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In many ways visiting Geneva is like visiting an American theme park because it projects a surreal 
picture of peace, prosperity, and pleasantries that's amplified by the absence of appalling peasants.

Geneva is the second-most populous city in Switzerland (after Zürich) and the most 
populous city of Romandy, the French-speaking part of Switzerland.
…
Geneva is a global city, a financial centre, and a worldwide centre for diplomacy due to the
presence of numerous international organizations, including the headquarters of many 
agencies of the United Nations and the Red Cross.
…
In 2021, Geneva was ranked as the world's ninth most important financial centre for 
competitiveness by the Global Financial Centres Index, fifth in Europe behind London, 
Zürich, Frankfurt and Luxembourg.

In 2019, Geneva was ranked among the ten most liveable cities in the world by Mercer 
together with Zürich and Basel. The city has been referred to as the world's most compact 
metropolis and the "Peace Capital".

In 2019, Mercer ranked Geneva as the thirteenth most expensive city in the world.

In a UBS ranking of global cities in 2018, Geneva was ranked first for gross earnings, 
second most expensive, and fourth in purchasing power.

Wikipedia - Geneva
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Geneva

But too much Swiss surrealism makes you feel like you've scoffed down too much Swiss chocolate.

Milk had sometimes been used as an addition to chocolate beverages since the mid-17th 
century, but in 1875 Swiss chocolatier Daniel Peter invented milk chocolate by mixing a 
powdered milk developed by Henri Nestlé with the liquor. In 1879, the texture and taste of 
chocolate was further improved when Rudolphe Lindt invented the conching machine.

Wikipedia - Chocolate
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Chocolate

Swiss surrealism includes the concept of Swiss Neutrality. 

Swiss neutrality is one of the main principles of Switzerland's foreign policy which dictates
that Switzerland is not to be involved in armed or political conflicts between other states.

This policy is self-imposed and designed to ensure external security and promote peace.

Switzerland has the oldest policy of military neutrality in the world; it has not participated 
in a foreign war since its neutrality was established by the Treaty of Paris in 1815.

Although the European powers (Austria, France, the United Kingdom, Portugal, Prussia, 
Russia, Spain and Sweden) agreed at the Congress of Vienna in May 1815 that Switzerland 
should be neutral, final ratification was delayed until after Napoleon Bonaparte was defeated
so that some coalition forces could invade France via Swiss territory.

The country has a history of armed neutrality going back to the Reformation; it has not been 
in a state of war internationally since 1815 and did not join the United Nations until 2002.

Wikipedia - Swiss Neutrality
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Swiss_neutrality

Swiss Neutrality reflects the surreal definition of a neutral country that's [somehow or other] 
managed to experience “considerable changes” over the centuries.

A neutral country is a state that is neutral towards belligerents in a specific war or holds 
itself as permanently neutral in all future conflicts (including avoiding entering into military 
alliances such as NATO or CSTO). As a type of non-combatant status, nationals of neutral 
countries enjoy protection under the law of war from belligerent actions to a greater extent 
than other non-combatants such as enemy civilians and prisoners of war. Different countries 
interpret their neutrality differently: some, such as Costa Rica, have demilitarized, while 
Switzerland holds to "armed neutrality", to deter aggression with a sizeable military, 
while barring itself from foreign deployment. … There have been considerable changes to 
the interpretation of neutral conduct over the past centuries.

Wikipedia - Neutral Country
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Neutral_country

Switzerland … pursues an active foreign policy and is frequently involved in 
peace-building processes around the world.

According to Swiss president Ignazio Cassis in 2022 during a World Economic Forum 
speech, the laws of neutrality for Switzerland are based on the Hague agreement principles 
which include “no participation in wars; international cooperation but no membership in any
military alliance; no provision of troops or weapons to warring parties and no granting of 
transition rights.”

Wikipedia - Swiss Neutrality
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Swiss_neutrality

Swiss surrealism also extends to arguing Switzerland is now betraying it's hard-fought neutrality.

