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Edwin Johnson rightly realised Western History descends into farce and fiction around 1400 CE.

Edwin Johnson (1842–1901) was an English historian … made the radical claim that the 
whole of the so-called Dark Ages between 700 and 1400 A. D. had never occurred, but had 
been invented by Christian writers who created imaginary characters and events.

Wikipedia – Edwin Johnson (historian)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Edwin_Johnson_%28historian%29

Working backwards [towards ancient times] the Western Historical narrative for Ethiopia can only 
[at best] be traced back to 1428 CE or [at worst] 1487 CE. 

In the early 15th century, Ethiopia sought to make diplomatic contact with European 
kingdoms for the first time since the Aksumite era. A letter from Henry IV of England to the
Ethiopian emperor survives. In 1428, Yeshaq I sent two emissaries to Alfonso V of Aragon, 
who sent his own emissaries that failed to complete the return trip home to Aragon.
The first continuous relations Europeans began in 1508 with Portugal under Dawit II.

Wikipedia – Ethiopia
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ethiopia

Pedro, or Pêro da Covilhã … was a Portuguese diplomat and explorer.
… 
In 1487, his overland expedition made its way to India … and … Ethiopia.

Wikipedia – Pêro da Covilhã
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/P%C3%AAro_da_Covilh%C3%A3

Moving further back in time the Ethiopian storyline descends into farce and fiction because the 
mainstream felt obliged to cobble together [from scratch] an official historical narrative for Axum.

Axum or Aksum is a town in the Tigray Region of Ethiopia with a population of 66,900 …

In 1980, UNESCO added Axum's archaeological sites to its list of World Heritage Sites …

Wikipedia - Axum
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Axum

The cobbling together process provides plenty of opportunities for creative writing because the 
remarkably sparse historical records are decidedly dubious.

The Meccans were in commercial relations with the state of Axum, whose port Massoua is 
separated by an easy journey from the Arabian coast.

The beginnings of Christianity in that country are lost in obscurity, and
its chronicles up to the Portuguese invasion are all fabulous.

Mohammed and the Rise of Islam - David Samuel Margoliouth - 1905 
https://archive.org/details/mohammedriseofis00margrich/page/157/mode/1up

Liber Aksumae - K Conti Rossini
Liber Axumae - 1910

https://archive.org/details/liberaxumae00pari/page/1/mode/1up

The Book of Axum (Liber Axumae) is the name accepted since the time of James Bruce in 
the latter part of the 18th century CE for a collection of documents from Saint Mary's 
Cathedral of Axum providing information on Ethiopian history. The earliest parts of the 
collection date to the mid-15th century during the reign of Zar'a Ya`qob (r. 1434-1468).

The book's editor Carlo Conti Rossini classified the book into three parts:

the first, earlier, section describes the Church Maryam Seyon in Axum prior to it 
being damaged in the mid-16th century, the topography of Axum and its history, and 
contains a list of services and the like regarding Maryam Seyon and its clergy.

The second part is dated to the early 17th century and contains 104 historical and 
legal texts, many dealing with land grants, along with their protocols,

while the third text dates to the late 17th century and contains 14 miscellaneous 
legal and historical texts regarding Axum's history.

The book was also supplemented in the mid-19th century with further later documents.

Wikipedia - Book of Axum
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Book_of_Axum

Working forwards [from ancient times] the first [and only genuine] ancient reference to Axum 
appears in the [Koine Greek] Periplus of the Erythraean Sea that's dated to about 60 AD.

The first historical mention of Axum comes from the Periplus of the Erythraean Sea …

Wikipedia - Kingdom of Aksum
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Axumite_Empire

The Voyage around the Erythraean Sea

1. Of the designated ports on the Erythraean Sea, and the market-towns around it, the first is 
the Egyptian port of Mussel Harbor. To those sailing down from that place, on the right 
hand, after eighteen hundred stadia, there is Berenice. The harbors of both are at the 
boundary of Egypt, and are bays opening from the Erythraean Sea.

