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In opera it ain't over till the fat lady sings

"It ain't over till (or until) the fat lady sings" is a colloquialism which is often used as a 
proverb. It means that one should not presume to know the outcome of an event which is 
still in progress. More specifically, the phrase is used when a situation is (or appears to be) 
nearing its conclusion. It cautions against assuming that the current state of an event is 
irreversible and clearly determines how or when the event will end.
…
The phrase is generally understood to be a reference to opera sopranos, who were 
traditionally amply contoured. The imagery of Wagner's opera cycle Der Ring des 
Nibelungen and its last part, Götterdämmerung, is typically used in depictions 
accompanying uses of the phrase. The "fat lady" is thus the valkyrie Brünnhilde, who was 
traditionally presented as a very buxom lady. Her farewell scene lasts almost twenty 
minutes and leads directly to the finale of the whole Ring Cycle.

Wikipedia - It Ain't Over Till The Fat Lady Sings
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/It_ain%27t_over_till_the_fat_lady_sings

Kirsten Flagstad - Brünnhilde's Battle Cry - 1938
https://youtu.be/YC6f8FbnVMQ

and in Science Fiction it ain't over till the fat alien croaks.

The War of the Worlds (1898) is a science fiction novel by H. G. Wells.

It describes the memoirs of an unnamed narrator in the suburbs of Woking, Surrey, England, 
who recounts an invasion of Earth by an army of Martians with military technology far in
advance to human science. 

It is said to be the first story that details a human conflict with, and overall defeat by, an 
extraterrestrial race.

Wikipedia - List of works based on The War of the Worlds
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/List_of_works_based_on_The_War_of_the_Worlds

The novel also dramatises the ideas of race presented in Social Darwinism, in that the 
Martians exercise over humans their 'rights' as a superior race, more advanced in evolution.[

Social Darwinism suggested that the success of these different ethnic groups in world 
affairs, and social classes in a society, were the result of evolutionary struggle in which the 
group or class more fit to succeed did so; i.e., the ability of an ethnic group to dominate 
other ethnic groups or the chance to succeed or rise to the top of society was determined by 
genetic superiority.

Wikipedia - The War of the Worlds
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/The_War_of_the_Worlds

The torment was over. Even that day the healing would begin.

The survivors of the people scattered over the country — leaderless, lawless, foodless, like 
sheep without a shepherd — the thousands who had fled by sea, would begin to return ; the 
pulse of life, growing stronger and stronger, would beat again in the empty streets and pour 
across the vacant squares.

Whatever destruction was done, the hand of the destroyer was stayed.

All the gaunt wrecks, the blackened skeletons of houses that stared so dismally at the sunlit 
grass of the hill, would presently be echoing with the hammers of the restorers and ringing 
with the tapping of the trowels.

At the thought I extended my hands towards the sky and began thanking God.
…
I remember, clearly and coldly and vividly, all that I did that day until the time that I stood 
weeping and praising God upon the summit of Primrose Hill.
…
I have learned since that, so far from my being the first discoverer of the Martian 
overthrow, several such wanderers as myself had already discovered this on the previous 
night.

One man — the first — had gone to St. Martin's-le-Grand, and, while I sheltered in the 
cabmen's hut, had contrived to telegraph to Paris.

Thence the joyful news had flashed all over the world ; a thousand cities, chilled by ghastly 
apprehensions, suddenly flashed into frantic illuminations ; they knew of it in Dublin, 
Edinburgh, Manchester, Birmingham, at the time when I stood upon the verge of the pit.

Already men, weeping with joy, as I have heard, shouting and staying their work to shake 
hands and shout, were making up trains, even as near as Crewe, to descend upon London.

The church bells that had ceased a fortnight since suddenly caught the news, until all 
England was bell-ringing. Men on cycles, lean-faced, unkempt, scorched along every 
country lane shouting of unhoped deliverance, shouting to gaunt, staring figures of despair.

The War of The Worlds - Herbert George Wells - 1898
https://archive.org/details/warofworlds1898well/page/282/mode/1up

"The War of the Worlds" is an episode of the American radio drama anthology series The 
Mercury Theatre on the Air directed and narrated by actor and future filmmaker Orson 
Welles as an adaptation of H. G. Wells's novel The War of the Worlds (1898).

It was performed and broadcast live as a Halloween episode at 8 p.m. on Sunday, October 
30, 1938, over the Columbia Broadcasting System radio network.
The episode became famous for causing panic among its listening audience, although the 
scale of panic is disputed as the program had relatively few listeners.

Wikipedia - The War of the Worlds (1938 radio drama)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/The_War_of_the_Worlds_(radio_drama)

The radio revival of War of the Worlds in 1938 triggered an avalanche of revivals and renditions.

Wikipedia - List of works based on The War of the Worlds
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/List_of_works_based_on_The_War_of_the_Worlds

The War of the Worlds is a 1953 American science fiction film from Paramount Pictures, 
produced by George Pal, directed by Byron Haskin, starring Gene Barry and Ann Robinson.

