells us that they gave to the new 
colony the name of Copiae … 

But this new name did not continue long in use, and Thurii still continued to be known 
by its ancient appellation.

Wikipedia - Thurii
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Thurium

The hard evidence provides no support for the Roman Colony storyline:

The African red-slip evidence suggests Copia was Carthaginian
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Possibly after a gap following the Late Republican phase (2nd and 1st c. BC) there was a 
revival in the Early Imperial period (1st – mid 2nd c. AD) when there is some evidence 
in the form of terra sigillata and African red-slip ware.

Hellenistic Rural Settlement and the City of Thurii
Neeltje Oome and Peter Attema

December 2018 - Palaeohistoria 60:135
https://www.researchgate.net/publication/330238087

African red slip ware, also African Red Slip or ARS, is a category of terra sigillata, or 
"fine" Ancient Roman pottery produced from the mid-1st century AD into the 7th century
in the province of Africa Proconsularis, specifically that part roughly coinciding with the 
modern country of Tunisia and the Diocletianic provinces of Byzacena and Zeugitana.

Wikipedia - African Red Slip Ware
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/African_Red_Slip

Africa Proconsularis was a Roman province on the northern African coast that was 
established in 146 BC following the defeat of Carthage in the Third Punic War.

Wikipedia - Africa (Roman province)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Africa_Proconsularis

And

The turreted Tanit coinage confirms Kopia should be spelt with a Carthaginian “K”.

WildWinds - Ancient Coinage of Lucania, Thourioi
http://www.wildwinds.com/coins/greece/lucania/thourioi/t.html

The association of Cybele with Sardis very strongly suggests the ancient flow of kings, 
conquest, and culture was [shock! horror!] from East to West. 

Unsurprisingly, the horrified Western archaeologists precipitated an identity crisis that 
resulted in them deciding the “head” belonged on the shoulders of anybody but Cybele …

Malaga Bay - Sardis 1: Identity Crisis
https://malagabay.wordpress.com/2021/08/17/sardis-1-identity-crisis/

Tanit was a Punic goddess … the chief deity of Carthage alongside … Baal-Hamon.
… 
There is significant, albeit disputed, evidence … pointing towards child sacrifice forming 
part of the worship of Tanit and Baal Hammon.

Wikipedia - Tanit
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Tanit

Malaga Bay - M for Marcus
https://malagabay.wordpress.com/2018/08/10/m-for-marcus/

The remarkable similarities between the Phoenician, Carthaginian Punic, Archaic 
Etruscan and Iberian Greek alphabets indicates it’s difficult to determine which of these 
cultures [originally] contributed words to the vocabulary to the Spanish language.
…
Stated differently: It’s difficult to determine which language [Phoenician, Carthaginian 
Punic or Archaic Etruscan] ultimately evolved into [what is called] the Latin language … 
…
Nothing survives of Carthaginian literature. … 
The only surviving piece of Etruscan literature was discovered in Egypt.

Malaga Bay - Latin Languages: Purged Punic
https://malagabay.wordpress.com/2018/05/17/latin-languages-purged-punic/

In classical antiquity, the cornucopia, from Latin cornu (horn) and copia (abundance), 
also called the horn of plenty, was a symbol of abundance and nourishment, commonly a 
large horn-shaped container overflowing with produce, flowers, or nuts.

Wikipedia - Cornucopia
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Cornucopia

The flip-flop naming of Carthaginian Kopia suggests Thurii was a Phoenician settlement.

WildWinds - Ancient Coinage of Lucania, Thourioi
http://www.wildwinds.com/coins/greece/lucania/thourioi/t.html

Thurii, called also by some Latin writers Thurium, for a time also Copia and Copiae, was 
a city of Magna Graecia, situated on the Tarentine gulf, within a short distance of the site 
of Sybaris, whose place it may be considered as having taken. …
Strabo tells us that they gave to the new colony the name of Copiae …
But … Thurii still continued to be known by its ancient appellation.

Wikipedia - Thurii
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Thurium

More specifically:

Phoenician Thurii was most probably a colony of Phoenician Phokaia in Anatolia.

Phocaea or Phokaia was an ancient Ionian Greek city on the western coast of Anatolia.

Wikipedia - Phocaea
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Phokaia

Wild Winds - Ancient Coinage of Phokaia
http://www.wildwinds.com/coins/greece/ionia/phokaia/t.html

In theory: Griffin iconography can be used to locate ancient gold deposits.

