
8th September 2022

There's a large rhetorical spectrum covering the relationship between the rulers and the ruled.

The optimistic end of the rhetorical spectrum includes Abraham Lincoln's government of the 
people, by the people, for the people.

The Gettysburg Address is a speech that U.S. President Abraham Lincoln delivered 
during the American Civil War at the dedication of the Soldiers' National Cemetery in 
Gettysburg, Pennsylvania, on the afternoon of November 19, 1863, four and a half months 
after the Union armies defeated those of the Confederacy at the Battle of Gettysburg.

…

Four score and seven years ago our fathers brought forth on this continent, a new nation,
conceived in Liberty, and dedicated to the proposition that all men are created equal.

Now we are engaged in a great civil war, testing whether that nation, or any nation so
conceived and so dedicated, can long endure. We are met on a great battle-field of that war.

We have come to dedicate a portion of that field, as a final resting place for those who here
gave their lives that that nation might live.

It is altogether fitting and proper that we should do this.

But, in a larger sense, we can not dedicate
—we can not consecrate—we can not hallow—

this ground.

The brave men, living and dead, who struggled here, have consecrated it,
far above our poor power to add or detract.

The world will little note, nor long remember what we say here,
but it can never forget what they did here.

It is for us the living, rather, to be dedicated here to the unfinished work
which they who fought here have thus far so nobly advanced.

It is rather for us to be here dedicated to the great task remaining before us
—that from these honored dead we take increased devotion to that

cause for which they gave the last full measure of devotion—
that we here highly resolve that these dead shall not have died in vain

—that this nation, under God, shall have a new birth of freedom—
and that

government of the people, by the people, for the people,
shall not perish from the earth.

Wikipedia - Gettysburg Address
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Gettysburg_Address

The pessimistic end of the rhetorical spectrum includes George Carlin's the government simply 
doesn't give a fuck about you.

George Carlin - It's Bad for Ya! - 2008 TV Special
https://youtu.be/plDupPHgBKo?t=171

In 1942, there were 110,000 Japanese-American citizens in good standing,
law-abiding people, who were thrown into internment camps
simply because their parents were born in the wrong country.

That's all they did wrong.

They had no right to a lawyer, no right to a fair trial,
no right to a jury of their peers,

no right to due process of any kind.

 The only right they had?
Right this way, into the internment camps.

 Just when these American citizens needed their rights the most,
their government took them away,

and rights aren't rights if someone can take them away.
They're privileges.

That's all we've ever had in this country is a bill of temporary privileges.

And if you read the news even badly, you know that every year, 
the list gets shorter and shorter and shorter.

You see how silly that is?

Yeah. Sooner or later, the people in this country are going to realize
the government does not give a fuck about them.

The government doesn't care about you or your children
or your rights or your welfare or your safety.

It simply doesn't give a fuck about you.

It's interested in its own power.
That's the only thing keeping it and expanding it wherever possible.

George Carlin... It's Bad for Ya! (2008 TV Special) 
https://www.imdb.com/title/tt0963207/characters/nm0137506

Body language is a useful aid when it comes to positioning yourself on this rhetorical spectrum.

3:13 Again you see the tight lipness.
She's not friendly and she's very combative.
...
This is all over raw milk.
It's about you and I being free to figure out if we want to drink raw milk or not.

The Amish vs Feds
Body Language Ghost aka Bombards Body Language - 4 Sept 2022

https://youtu.be/9dUwKqCEIcw

Body language is a type of communication in which physical behaviors, as opposed to 
words, are used to express or convey the information. Such behavior includes facial 
expressions, body posture, gestures, eye movement, touch and the use of space. Body 
language exists in both animals and humans; this article focuses on interpretations of human 
body language, which is also known as kinesics.[citation needed] Although body language is
an important part of communication, most of it happens without conscious awareness. 

Wikipedia - Body Language
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Body_language

Non-verbal body language is especially useful when it transcends the verbal language barrier.

0:30 When he starts this out he's already turtled himself. His shoulders are inward.
His body's curved downward, spines and curving, and he's curving in so much he has
to look at her from the top of his eyes and as he gets to the last part of the sentence
that he's doing, and you can clearly see on your screen via the wonderful translation 
he gets even smaller, curls in even more.

So as he goes through this next part he takes in that deep breath and comes down 
more, high stress believe me look, turtling, not much movement.

And as he speaks on this part his back's curved in, his hands are intertwined, he's 
tucking his legs now underneath himself and the body language from the interviewer 
kind of leans back on this like: Okay, that flies in the face of logic …

German Minister of Economics, Waves of Insolvency and Bankruptcy Risks
Body Language Ghost aka Bombards Body Language - 7 Sept 2022

https://youtu.be/p0RJVQOkicc

Sometimes, non-verbal body language is especially expressive and extraordinarily enlightening.

0:56 So she takes her hand … like she's gripping a basketball basically … it's a large base 
that apparently is going against her and so she pushes that large base away from her.

Whatever they think pushed away, strong, then looks away from them.

So a large base apparently opposing her because of how big her hand becomes and 
then the defiance of:

I don't even want to look in that direction
because I've pushed them away from me.

German Foreign Minister - Annalena Baerbock
Body Language Ghost aka Bombards Body Language - 2 Sept 2022

https://youtu.be/PfT4F4lFj2I

Bombards Body Language
https://bombardsbodylanguage.com

https://t.me/s/bombardsbodylanguage

But, as always:

Review the evidence and draw your own conclusions.

Footnote

The exact wording of Lincoln's Gettysburg Address is disputed.

