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It's reported the Black population of the United States was zero in 1610 and 6,580,793 in 1880.

Wikipedia - Historical Racial and Ethnic Demographics of the United States
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Historical_racial_and_ethnic_demographics_of_the_United_States

The United States census (plural censuses or census) is a census that is legally mandated by
the U.S. Constitution, and takes place every 10 years. … The first nine censuses 1790–1870
were conducted by U.S. marshals before the Census Bureau was created.

Wikipedia - United States Census
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/United_States_census

The figures for Negroes for the 17th century, which are doubtlessly too low, are largely 
estimates based upon references to purchase and sale,to laws governing slavery, and 
occasionally to reports of more or less exact numbers.

Colonial and Pre-Federal Statistics - US Bureau of the Census -1975
http://www2.census.gov/prod2/statcomp/documents/CT1970p2-13.pdf

The zero to 6,580,793 growth is attributed to imported slaves being successful in reproduction.

Slave Voyages v2.2.13
https://www.slavevoyages.org

Life expectancy was much higher in the United States, and the enslaved population was 
successful in reproduction.

Wikipedia - Slavery in the United States
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Slavery_in_the_United_States

But the data suggests Black slaves only became successful in reproduction around 1770.

The number of enslaved people ...grew rapidly, reaching 4 million by the 1860 Census. 

From 1770 to 1860, the rate of natural growth of North American enslaved people was 
much greater than for the population of any nation in Europe, and it was nearly twice as 
rapid as that of England.

Wikipedia - Slavery in the United States
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Slavery_in_the_United_States

The demographic data also suggests Black Americans began losing their mojo in 1850.

Birth-rate.— As the increase of negro population is slackening, as the immigration and 
emigration of negroes are insignificant in amount, and as the death-rate is about stationary, it
is reasonable to infer that the birth-rate is dwindling.

This cannot be stated with certainty, for there are no registration records giving the number 
of births for any large and representative group of American negroes.

A good index to the birth-rate, however, may be derived from the proportion of children 
under 5 years of age to women 15 to 49 years of age. In the returns negroes are not 
distinguished from Indians and Mongolians. To minimize this slight source of error and at 
the same time to secure a more representative and homogeneous population group, the 
following figures are confined to the Southern or former slave states:

1911 Encyclopædia Britannica - Volume 19 - Negro
Thomas Athol Joyce and Walter Francis Willcox

https://en.wikisource.org/wiki/1911_Encyclop%C3%A6dia_Britannica/Negro

However, it looks likely the Black demographic data before 1870 and after 1870 is curated data.

The American Civil War (1861-1865)
…

 15.2% of United States Volunteers and just
               8.6% of white Regular Army troops died, 
             20.5% of United States Colored Troops died.

Wikipedia - American Civil War
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/American_Civil_War#Casualties

The Black demographic data before 1870 forms a very suspicious almost perfect curve.

Wikipedia - Historical Racial and Ethnic Demographics of the United States
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Historical_racial_and_ethnic_demographics_of_the_United_States

The Black demographic data after 1870 forms two very suspicious near perfect linear trends.

Wikipedia - Historical Racial and Ethnic Demographics of the United States
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Historical_racial_and_ethnic_demographics_of_the_United_States

The suspect data before 1870 covers the period of massive administrative upheaval caused by the 
acquisition of territory [with freemen and slaves] by the United States between 1803 and 1854.

Malaga Bay - Black Seminoles
https://malagabay.wordpress.com/2022/08/01/black-seminoles

Louisiana Purchase was the acquisition of the territory of Louisiana by the United States 
from the French First Republic in 1803.

Wikipedia - Louisiana Purchase
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Louisiana_Purchase

Adams–Onís Treaty was signed between the United States and Spain on February 22, 1819, 
and took effect on July 17, 1821. According to the terms of the treaty, the United States 
acquired Florida and all Spanish claim to the Oregon Country. In exchange, the U.S. 
renounced all its claims to Texas and agreed to pay all Spanish debts to American citizens, 
which totaled about $5 million.