Former Investment Banker and author Pascal Najadi joins me for a frank discussion of how 
the current President of Switzerland is betraying their hard-fought neutrality and what 
that means for peace going forward in Ukraine and beyond.

Pascal’s argument, and it’s a powerful one, is that without a truly neutral Switzerland there is
no one credible left to broker peace between the US and Russia.

Wikipedia - Pascal Najadi and the Growing Credibility Gap
Tom Luongo - 10 September 2022
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I seriously doubt Swiss Neutrality has ever existed.

The Pontifical Swiss Guard is a minor armed force and honour guard unit maintained by 
the Holy See that protects the pope and the Apostolic Palace within the territory of the 
Vatican City. Established in 1506 under Pope Julius II, the Pontifical Swiss Guard is among 
the oldest military units in continuous operation. …  Recruits to the guards must be 
unmarried Swiss Catholic males between 18 and 30 years of age who have completed 
basic training with the Swiss Armed Forces.

Wikipedia - Swiss Guard
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Swiss_Guard

And in the modern era Swiss Neutrality is an oxymoron because Switzerland hosts the headquarters
of numerous global organisations that deliberately meddle in the affairs of other nations.

The Bank for International Settlements (BIS) is an international financial institution 
owned by central banks that "fosters international monetary and financial cooperation and 
serves as a bank for central banks". The BIS carries out its work through its meetings, 
programmes and through the Basel Process – hosting international groups pursuing global 
financial stability and facilitating their interaction. … It is based in Basel, Switzerland, 
with representative offices in Hong Kong and Mexico City.

Wikipedia - Bank for International Settlements
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Bank_for_International_Settlements

GAVI, officially Gavi, the Vaccine Alliance (previously the GAVI Alliance, and before that 
the Global Alliance for Vaccines and Immunization) is a public–private global health 
partnership with the goal of increasing access to immunization in poor countries. In 2016, 
Gavi channeled more than half of total donor assistance for health, and most donor 
assistance for immunization, by monetary measure.

Gavi supports the immunization of almost half the world's children. Gavi has helped 
immunize over 760 million children, preventing over 13 million deaths worldwide, 
helping increase diphtheria vaccine coverage in supported countries from 59% in 2000 to 
81% in 2019, contributing to reducing child mortality by half.
...
Gavi facilitates vaccinations in developing countries by working with donor governments, 
the World Health Organization, UNICEF, the World Bank, the vaccine industry in both 
industrialised and developing countries, research and technical agencies, civil society, the 
Bill & Melinda Gates Foundation and other private philanthropists. Gavi has observer status 
at the World Health Assembly.[citation needed] GAVI has been criticized for giving private 
donors more unilateral power to decide on global health goals, prioritizing new, expensive 
vaccines while putting less money and effort into expanding coverage of old, cheap ones, 
harming local healthcare systems, spending too much on subsidies to large, profitable 
pharmaceutical companies without reducing the prices of some vaccines, and its conflicts of 
interest in having vaccine manufacturers on its governance board.
…
Location Geneva, Switzerland

Wikipedia - GAVI
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/GAVI

The World Economic Forum (WEF) is an international non-governmental and lobbying 
organisation based in Cologny, canton of Geneva, Switzerland. It was founded on 24 
January 1971 by German engineer and economist Klaus Schwab. The foundation, which is 
mostly funded by its 1,000 member companies – typically global enterprises with more 
than five billion US dollars in turnover – as well as public subsidies, views its own mission 
as "improving the state of the world by engaging business, political, academic, and other 
leaders of society to shape global, regional, and industry agendas".
…
The Forum suggests that a globalised world is best managed by a self-selected coalition 
of multinational corporations, governments and civil society organizations (CSOs), 
which it expresses through initiatives like the "Great Reset" and the "Global Redesign". It 
sees periods of global instability – such as the financial crisis of 2007–2008 and the COVID-
19 pandemic – as windows of opportunity to intensify its programmatic efforts.

