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Mike Absalom is an Ancient Briton with a sense of humour.

A is for... Mike Absalom - John Peel Archive
https://youtu.be/1csJW6zKZx4

John Peel Archive
https://johnpeelarchive.com

Mike Absalom (born 9 November 1940) is an English pop, folk and celtic music musician, 
poet and children's entertainer. 

The Province newspaper once described Absalom's musical work as "innocence with a 
macabre twist". 

His recording and performing work in the 1970s concentrated on controversial subject 
matter including sex, drugs and the church.

Wikipedia - Mike Absalom
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Mike_Absalom

My introduction to the magic of Mike Absalom was in a basement bar in South East London.

The Mike Absalom story begins with music. 

That means rollicking live music and outrageous head shop performances for audiences as 
far apart as London and Athens, Belfast and Teheran, Gothenburg and the Costa Brava.

The list goes on for forty years: Germany, Holland, Belgium, Vancouver, the Yukon 
Territory, Tierra Del Fuego, Paraguay, France, Montana, Nova Scotia, Chile, Newfoundland,
California – up and down, back and forth, the gig list of half a lifetime.

It has to be only half, because I am a painter now.

I am a country boy, but Arabic at Oxford put me for a while among the mighty and gave me 
the handful of languages that allowed me to live by my wits in those far off places from the 
pages of the National Geographic Magazine which had fascinated me since I was a young 
immigrant growing up a parson’s son in rural Quebec.

After University, life in the 1960s was a delicious Niagara with no bottom.

I tumbled along down, happily enough, living (and the living was easy) from hand to mouth.

There were things to do and places to go.

I was a bottle washer, a babysitter, a bodyguard, a busker, a bum and I lived and loved and 
was young. 

As a last resort, rather than stealing milk from doorsteps, I sometimes even taught.

I had had the accidental foresight to buy a guitar in 1960, a little before everyone else did the
same, and this became my passport to vagrancy.

From it came song writing and music and, in the end, wild performance art.

I moved upwards from the street to bars that had chairs; from bars to folk clubs; from folk 
clubs to colleges. 

I played the Royal Albert Hall, appeared on The Old Grey Whistle Test and made LPs. 

The 1970s were an all night party that spilled over into the days. 

Afterwards I spent a lot of time on mountaintops ironing out the hangover.

Mike Absalom - Painter Printmaker Musician Poet
http://www.mikeabsalom.com/

Mike Absalom - Limited Edition - Import - Remastered
http://www.mikeabsalom.com/VertigoLP.htm

https://www.amazon.co.uk/Mike-Absalom/dp/B000KG4A5U
https://www.amazon.com/Mike-Absalom/dp/B000KG4A5U

Luckily, some of the magic of Mike Absalom has been captured on video.

Mike Absalom - OGWT - Jan 23 1973 - BBC Studios
https://youtu.be/X8Uk2gQx2Bs

On 23 January 1973, Absalom appeared on BBC Television's The Old Grey Whistle Test ... 
Absalom performed "Hector the Dope Sniffing Hound" and "The Saga of W.P.C. Sadie 
Stick, MacLagan and Bomber Dina".

The show was hosted by "Whispering" Bob Harris.

Wikipedia - Mike Absalom
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Mike_Absalom

Mike Absalom - Rugby - November 2018
https://youtu.be/zNNWEED9bL4

These are songs from the days when my freak flag floated from the top of my head down to 
my waist and I wore high heeled boots with heels so high that if you fell off them you didn't 
sprain your ankle - you broke your neck.

Very often I could see nothing in the streets because of the amount of mascara clogging my 
eyelashes together and I was humped over by the weight of beads pulling me forward from 
the neck.

I'm going to finish off wth an epic tale from those never to be forgotten but hardly able 
to be remembered years.

Mike Absalom - Saga of The Ancient Briton
https://youtu.be/oVma2nDjO8o

As always:

Take care and enjoy.
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