Despite the prominent place of the speech in the history and popular culture of the United 
States, its exact wording is disputed.

The five known manuscripts of the Gettysburg Address in Lincoln's hand differ in a 
number of details, and also differ from contemporary newspaper reprints of the speech.

Wikipedia - Gettysburg Address
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Gettysburg_Address

Given the dubious photographic evidence

Wikimedia - Lincoln's Gettysburg Address - 1 photographic print - 1900
https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Lincoln

%27s_Gettysburg_Address,_Gettysburg_LCCN2012648250.tif

Photo is a reprint of a small detail of a photo showing the crowd gathered for the dedication 
of the Soldiers' National Cemetery in Gettysburg, Penn., where President Abraham Lincoln 
gave his now famous speech, the Gettysburg Address.

Lincoln is visible facing the crowd, not wearing a hat, about an inch below the third flag 
from the left.

Josephine Cobb first found Lincoln's face while working with a glass plate negative at the 
National Archives in 1952

Lincoln's Gettysburg Address - Library of Congress 
https://www.loc.gov/pictures/item/2012648250/

One of the two confirmed photos of Lincoln (center, facing camera) at Gettysburg, taken 
about noon, just after he arrived and some three hours before his speech. To his right is his 
bodyguard, Ward Hill Lamon.

Wikipedia - Gettysburg Address
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Gettysburg_Address

and the deluge of disputed details,

The ceremonies were attended by members of the President’s Cabinet, by notable military 
and political leaders, and by hundreds of other prominent persons, yet the conflicting 
testimony of those who were present on that historic afternoon is, in effect, an astonishing 
commentary on the reliability of witnesses.

The first group of legends sprang up with regard to the composition of the Gettysburg 
Address. The varying information on that subject is as follows:

(1) it was carefully written in ink at Washington on ‘Executive Mansion’ letter paper;
(2) it was hastily jotted down in pencil on the train en route to Gettysburg and was
      written on (a) a sheet of rough foolscap; 

(b) the back of an envelope;
(c) rough wrapping paper picked up from the floor of the car; 
(d) a piece of pasteboard held on the knee;

(3) it was carefully planned and written at Gettysburg in the home of David Wills on
      the evening of November 18 on

(a) wide-lined foolscap paper; 
(b) a sort of bluish paper; 
(c) a long yellow envelope; 

(4) it was hastily composed on a scrap of paper held on the knee during the exercises
      while Edward Everett was delivering his oration; 
(5) it was not written at all, but was spoken extemporaneously without notes of any
      sort.

The second group of legends concerns Lincoln’s use of a manuscript while he was 
delivering the Address. Here we may learn that he held: 

(1) a card; 
(2) a slip of paper; 
(3) several slips of paper; 
(4) a sheet of paper; 
(5) several sheets; 
(6) no manuscript. By way of variety, 
(7) he held the manuscript close to his face throughout delivery; 
(8) he referred to the manuscript only occasionally; 
(9) he drew the manuscript from his pocket, looked at it briefly, and then put it back.

The third group of legends refers to Lincoln’s voice. It was:
(1) clear, ringing, resonant, vibrating; 
(2) loud; 
(3) high tenor; 
(4) thin and high, but carried well; 
(5) high clarion tones; 
(6) deep, powerful; 
(7) far-reaching; 
(8) forceful, articulate, could be heard by all; 
(9) could not be heard, he spoke so low.

The fourth group is associated with the audience’s reception of the Address.
The testimony of those who were present is to the effect that it was received:

(1) with indifference on the part of the tired and inattentive spectators; 
(2) in silence, with no applause during or after the delivery; 
(3) with applause in the middle and at the end; 
(4) with tears, sobs, and cheers; 
(5) with wild and lengthened excitement;
(6) with remarkable enthusiasm; 
(7) with loud outbursts of applause; 
(8) with roars of applause; 
(9) with hurricanes of applause.

The fifth group concerns the popular opinion of the Gettysburg Address immediately after 
its delivery. The evidence shows: 

(1) that it was soon proclaimed as a masterpiece of oratory; 
(2) that it was regarded as a flat failure by Lincoln as well as others; 
(3) that no Americans appreciated its worth until it was praised by various
     British authorities several years later; 
(4) that recognition was slow and did not become general until a much later period.

The sixth group is associated with the phrase “of the people, by the people, for the 
people,” which, in spite of all that has been printed to the contrary, is still widely 
regarded as Lincoln’s own creation and is as definitely identified with him as “all men are 
created equal” is with Jefferson. 

Ordinarily, we would assume that the more we read about a historical event, the more we 
know. 

In the case of Lincoln’s Gettysburg’ Address, apparently the more we read the less we know.

If we were interested, for example, in so trivial a matter as the weather in Gettysburg on 
November 19, 1863, we could learn, if we read enough, that: 

(1) it was a bright, clear day, with the sun shining in glorious splendor; 
(2) it was a sombre, autumn day, enveloped in gloom;
      Nature seemed to veil her face in sorrow;
(3) in the shadow of the overhanging clouds,
      the darkness became absolutely funereal;
(4) it rained.

Of the People, by the People, for the People - John L Haney
Proceedings of the American Philosophical Society

Vol. 88, No. 5  - 7 Nov 1944 - pp. 359-367
https://archive.org/details/sim_proceedings-of-the-american-philosophical-society_1944-06-

16_88_1/page/359/mode/1up

it's very possible the official 271 words of the Gettysburg Address were never actually spoken by 
Abraham Lincoln on the afternoon of 19 November 1863.
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