Wikipedia - Spanish Florida
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Spanish_Florida

Oregon Treaty of 1846 ended disputed joint occupancy pursuant to the Treaty of 1818 and 
established the British-American boundary at the 49th parallel (except Vancouver Island).

Wikipedia - Oregon Country
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Oregon_country

Republic of Texas was a sovereign state in North America that existed from March 2, 1836, 
to February 19, 1846, although Mexico considered it a rebellious province during its entire 
existence despite the Treaties of Velasco of May 1836. 

Wikipedia - Republic of Texas
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Republic_of_Texas

Mexican Cession is the region in the modern-day southwestern United States that Mexico 
ceded to the United States in the Treaty of Guadalupe Hidalgo in 1848 after the Mexican–
American War.

Wikipedia - Mexican Cession
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Mexican_Cession

Gadsden Purchase is a 29,670-square-mile (76,800 km2) region of present-day southern 
Arizona and southwestern New Mexico that the United States acquired from Mexico by the 
Treaty of Mesilla, which took effect on June 8, 1854.

Wikipedia - Gadsden Purchase
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Gadsden_Purchase

The acquisition of territory with black inhabitants would explain why the Federal Government 
indulged in some virtue signalling by making the importation of slaves a crime after 1807.

The Act Prohibiting Importation of Slaves of 1807… took effect on January 1, 1808 …
it made all importation from abroad, even on foreign ships, a federal crime. 

Wikipedia - Act Prohibiting Importation of Slaves
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Act_Prohibiting_Importation_of_Slaves

Furthermore:

The acquisition of territory with black inhabitants would help explain the rapid rise of King Cotton.

• 1803 Louisiana Purchase
• 1821 Spanish Florida
• 1846 Texas

“U.S. Cotton Production 1790–1834” by Bill of Rights Institute/Flickr, CC BY 4.0)
https://cnx.org/contents/NgBFhmUc@14.5:FSQ-vKHn@7/5-2-%F0%9F%93%96-Chapter-

5-Introductory-Essay-1800-1828

A modern mechanical cotton gin was created by American inventor Eli Whitney in 1793 
and patented in 1794. … It revolutionized the cotton industry in the United States, but also
led to the growth of slavery in the American South.

Wikipedia - Cotton Gin
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Cotton_gin

United States Department of Agriculture - National Agricultural Statistics Service
https://www.nass.usda.gov/Data_and_Statistics/

The Southern economy heavily relied on the continual growth and production of cotton. 
Southern cotton, also referred to as King Cotton, dominated the global cotton supply.

By the late 1850s, Southern cotton had accounted for

77 percent of the 800 million pounds of cotton consumed in Britain, 
90 percent of the 192 million pounds used in France, 
60 percent of the 115 million pounds spun in the German Zollverein, and …
92 percent of       102 million pounds manufactured in Russia.

Wikipedia - Cotton Diplomacy
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Cotton_diplomacy

The suspect data before 1870 suggests up to 3,691,000 black inhabitants were acquired.

Graphic Presentation - Willard Cope Brinton - 1939
https://archive.org/details/graphicpresentat00brinrich/page/187/mode/1up

The number of enslaved and free blacks rose from
   759,000 (  60,000                free) in the 1790 U.S. Census

to 4,450,000 (480,000, or 11%, free) in the 1860 U.S. Census, a 580% increase.

The white population grew from 3.2 million to 27 million, an increase of 1,180% due to 
high birth rates and 4.5 million immigrants, overwhelmingly from Europe, and 70% of 
whom arrived in the years 1840–1860.

Wikipedia - Slavery in the United States
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Slavery_in_the_United_States

Ignoring the suspect data before 1870 suggests up to 4,394,859 black inhabitants were acquired.

Either way:

The narrative of the Black population suddenly discovering the secret of successful reproduction 
[around 1770] looks ludicrously limp because it implies the parts of New Spain and New France 
acquired by the United States contained zero American Africans and zero African Americans.