Wikipedia - World Economic Forum
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/World_Economic_Forum

The World Health Organization (WHO) is a specialized agency of the United Nations 
responsible for international public health. The WHO Constitution states its main objective 
as "the attainment by all peoples of the highest possible level of health". Headquartered in 
Geneva, Switzerland, it has six regional offices and 150 field offices worldwide.

The WHO was established on 7 April 1948. The first meeting of the World Health Assembly 
(WHA), the agency's governing body, took place on 24 July of that year. The WHO 
incorporated the assets, personnel, and duties of the League of Nations' Health Organization 
and the Office International d'Hygiène Publique, including the International Classification of
Diseases (ICD). Its work began in earnest in 1951 after a significant infusion of financial 
and technical resources.

Wikipedia - World Economic Forum
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/World_Economic_Forum

Arguably, history will remember Swiss Neutrality as [amongst many other unflattering things]:

a Safe Haven for mad Malthusian megalomaniacs.

But, as always:

Review the evidence and draw your own conclusions.

Footnote

Wikipedia's list of organizations based in Geneva, Switzerland.

International Organizations and Secretariats
    Court of Conciliation and Arbitration of the
    Organization for Security and Co-operation in Europe OSCE
    European Broadcasting Union EBU
    European Organization for Nuclear Research CERN
    Gavi, the Vaccine Alliance GAVI
    Geneva International Centre for Humanitarian Demining GICHD
    Geneva Centre for the Democratic Control of Armed Forces DCAF
    Global Fund to Fight AIDS, Tuberculosis and Malaria GFATM
    Geneva Centre for Security Policy GCSP
    International Bureau of Education IBE
    International Committee of the Red Cross ICRC
    International Electrotechnical Commission IEC
    International Federation of Red Cross and Red Crescent Societies IFRC
    International Labour Organization ILO
    International Organization for Migration IOM
    International Organization for Standardization ISO
    International Telecommunication Union ITU
    International Union for Conservation of Nature IUCN
    International Union for the Protection of New Varieties of Plants UPOV
    UNITAID UNITAID
    United Nations Conference on Trade and Development  UNCTAD
    United Nations Economic Commission for Europe UNECE
    United Nations Institute for Training and Research UNITAR
    United Nations Office at Geneva UNOG
    World Health Organization WHO
    World Intellectual Property Organization WIPO
    World Meteorological Organization WMO
    World Trade Organization WTO

UN programs and funds:
    Joint United Nations Programme on HIV and AIDS UNAIDS
    United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees UNHCR
    Office of the United Nations High Commissioner for Human Rights OHCHR
    United Nations Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs OCHA

Other organizations and NGOs:
    Aga Khan Foundation AKF
    Airports Council International ACI
    Cooperative for Assistance and Relief Everywhere CARE
    Elizabeth Glaser Pediatric AIDS Foundation EGPAF
    Euro-Mediterranean Human Rights Monitor       Euro-Med Monitor
    Foundation for Innovative New Diagnostics FIND
    Geneva Call
    ICVolunteers ICV
    International AIDS Society
    International Baccalaureate IB
    International Campaign to Abolish Nuclear Weapons ICAN
    International Commission of Jurists ICJ
    International Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual, Trans and Intersex Association      ILGA World
    International Road Transport Union IRU
    International Union Against Cancer UICC
    Internet Governance Forum IGF
    Inter-Parliamentary Union IPU
    Lutheran World Federation LWF
    Mandat International MI
    Médecins Sans Frontières MSF
    Programme for the Endorsement of Forest Certification PEFC
    Quaker United Nations Office QUNO
    UN Watch        UN Watch
    World Council of Churches WCC
    World Business Council for Sustainable Development WBCSD
    World Economic Forum WEF
    World Federation of United Nations Associations WFUNA
    World Heart Federation WHF
    World Jewish Congress WJC
    World Organization of the Scout Movement WOSM
    World Student Christian Federation WSCF
    World Trade Organization WTO
    YMCA, the World Alliance of YMCAs YMCA
    Youth With A Mission YWAM
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