2. On the right-hand coast next below Berenice is the country of the Berbers. Along the 
shore are the Fish-Eaters, living in scattered caves in the narrow valleys. Further inland are 
the Berbers, and beyond them the Wild-flesh-Eaters and Calf- Eaters, each tribe governed by
its chief; and behind them, further inland, in the country toward the west, there lies a city 
called Meroe.

3. Below the Calf- Eaters there is a little market-town on the shore after sailing about four 
thousand stadia from Berenice, called Ptolemais of the Hunts, from which the hunters 
started for the interior under the dynasty of the Ptolemies. This market-town has the true 
land-tortoise in small quantity; it is white and smaller in the shells. And here also is found a 
little ivory, like that of Adulis. But the place has no harbor and is reached only by small 
boats.

4. Below Ptolemais of the Hunts, at a distance of about three thousand stadia, there is 
Adulis, a port established by law, lying at the inner end of a bay that runs in toward the 
south. Before the harbor lies the so-called Mountain Island, about two hundred stadia 
seaward from the very head of the bay, with the shores of the mainland close to it on both 
sides. Ships bound for this port now anchor here because of attacks from the land. They used
formerly to anchor at the very head of the bay, by an island called Diodorus, close to the 
shore, which could be reached on foot from the land ; by which means the barbarous natives 
attacked the island.

Opposite Mountain Island, on the mainland twenty stadia from shore, lies Adulis, a fair-
sized village, from which there is a three-days’ journey to Coloe, an inland town and the 
first market for ivory. From that place to the city of the people called Auxumites there is 
a five days’ journey more; to that place all the ivory is brought from the country beyond the
Nile through the district called Cyeneum, and thence to Adulis. 

Practically the whole number of elephants and rhinoceros that are killed live in the places 
inland, although at rare intervals they are hunted on the seacoast even near Adulis. 

Before the harbor of that market-town, out at sea on the right hand, there lie a great many 
little sandy islands called Alalaei, yielding tortoise-shell, which is brought to market there by
the Fish-Eaters.
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4. City of the people called Auxumites

This is the first known reference to the city of Axum …

The Periplus of the Erythræan Sea - Wilfred Harvey Schoff - 1912
https://archive.org/details/b29353051/page/22/mode/1up

The Periplus of the Erythraean Sea, also known ... as the Periplus Maris Erythraei, is a 
Greco-Roman periplus written in Koine Greek that describes navigation and trading 
opportunities from Roman Egyptian ports like Berenice Troglodytica along the coast of the 
Red Sea, and others along Horn of Africa, the Persian Gulf, Arabian Sea and the Indian 
Ocean, including the modern-day Sindh region of Pakistan and southwestern regions of 
India.
…
One historical analysis, published by Schoff in 1912, narrowed the date of the text to AD 
59–62, in agreement with present-day estimates of the middle of the 1st century.[citation 
needed] Schoff additionally provides an historical analysis as to the text's original 
authorship, and arrives at the conclusion that the author was a "Greek in Egypt, a Roman 
subject". … Aksum is mentioned in the Periplus as an important market place for ivory …

Wikipedia - Periplus of the Erythraean Sea
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Periplus_of_the_Erythraean_Sea

Zoskales … c. 100 CE … was an ancient King in the Horn of Africa … The Periplus of the 
Erythraean Sea mentions Zoskales as the ruler of the port of Adulis in Eritrea.

Wikipedia - Zoskales
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Zoskales

Taken together:

Mainstream data suggests the Ethiopian history thread broke sometime between 60 AD and 1428.

This broken thread led Edward Gibbon to state the Ethiopians had “slept near a thousand years”.

Encompassed on all sides by the enemies of their religion, the Aethiopians slept near a 
thousand years, forgetful of the world, by whom they were forgotten. 

They were awakened by the Portuguese, who, turning the southern promontory of Africa, 
appeared in India and the Red Sea, as if they had descended through the air from a distant 
planet.

In the first moments of their interview, the subjects of Rome and Alexandria observed the 
resemblance, rather than the difference, of their faith; and each nation expected the most 
important benefits from an alliance with their Christian brethren. 

In their lonely situation, the Aethiopians had almost relapsed into the savage life.