New Spain 1521–1821 … During the period 1580–1640 when Spain and Portugal were 
ruled by the same monarch and Portuguese slave traders had access to Spanish markets, 
African slaves were imported in large numbers to New Spain …

Wikipedia - New Spain
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/New_Spain

Veracruz … main port of entry for … African slaves … The Spanish imported between 
500,000 and 1,000,000 West African slaves into Mexico between 1535 and 1767 …

Wikipedia - Veracruz
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Veracruz

New France 1534–1763 … in the mid-1730s … the introduction of African slaves.

Wikipedia - New France
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Nouvelle-France

This ludicrously limp narrative claims an impossible one million forced migration of Black 
Americans to the Deep South occurred in “the decades after the American Revolutionary War”.

During the decades after the American Revolutionary War, more than one million enslaved 
African Americans underwent forced migration from the Upper South to the Deep South, 
two thirds of them in the slave trade.

Wikipedia - Louisiana
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Louisiana

Upper South is … primarily Virginia, West Virginia, Kentucky, North Carolina, and 
Tennessee, and to a lesser extent Delaware, the District of Columbia, and Maryland.

Wikipedia - Upland South
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Upland_South

Deep South … Louisiana, Mississippi, Alabama, Georgia, and South Carolina.
Texas, and Florida are sometimes included, due to being peripheral states …

Wikipedia - Deep South
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Deep_South

The one million forced migration was impossible at that time because the official Black population
was below one million for most of the first two decades after the American Revolutionary War.

The American Revolutionary War … 1775-1783 … independence from Great Britain.

Wikipedia - American Revolutionary War
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/American_Revolutionary_War
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The Wikipedia references associated with the one million forced migration narrative provide some 
additional insights into the modern mainstream slavery demi-monde.

During the decades after the American Revolutionary War, more than one million enslaved 
African Americans underwent forced migration from the Upper South to the Deep South,
two thirds of them in the slave trade. Others were transported by their owners as 
slaveholders moved west for new lands.[57][58]
…
57.
In Motion: The African-American Migration Experience—The Domestic Slave Trade,
New York Public Library, Schomburg Center for Study of Black Culture, 2002
http://www.inmotionaame.org/migrations/landing.cfm?migration=3
Archived 
https://web.archive.org/web/20131104201729/http://www.inmotionaame.org/migrations/lan
ding.cfm?migration=3 November 4, 2013, at the Wayback Machine, accessed April 27, 2008

58.
Peter Kolchin, American Slavery: 1619–1877, New York: Hill and Wang, 1994, pp. 96–98

Wikipedia - Louisiana
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Louisiana

1) The slavery demi-monde is selling the distinctly curious concept that: Only 2 of the 13
     defining migrations experienced by African Americans were coerced.

In motion the African American migration experience.
African American migration experience

New York Public Library, Schomburg Center for Research in Black Culture
http://www.inmotionaame.org/

In Motion: The African-American Migration Experience presents a new interpretation of 
African-American history, one that focuses on the self-motivated activities of peoples of 
African descent to remake themselves and their worlds.

Of the thirteen defining migrations that formed and transformed African America, only 
the transatlantic slave trade and the domestic slave trades were coerced, the eleven 
others were voluntary movements of resourceful and creative men and women, risk-takers 
in an exploitative and hostile environment.

Their survival skills, efficient networks, and dynamic culture enabled them to thrive and 
spread, and to be at the very core of the settlement and development of the Americas.

Their hopeful journeys changed not only their world and the fabric of the African Diaspora 
but also the Western Hemisphere.

Library of Congress
https://www.loc.gov/item/2005616653/

In Motion: The African-American Migration Experience
This project from the New York Public Library contains over 8,300 illustrations, 60 maps, 
and thousands of pages of primary and secondary texts focusing on the thirteen defining 
migrations that transformed the African-American experience and the United States as a 
nation, including the Transatlantic Slave Trade, Colonization, Haitian Immigration, the 
Great Migration, and more.