Malaga Bay - Sardis 10: Follow The Griffin
https://malagabay.wordpress.com/2021/10/18/sardis-10-follow-the-griffin/

That's because:

a) Phokaia produced Phocaean red slip that probably preceded African red-slip.

Phocaean red slip (PRS) is a category of terra sigillata, or "fine" Ancient Roman pottery 
produced in or near the ancient city of Phokaia in Asia Minor. It is recognizable by its thin 
reddish slip over a fine fabric, often with occasional white (lime) inclusions. 

The main period of production is the late 4th century AD into the 7th century, 
contemporary to the later production of African red slip.

Wikipedia - Phocaean Red Slip
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Phocaean_red_slip

Phocaean Red Slip Wares (also known as Late Roman C), produced at Phocaea in western 
Anatolia, began to appear in significant quantities on the western Black Sea coast after 470 
and remained relatively frequent until about 580.

They are also abundant at Argos during the first half of the sixth century. Around 600, such 
wares were still in use on the site of Diocletian’s palace in Split.

The Making of The Slavs - Florin Curta - 2001
https://archive.org/details/TheMakingOfTheSlavs_201607/page/n162/mode/1up

b) Phokaia [aka Phocaea] founded Elea [aka Velia] in Italy

… colonists from Phocaea founded the colony of 

Massalia (modern-day Marseille, in France)                 in 600 BC,
Emporion (modern-day Empúries, in Catalonia, Spain) in 575 BC and
Elea (modern-day Velia,       in Campania, Italy)  in 540 BC. 

Wikipedia - Phocaea
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Phokaia

Wild Winds - Ancient Coinage of Velia
http://wildwinds.com/coins/greece/lucania/velia/t.html

Velia was the Roman name of an ancient city of Magna Graecia on the coast of the 
Tyrrhenian Sea. It was founded by Greeks from Phocaea as Hyele around 538–535 BC.

Wikipedia - Velia
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Velia

And

c) The inhabitants of Thurii were great seafarers like the mariners of Phokaia.

The Oklahoma Thurium Coins
…
The coin that Martin found was made of bronze, minted in Thurium, an Athenian colony 
in Italy, in approximately 200 B.C.

The Coincidence of the Coins
In Plain Sight - Gloria Farley - 1993

http://www.gloriafarley.com/chap11.htm 

Malaga Bay - Old Iberians in Oklahoma
https://malagabay.wordpress.com/2020/09/23/old-iberians-in-oklahoma/

Phocaea or Phokaia was an ancient Ionian Greek city on the western coast of Anatolia.
…
Their sea travel was extensive. To the south they probably conducted trade with the 
Greek colony of Naucratis in Egypt, which was the colony of their fellow Ionian city 
Miletus. 

To the north, they probably helped settle Amisos (Samsun) on the Black Sea, and 
Lampsacus at the north end of the Hellespont (now the Dardanelles).

However Phocaea's major colonies were to the west. These included Alalia in Corsica, 
Emporiae and Rhoda in Spain, and especially Massalia (Marseille) in France.

Wikipedia - Phocaea
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Phokaia

Either way:

The seafarers of Thurii encountered sea monsters in the shape of Scylla and Charybdis.

WildWinds - Ancient Coinage of Lucania, Thourioi
http://www.wildwinds.com/coins/greece/lucania/thourioi/t.html

More curious still, imagery that’s remarkably similar to the Basilosaurus and/or the 
Dorudon that “lived in warm seas around the world” is found all around the world.

Malaga Bay - Enigmatic Egypt: Myths and Monsters
https://malagabay.wordpress.com/2018/01/25/enigmatic-egypt-myths-and-monsters/

In Greek mythology, Scylla is a legendary monster who lives on one side of a narrow 
channel of water, opposite her counterpart Charybdis.
…
Book Three of Virgil's Aeneid associates the strait where Scylla dwells with the Strait of 
Messina between Calabria, a region of Southern Italy, and Sicily.
…
The idiom "between Scylla and Charybdis" has come to mean being forced to choose 
between two similarly dangerous situations.

Wikipedia - Scylla
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Skylla
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At this juncture it's worth noting that somewhere along the line an official slip of the hand 
transformed the “unknown origin” Phoenicians of Phokaia into “obscure” Greek Phocians.

Phocaea or Phokaia …  was founded by Phocians under Athenian leadership …

Wikipedia - Phocaea
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Phokaia

Phocis was … part of Ancient Greece, which included Delphi. …
Geopolitically, Phocis was the country of the Phocians, who spoke their own version of 
Doric Greek, one of the three main dialects of ancient Greek. …
The early history of Phocis remains quite obscure.