Their vessels, which had traded to Ceylon, scarcely presumed to navigate the rivers of 
Africa; the ruins of Axume were deserted, the nation was scattered in villages, and the 
emperor, a pompous name, was content, both in peace and war, with the immovable 
residence of a camp.

History of The Decline and Fall of The Roman Empire - Volume 4 - Edward Gibbon - 1782
With notes by the Reverend H H Milman - 1845

https://www.gutenberg.org/files/734/734-h/734-h.htm#linknoteref-47.156

Applying the Early Roman Rulers adjustment to the dating of the Periplus of the Erythraean Sea 
moves the first known reference to Axum forward from 60 AD to 1240 CE.

This adjustment suggests the thread of Ethiopian history broke sometime between 1240 and 1428.

Given the date range of the Antonine Plague [165-180 AD] it’s not unreasonable to adjust 
the calendar alignment so that 220 AD equates to 1400 CE i.e. an offset of 1,180 years.

1400 Years of Fabricated Frosts
https://malagabay.wordpress.com/2021/03/01/1400-years-of-fabricated-frosts/

Early Roman Rulers [ending      with Gordian III]       are incremented by 1,180 years.
Late   Roman Rulers [beginning with Philip the Arab] are incremented by    394 years.

Malaga Bay - Sardis 12: Roman Reversal
https://malagabay.wordpress.com/2021/10/25/sardis-12-roman-reversal/

On the other hand:

Gibbon's thousand years of sleeping Ethiopians was just too tempting for the mainstream to resist.

Excavations at Aksum - Stuart C Munro-Hay - 1989
US Amazon:    https://www.amazon.com/dp/0500970084
UK Amazon: https://www.amazon.co.uk/dp/0500970084

The Kingdom of Aksum, also known as the Kingdom of Axum or the Aksumite Empire, 
was a kingdom centered in Northeast Africa and South Arabia from Classical antiquity to the
Early Middle Ages.

Based primarily in what is now northern Ethiopia, and spanning modern-day Eritrea, 
northern Djibouti and eastern Sudan, it extended at its height into much of modern day 
southern Arabia during the reign of King Kaleb.
…
The Kingdom of Axum was a trading empire with its hub in Eritrea and northern Ethiopia.

It existed approximately 100–940 AD, growing from the Iron Age proto-Axumite period c. 
fourth century BC to achieve prominence by the first century AD.

Wikipedia - Kingdom of Aksum
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Kingdom_of_Aksum

Wikipedia outlines the ancient artefacts allocated to the extraordinary Munro-Hay chronology 
that has [at least] the remarkably good sense to stop counting at 630 AD aka The Arabian Horizon.

Malaga Bay - Arabian Hoizon
https://malagabay.wordpress.com/category/arabian-horizon/

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Edwin_Johnson_(historian)
https://malagabay.wordpress.com/category/arabian-horizon/
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Kingdom_of_Aksum
https://www.amazon.co.uk/dp/0500970084
https://www.amazon.com/dp/0500970084
https://malagabay.wordpress.com/2021/10/25/sardis-12-roman-reversal/
https://malagabay.wordpress.com/2021/03/01/1400-years-of-fabricated-frosts/
https://www.gutenberg.org/files/734/734-h/734-h.htm#linknoteref-47.156
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Zoskales
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Periplus_of_the_Erythraean_Sea
https://archive.org/details/b29353051/page/22/mode/1up
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Axumite_Empire
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https://archive.org/details/mohammedriseofis00margrich/page/157/mode/1up
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https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/P%C3%AAro_da_Covilh%C3%A3
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ethiopia


The allocated artefacts appear to display no dates.

Bazen … c. 10 B.C.

Za Haqala … c. 100 … possibly Nza ya Nkla
or Zoskales     [as mentioned in the Periplus of the Erythraean Sea]

GDRT … c. 200 … known primarily from inscriptions in South Arabia …

DBHʽ  … 3rd century … known through South Arabian inscriptions ...

Sembrouthes … single inscription in Ancient Greek … c.250 … 4th century …

DTWNS … c. 260 … mentioned … in an inscription in Yemen ….