 Berkeley Library - University of California
https://guides.lib.berkeley.edu/subject-guide/African-American/pstopic/segregation

2) The slavery demi-monde is selling their long-distance migration without “precise statistics”.

During the half century preceding the Civil War, slave owners moved hundred of thousands 
of “surplus” slaves west, mostly from non-cotton-producing states.

This long-distance migration represented a major new development …
…
While precise statistics are lacking, about one million slaves (or almost twice as many as 
had crossed the Atlantic from Africa to America) moved west between 1790 and 1860. … 
every decade between 1810 and 1860 saw more than 100,000 slave migrants.

Historians disagree over how most slaves moved.

Page 96 - American Slavery 1619-1877 - Peter Kolchin - 2003
Amazon US:    https://www.amazon.com/dp/0809016303
Amazon UK: https://www.amazon.co.uk/dp/0809016303

3) The slavery demi-monde is over reliant upon Franklin & Armfield as narrative villains.

For enterprising speculators, the slave trade could be a big business; between 1828 and 
1836, partners Isaac Franklin and John Armfield, headquartered in Alexandria, Virginia, 
purchased and resold more than one thousand slaves annually.

Page 97 - American Slavery 1619-1877 - Peter Kolchin - 2003
Amazon US:    https://www.amazon.com/dp/0809016303
Amazon UK: https://www.amazon.co.uk/dp/0809016303

Franklin and Armfield
Slave Office (1315 Duke Street)

Isaac Franklin and John Armfield leased this brick building with access to the wharves
and docks in 1828 as a holding pen for enslaved people being shipped from northern

Virginia to Louisiana. They purchased the building and three lots in 1832. 

From this location Armfield bought bondspeople at low prices and shipped them south
to his partner Franklin, in Natchez, Mississippi, and New Orleans, Louisiana,

to be sold at higher prices.

By the 1830s they often sold 1,000 people annually, operating as one of the largest
slave-trading companies in the United States until 1836.

Slave traders continually owned the property until 1861.

Virginia Department of Historic Resources - Plaque - 2006
Wikipedia - Franklin and Armfield Office

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Franklin_and_Armfield_Office

Slave ship taking on slaves at the Alexandria waterfront in 1836.

Wikipedia - Alexandria, Virginia
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Alexandria,_Virginia

In 1833, the most active slavers in the United States, John Armfield and Isaac Franklin 
began a program of arbitrating [arbitraging] low slave prices in the Middle Atlantic area 
by sending thousands of slaves to Deep South markets in Natchez and New Orleans. 

Wikipedia - Natchez, Mississippi
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Natchez,_Mississippi

In economics and finance, arbitrage  is the practice of taking advantage of a difference in 
prices in two or more markets; striking a combination of matching deals to capitalise on 
the difference …

Wikipedia - Arbitrage
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Arbitrage

In the period between 1825 and 1830, the average price for enslaved young adult enslaved 
men in Virginia was $400. In contrast, Isaac Franklin sold four individuals (sex unspecified) 
at the Forks of the Road in 1826-27 for $700, $600, $500, and $450.

By early 1850, enslaved males at Forks of the Road were advertised at $825 each, and 
females were priced at $700 and $600.

By early 1861, with a civil war looming, prices for Virginia field hands had climbed to an 
average of $1,200 each.  Forks of the Road prices were correspondingly high during the 
early months of 1861 when field hands were advertised from $1,600 to $1,650.

The Forks of the Road Slave Market at Natchez
Mississippi Historical Society - Jim Barnett - February 2003 

https://www.mshistorynow.mdah.ms.gov/issue/the-forks-of-the-road-slave-market-at-natchez

Wikipedia - Natchez, Mississippi
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Natchez,_Mississippi

4) The slavery demi-monde appears happy for “1,000 people annually” between 1828 and 1836 to 
be repackaged as “a million slaves” between 1828 and 1861.

The city will work with the Urban League to improve the museum, expand its hours and 
attract more visitors to the house at 1315 Duke St., through which as many as a million 
slaves are thought to have passed between 1828 and 1861 on their way to bondage in 
Mississippi and Louisiana.