Wikipedia - Phocis (ancient region)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Phocis_(ancient_region)

Phoenicia was an ancient thalassocratic (a state with primarily maritime realms) civilization 
originating in the Levant region of the eastern Mediterranean, primarily located in modern
Lebanon … The Phoenicians were a … people of somewhat unknown origin …

Wikipedia - Phoenicia
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Phoenicia

Thirdly:

The Sybaris site supplies some chronological surprises.

The original Sybaris settlement spanned [720 - 445 =] 275 years according to Wikipedia.
 

 
Sybaris-Thuri-Copia Trilogy: Three delta coastal sites become land-locked

Jean-Daniel Stanley and Maria Pia Bernasconi
January 2010 - Mediterranee 112(112)

https://www.researchgate.net/publication/43902870

Sybaris ... was founded in 720 BC ... ousted for the last time in the summer of 445 BC.

Wikipedia - Sybaris
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Sybaris

These 275 years fit very snugly into the 275 year gap between the Arabian and Heinsohn horizons.

Malaga Bay - Sardis 12: Roman Reversal
https://malagabay.wordpress.com/2021/10/25/sardis-12-roman-reversal/

This implies:

1) Phoenician Thurii was founded by Phoenicians from Phokaia soon after 912 CE

Sybaris-Thuri-Copia Trilogy: Three delta coastal sites become land-locked
Jean-Daniel Stanley and Maria Pia Bernasconi

January 2010 - Mediterranee 112(112)
https://www.researchgate.net/publication/43902870

And:

2) Carthaginian Kopia was founded sometime around 1074 CE.

Malaga Bay - Sardis 12: Roman Reversal
https://malagabay.wordpress.com/2021/10/25/sardis-12-roman-reversal/

Thurii ... The period of its final decay is uncertain; but it  seems to have been abandoned 
during the Middle Ages when the inhabitants took refuge at a place called Terranova 
(Terranova da Sibari), about 15 kilometers inland, on a hill on the left bank of the Crati.

Wikipedia - Thurii
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Thurium

Fourthly:

The Sybaris strata aligned with the revised chronology supplies some settlement burial insights.

OpenStreetMap
https://www.openstreetmap.org/?

mlat=39.716667&mlon=16.493889&zoom=15#map=15/39.7167/16.4939

Over time the sediment accretion of the Crati river caused its river delta to shift towards the
sea at a long term rate of one meter a year.

As a consequence the successive sites of Sybaris, Thurii, and Copia became landlocked 
and lost their importance because they no longer had easy access to the sea for trade.

Wikipedia - Thurii
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Thurium

Refugees from the ancient city of Thurii founded Terranova …

Wikipedia - Terranova da Sibari
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Terranova_da_Sibari

The first structure was hit at twelve feet below the surface, and from this point on the 
digging was to be done by hand.

When the digging started, it was found the building was badly destroyed and the walls were 
all of very poor construction, made of bricks, mortar and boulders.

All late Roman and all the sherds were Roman.

The walls were buried in masses of rubble from some fallen building, but everything was 
late Roman.

Search for Sybaris - Orville H Bullitt - 1969
Amazon US https://www.amazon.com/Orville-H-Bullitt/e/B0034N8U16 
Amazon UK https://www.amazon.co.uk/Orville-H-Bullitt/e/B0034N8U16

… two observation towers built for warning and defense purposes and originally placed 
near to the shoreline during the first half of the 16th century (Cucci, 2005).
These structures, now positioned ~ 400 m landward from the beach, record an eastward 
coastal progradational rate of 0.8-0.9 m/year.

Sybaris-Thuri-Copia Trilogy: Three delta coastal sites become land-locked
Jean-Daniel Stanley and Maria Pia Bernasconi

January 2010 - Mediterranee 112(112)
https://www.researchgate.net/publication/43902870

Malaga Bay - Halfway Horizon
https://malagabay.wordpress.com/2021/06/14/halfway-horizon/

Malaga Bay - Sardis 6: Acropolis
https://malagabay.wordpress.com/2021/09/20/sardis-6-acropolis/

Finally:

The revised chronology suggests Classical Antiquity occurred between 637 CE and 912 CE.

Classical antiquity … between the 8th century BC and the 6th century AD …

Wikipedia - Classical Antiquity
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Classical_antiquity

After all:

What's the odd 1,350 phantom years between friends when it comes to the founding of Sybaris?

Malaga Bay - Deranged Dating: The Roman Problem
https://malagabay.wordpress.com/2017/11/24/deranged-dating-the-roman-problem/

As always:

Review the evidence and draw your own conclusions.
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