Endubis …  c. 295 to c. 310 … the oldest Aksumite coins … 227–235 CE … 

Aphilas … early 4th century … known only from the coins he minted …

Wazeba … early 4th century … primarily known from the coins …

Ousanas … fl. 320 … Coins ... found in ... India.

Ezana … 320s – c. 360 AD … first monarch … to embrace Christianity … coins minted 
bearing his name were found in … India … Ezana is unknown in the King Lists …

MHDYS … c. 360 …  primarily known through the coins …

Ouazebas … late 4th century … primarily known through the coins that were minted …  
Ouazebas' coins were found beneath the remains of the largest stela in the city of Axum.

Eon … c. 400 AD … known through the coins … written in Greek as "Eon Bisi Anaaph" …

Ezana … 5th-century … primarily known from the coins …

Nezool … fl. 5th century … known from the coins … name also appears as Nezana.

Ousas … Ousanas III … c. 500 .. primarily known from the coins …

Kaleb … Procopius [c. 500-after 565] calls him "Hellestheaeus" … 
Variants of his name are Hellesthaeus, Ellestheaeus, Eleshaah, Ellesboas, and Elesboam. 

Alla Amidas … c. 540 … primarily known from the coins … 

Wazena … mid-6th century … primarily known through the Aksumite currency. 

W ZBʽ  … uses the name "Ella Gabaz" on his coinage … but … W ZB in an inscription ʽ
where he states he is the "son of Ella Atsbeha", or king Kaleb.

Ioel … mid 6th century … primarily known through the coins …

Hataz … c. 575 … primarily known through the coins … some of which call him "Iathlia".

Saifu … c. 577 … [no coins] chance mention in a Chinese biography … written … 1724

Israel … c. 590 … primarily known through the coins … 

Gersem … c. 600 … primarily known through the Aksumite currency …  

Armah or Ashama [or] Najashi … 614–631 CE … primarily known through the coins …

Wikipedia - Zenith of the Kingdom of Axum - List of Kings of Axum
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/List_of_kings_of_Axum

Wildwinds - Greek Coins - Axum 
https://www.wildwinds.com/coins/greece/axum/i.html

And the allocated artefacts probably include commercial forgeries and narrative fabrications. 

The Aksumite coinage is now very rare, but even so several of the larger collections which
have been assembled, both public and private, contain a considerable number of forgeries.

Most are probably the result of the tourist trade in “antiquities" in Ethiopia, but some may be
forgeries contemporary with the genuine issues. 

Some among the forgeries have entered the corpus of Aksumite coinage types as we know it,
as authentic issues, and for the sake of both the private collector and the museum curator, 
such pieces should be identified. 

Conversely, in at least one case, a type which first became known through forged casts has 
now been authenticated by the appearance of struck originals.

Forgeries of the Aksumite Series - Stuart Munro-Hay
American Journal of Numismatics - Volumes 3-4 - 1992

Text:    https://archive.org/details/AJNSecond1992Vols03to04/page/n59/mode/1up  
Plates: https://archive.org/details/AJNSecond1992Vols03to04/page/n287/mode/1up

The study of Aksumite coins is bedevilled by the fact that hardly any two coins are from 
the same set of dies. This may be because comparatively few coins have survived.

The Gold Coinage of Aksum - Further Analyses of Specific Gravity
Brian Atkins and Bent Juel-Jensen - The Numismatic Chronicle - Vol 148 - 1988

https://www.jstor.org/stable/i40099983

Finally, the Axum Later Kings chronologies appear as very bald and conflicted lists in Wikipedia.

Wikipedia - Later Kings - List of Kings of Axum
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/List_of_kings_of_Axum

As always:

Review the evidence and decide for yourself where the creative writing begins and where it ends.

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/List_of_kings_of_Axum
https://www.jstor.org/stable/i40099983
https://archive.org/details/AJNSecond1992Vols03to04/page/n287/mode/1up
https://archive.org/details/AJNSecond1992Vols03to04/page/n59/mode/1up
https://www.wildwinds.com/coins/greece/axum/i.html
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/List_of_kings_of_Axum
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Periplus_of_the_Erythraean_Sea