Alexandria council loans $63,000 to stabilize slave-trading museum
The Washington Post - Patricia Sullivan - 14 February 2018

https://www.washingtonpost.com/local/virginia-politics/alexandria-council-loans-63000-to-
stabilize-slave-trading-museum/2018/02/14/facedcfa-1140-11e8-9570-29c9830535e5_story.html

5) The slavery demi-monde have unilaterally decreed surplus slaves usually went west in coffles.

Throughout the antebellum years, professional slave traders scoured the rural areas of the 
seaboard states, buying up surplus slaves who were then sent west - usually in overland 
“coffles” but sometimes by boat - where they were eagerly snapped up both in the 
countryside and in markets of cities such as New Orleans, Natchez, and Mongomery. 

Page 96 - American Slavery 1619-1877 - Peter Kolchin - 2003
Amazon US:    https://www.amazon.com/dp/0809016303
Amazon UK: https://www.amazon.co.uk/dp/0809016303

A coffle was a group of enslaved people chained together and marched from one place to 
another by owners or slave traders.

Wikipedia - Coffle
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Coffle

The Rev. James H. Dickey, speaking of the horrors of Slavery in Kentucky, says :

As I was returning with my family from a visit to the barrens of Kentucky, I witnessed a 
scene such as I never witnessed before, and such as I hope never to witness again. Having 
passed through Paris, in Bourbon county, Ky., the sound of music (beyond a little rising 
ground) attracted ray attention. I looked forward, and saw the Flag of my Country waving.

Supposing that I was about to meet a Military parade, I drove hastily to the side of the road, 
and having gained the ascent, I discovered about forty Men, all chained together after the 
following manner : each of them was hand-cuffed, and they were arranged in rank-and-
file. A chain was stretched between the two ranks, to which short chains were joined, which 
connected with the hand-cuffs. 

Behind them were about thirty Women, in double rank, the couples tied hand to hand.
…

The Suppressed Book About Slavery - George Washington Carleton - 1864
https://archive.org/details/suppressedbookab00carl/page/164/mode/1up

The Wikipedia coffle entry reports Franklin & Armfield marched their slaves to the Deep South.

Franklin and Armfield established slavepens near Alexandria, Virginia to hold slaves, and 
when a sufficient number were gathered, some were transported by ship.

Others were handcuffed to long chains in groups of 100 (a coffle) and force marched to 
the markets of the deep south, where they would be sold as slaves.

Wikipedia - Coffle
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Coffle

In the decades prior to the American Civil War, market places where enslaved Africans 
were bought and sold could be found in every town of any size in Mississippi. Natchez 
was unquestionably the state’s most active slave trading city, although substantial slave 
markets existed at Aberdeen, Crystal Springs, Vicksburg, Woodville, and Jackson.

The Forks of the Road Slave Market at Natchez
Jim Barnett and H Clark Burkett
Mississippi Historical Society 

https://web.archive.org/web/20070619111508/http://mshistory.k12.ms.us/features/feature36/
forks_of_the_road.html

There are 1,091 miles from Alexandria, VA to Natchez, MS. That's the driving distance.
It would take 20 hours 18 mins to go from Alexandria, Virginia to Natchez, Mississippi.
The flight distance (direct flight from Alexandria, VA to Natchez, MS) is 951.04 miles.

Free Mileage Calculator
http://freemileagecalculator.com/miles-from-alexandria-va-to-natchez-ms

The Wikipedia entry fails to mention the Franklin & Armfield 1,000 mile [and more] march to 
Mississippi occurred [if at all] only once a year.

Their company, Franklin and Armfield sent an annual caravan of slaves, called a coffle, 
from Virginia to the Forks of the Road in Natchez, as well as sending others by ship 
through New Orleans. 