Wikipedia - The War of the Worlds (1953 film)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/The_War_of_the_Worlds_(1953_film)

War of the Worlds is a 2005 American science fiction action thriller film directed by 
Steven Spielberg and written by Josh Friedman and David Koepp, based on the 1898 novel 
by H. G. Wells and jointly produced by Amblin Entertainment and Cruise/Wagner 
Productions and released by Paramount Pictures and DreamWorks Pictures. It stars Tom 
Cruise with Dakota Fanning, Justin Chatwin, Miranda Otto, and Tim Robbins in supporting 
roles, with narration by Morgan Freeman.

Wikipedia - War of the Worlds (2005 film)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/War_of_the_Worlds_(2005_film)

This avalanche of Martian invasions triggered a tsunami of popular Space Fiction.

Star Trek is an American science fiction media franchise created by Gene Roddenberry, 
which began with the eponymous 1960s series and quickly became a worldwide pop-culture 
phenomenon. The franchise has been expanded into various films, television series, video 
games, novels, and comic books. With an estimated $10.6 billion in revenue, Star Trek is 
one of the most recognizable and highest-grossing media franchises of all time.

The franchise began with Star Trek: The Original Series, which debuted in the US on 
September 8, 1966, and aired for three seasons on NBC. It was first broadcast on September 
6, 1966, on Canada's CTV network.

It followed the voyages of the starship USS Enterprise, a space exploration vessel built by 
the United Federation of Planets in the 23rd century, on a mission "to explore strange new 
worlds, to seek out new life and new civilizations, to boldly go where no man has gone 
before".

Wikipedia - Star Trek
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Star_trek

2001: A Space Odyssey is a 1968 epic science fiction film produced and directed by Stanley
Kubrick. The screenplay was written by Kubrick and Arthur C. Clarke, and was inspired by 
Clarke's 1951 short story "The Sentinel" and other short stories by Clarke.

Wikipedia - 2001: A Space Odyssey (film)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/2001:_A_Space_Odyssey_(film)

The United States' Apollo 11 was the first crewed mission to land on the Moon, on 20 July 
1969. There were six crewed U.S. landings between 1969 and 1972, and numerous 
uncrewed landings, with no soft landings happening between 22 August 1976 and 14 
December 2013. The United States is the only country to have successfully conducted 
crewed missions to the Moon, with the last departing the lunar surface in December 1972. 

Wikipedia - Moon Landing
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Moon_landing

Star Wars is an American epic space opera multimedia franchise created by George Lucas, 
which began with the eponymous 1977 film and quickly became a worldwide pop-culture 
phenomenon. The franchise has been expanded into various films and other media, including
television series, video games, novels, comic books, theme park attractions, and themed 
areas, comprising an all-encompassing fictional universe.

In 2020, its total value was estimated at US$70 billion, and it is currently the fifth-highest-
grossing media franchise of all time.

Wikipedia - Star Wars
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Star_Wars

Flash Gordon is a 1980 space opera film directed by Mike Hodges, based on the King 
Features comic strip of the same name created by Alex Raymond. The film stars Sam J. 
Jones, Melody Anderson, Ornella Muti, Max von Sydow and Topol, with Timothy Dalton, 
Mariangela Melato, Brian Blessed and Peter Wyngarde in supporting roles. The film follows
star quarterback Flash Gordon (Jones) and his allies Dale Arden (Anderson) and Hans 
Zarkov (Topol) as they unite the warring factions of the planet Mongo against the oppression
of Ming the Merciless (von Sydow), who is intent on destroying Earth. …
The film's soundtrack was composed and performed by the rock band Queen.

Wikipedia - Flash Gordon (film)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Flash_Gordon_(film)

Sometimes it's easy to think we pay too much attention to our favourite American Space Fiction

Lloyd James Austin III (born 1953) is an American retired United States Army four-star 
general serving as the 28th United States secretary of defense since January 22, 2021. 

Wikipedia - Lloyd Austin
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Lloyd_Austin

and too little attention to the less favoured British Space Fiction.

The Daleks are a fictional extraterrestrial race of mutants principally portrayed in the British 
science fiction television programme Doctor Who. The Daleks were conceived by science-
fiction writer Terry Nation and first appeared in the 1963 Doctor Who serial The Daleks, in 
shells designed by Raymond Cusick. Drawing inspiration from the Nazis, Nation portrayed 
the Daleks as violent, merciless and pitiless cyborg aliens, who demand total conformity 
to their will and are bent on the conquest of the universe and the extermination of what 
they see as inferior races.

Wikipedia - Dalek
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Darleks

The social thinking of Bertie embraced “euthanasia of the weak and sensual”.
The social thinking of Bertie embraced “good, scientifically caused pain”.
The social thinking of Bertie promoted a “new order” through the “concussions of war”.
…
The charmed career of Bertie Wells [and the presence of court historian] suggests H G 
Wells became a British propaganda project in 1894. Statistically, there is a 50-50 chance 
the original Bertie Wells died of tuberculosis before 1894.

Malaga Bay - H G Wells – The Flipping Fabian
https://malagabay.wordpress.com/2018/12/31/h-g-wells-the-flipping-fabian/

Countless people, from maharajas to millionaires and from pukkha sahibs to pretty ladies, 
will hate the new world order, be rendered unhappy by the frustration of their passions and
ambitions through its advent and will die protesting against it.

The New World Order – H G Wells – 1940
https://archive.org/details/in.ernet.dli.2015.274306/page/n165

As always:

Review the evidence and draw your own conclusions.
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