Wikipedia - Natchez, Mississippi
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Natchez,_Mississippi

Franklin and Armfield sent an annual overland coffle, or slave caravan, from Virginia to 
their Forks of the Road market. These coffles usually left Alexandria for Natchez in mid- 
to late summer and traveled through Tennessee. From central Tennessee, the standard route 
to Natchez and the Forks of the Road was down the Natchez Trace.

Entrepreneurial farmers along the route supplied the coffles with pork and corn.

During the overland march, male slaves were usually manacled and chained together in 
double files, and were under the close supervision of mounted drivers. Women also walked,
while children and the injured rode in the wagons that accompanied the coffle.

The White men guarding the coffles were normally armed with both guns and whips.

The Forks of the Road Slave Market at Natchez
Mississippi Historical Society - Jim Barnett - February 2003 

https://www.mshistorynow.mdah.ms.gov/issue/the-forks-of-the-road-slave-market-at-natchez

The much larger presence of women and children meant these wagon trains … taking 
about 100 days to cover the 1,000 miles trip to Salt Lake City.
(The Oregon and California emigrants averaged about 15 miles per day.) 

Wikipedia - Oregon Trail
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Oregon_Trail#Mormon_emigration

The Natchez Trace, also known as the Old Natchez Trace, is a historic forest trail within the
United States which extends roughly 440 miles (710 km) from Nashville, Tennessee, to 
Natchez, Mississippi, linking the Cumberland, Tennessee, and Mississippi rivers.

Wikipedia - Natchez Trace
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Natchez_Trace

The Wikipedia entry also fails to mention that when Franklin & Armfield began trading in 1828 the 
Natchez Trail was disused because it was no longer necessary.

When the use of steamboats became common in the 1820s, travel along the overland 
corridor was no longer necessary. …
Slowly the route became little more than a series of local roads.

General Management Plan - Natchez Trace Parkway - National Park Service - 1987
https://archive.org/details/generalnatcheztrace00nati/page/2/mode/1up

The Trace passes through lands that the Natchez, Choctaw, and Chickasaw nations used 
primarily for dwelling, farming, and hunting. … As commerce and land attracted more 
settlers, the U.S. Government needed a quicker way to communicate with the Mississippi 
Territory. So in 1800, it established the postal route between Nashville and Natchez.
…
In 1806 Congress appropriated $6,000 to improve the road, probably to mollify the 
complaints of the postal riders. No maintenance money, however, was provided, and, to the
dismay of its many travelers, the road soon returned to its rugged form.

Military use of the route peaked during the war years of 1812-1815, when Andrew Jackson 
traveled the Trace with his men. After his victory at the Battle of New Orleans, the military 
needs for the road ceased and so did much congressional interest in it. Still, the postal 
riders continued their brave journeys along the old road, and by 1816 there were three mail 
deliveries a week.  

The government began to rely more on the steamboat to carry the mail in the 1820s.
...
After about 85 years of disuse, the rebirth of the Trace likely started with a 1905 article by 
John Swain entitled “The Natchez Trace” that appeared in Everybody's Magazine.

Guide to the Natchez Trace Parkway - F Lynne Bachleda - 2011
Amazon US:    https://www.amazon.com/dp/0897329252
Amazon UK: https://www.amazon.co.uk/dp/0897329252

In humility my mind went back to the advice I had received from an old woman at She Boss
(expressively named hamlet!) some four hours earlier. “You’re going a mighty crooked 
road,” she had said, “and maybe you’ll keep to it all right. But I reckon you’ll find the 
Natchez Trace easy to travel and hard to foller. You better ask everybody you see if 
you’re on it.”

The Natchez Trace - John Swain - Everybody's Magazine - 1905
https://archive.org/details/sim_everybodys-magazine_1905-09_13_3/page/329/mode/1up

The Wikipedia entry also fails to mention that 1830 to 1850 was the golden age of steamboats 
when “slaves in squads and coffles” were shipped by river steamboats.

Along the banks of the Ohio are … Louisville, … Kentucky … and three … cities in West 
Virginia - Huntington (second), Parkersburg (fourth), and Wheeling (fifth). 

Wikipedia - Ohio River
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ohio_river

The Mississippi River … borders or passes through the states of Minnesota, Wisconsin, 
Iowa, Illinois, Missouri, Kentucky, Tennessee, Arkansas, Mississippi, and Louisiana. …
Steamboats entered trade in the 1820s … 1830–1850 became the golden age of steamboats.

Wikipedia - Mississippi River
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Mississippi_River

In the winter of 1811 to 1812, the New Orleans became the first steamboat to travel down 
the Ohio and Mississippi Rivers from Pittsburgh to New Orleans. The commercial 
feasibility of steamboats on the Mississippi and its tributaries was demonstrated by the 
Enterprise in 1814. … Early steamboats took 30 days to travel from New Orleans to 
Louisville, which was from half to one-quarter the time by keel boat. Due to improvements 
in steamboat technology, by 1830 the time from New Orleans to Louisville was halved.

Wikipedia - Economic History of the United States
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Economic_history_of_the_United_States#Steam_power

Steamboats … of the Mississippi River and its tributaries, allowing practical large-scale 
transport of passengers and freight both up- and down-river.
…
In the 1810s there were 20 boats on the river; 
by the 1830s, there were more than 1200. …
In the 1820s, steamers … pushed barges of coal from Pittsburgh to New Orleans. 

Wikipedia - Steamboats of the Mississippi
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Steamboats_of_the_Mississippi

It was one year later, when Lincoln was nineteen years old [1809 + 19 = 1828], that he 
made his second voyage. … And Abraham Lincoln had seen what he never forgot, his first 
close view of human slavery. Slaves toiling on the plantations, slaves bending beneath their 
tasks on the levees of the river towns, and, what was more memorable than all, slaves in 
squads and coffles, torn from old homes and families far away, bound up the river on the 
steamboats that were now frequent on the busy Mississippi.

 Abraham Lincoln and the Downfall of American Slavery - Noah Brooks - 1914
https://archive.org/details/abrahamlincolnd00broo/page/38/mode/1up?view=theater

Abraham Lincoln (1809-1865) … 16th president of the United States from 1861 …

Wikipedia - Abraham Lincoln
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Abraham_Lincoln

And Wikipedia fails to mention Franklin & Armfield appear to have sold their trading business in 
1836 because slave prices in Louisiana, Alabama, and Mississippi had fallen by at least 50%.

Maryland and Virginia, the great breeding States, have reduced their stock within the last 
few years, having been tempted, by high prices, to ship off thousands and tens of thousands 
to the markets of Louisiana, Alabama, and Mississippi. But these markets are already 
glutted, and human flesh has fallen in value from fifty to seventy-five per cent.

Miscellaneous Writings on Slavery - William Jay - 1835
https://archive.org/details/miscellaneouswr01jaygoog/page/548/mode/1up

Miscellaneous Writings on Slavery - William Jay - 1835
https://archive.org/details/miscellaneouswr01jaygoog/page/429/mode/1up?view=theater

As always:

Review the evidence and draw your own conclusions.

The Hon. J. K. Paulding, late Secretary of the United States Navy, gives the following 
picture of a scene he witnessed in Virginia : — 

The sun was shining out very hot, and in turning an angle of the road, we encountered the 
following group : first, a little cart drawn by one horse, in which five or six half-naked 
colored children were tumbled like pigs together. The cart had no covering, and they 
seemed to have been actually broiled to sleep. 

Behind the cart marched three colored women, with head, neck, and breasts, uncovered, 
and without shoes or stockings ; next came three men, bareheaded, half-naked, and 
fastened together with an ox-chain. 

Last of all came a white man on horseback, carrying a brace of pistols in his belt, and who, 
as we passed him, had the impudence to look us in the face without blushing.
…
At a house where we stopped, a little further on, we learned that he had bought these 
miserable beings in Maryland, and was marching them in this manner to some of the more
Southern markets.

The Suppressed Book About Slavery - George Washington Carleton - 1864
https://archive.org/details/suppressedbookab00carl/page/159/mode/1up
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