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There's little doubt the Axum narrative has secured a slot in the Annals of Academic Absurdities.
 

Working forwards [from ancient times] the first [and only genuine] ancient Axum reference
appears in the [Koine Greek] Periplus of the Erythraean Sea that's dated to about 60 AD.

Malaga Bay - Aksum Disk and Crescent
https://malagabay.wordpress.com/2022/09/25/aksum-disk-and-crescent/

According to Edward Gibbon the Axumites were Arabs with olive complexions.

Malaga Bay - Aksum Disk and Crescent
https://malagabay.wordpress.com/2022/09/25/aksum-disk-and-crescent/

After the decline of the Aksumites … 14th century … "Golden Age" of Ge ezʽ  literature - 
although by this time Ge ez was no longer a living languageʽ ; …

Wikipedia - Ge ezʽ
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ge%27ez

The sudden appearance and disappearance of Aksumite coins in the Indian Ocean region
in the late third century remains an enigmatic clue to … the use and production of Indian 
imitations of Aksumite coins as part of a cultural tradition of imitation, which 
incorporated Byzantine, Roman and Kushan material …

Imitation in Aksumite Coinage and Indian Imitations of Aksumite Coins
Rebecca Day - University of Birmingham - 2011

www.rosetta.bham.ac.uk/colloquium2011/day_coins.pdf

Allocated    artefacts include commercial forgeries and narrative fabrications while the 
unallocated artefacts include genuine artefacts deemed imitations.

Malaga Bay - Aksum Disk and Crescent
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It'll probably receive star billing in the Annals of Academic Absurdities because the Land of Punt 
was evicted from it's place in History so they could insert their novel Axum narrative.

The Land of Punt was an ancient kingdom.

A trading partner of Ancient Egypt, it was known for producing and exporting gold, 
aromatic resins, blackwood, ebony, ivory and wild animals. The region is known from 
ancient Egyptian records of trade expeditions to it. It is possible that it corresponds to 
Opone in Somalia, as later known by the ancient Greeks, while some biblical scholars have 
identified it with the biblical land of Put or Havilah.
…
The exact location of Punt is debated by historians.
…
The majority opinion places Punt in Northeastern Africa, based on the fact that the 
products of Punt (as depicted in the Hatshepsut illustrations) were abundantly found in the 
Horn of Africa but were less common or sometimes absent in Arabia. These products 
included gold and aromatic resins such as myrrh, frankincense, and ebony; the wild animals 
depicted in Punt included giraffes, baboons, hippopotami, and leopards. Richard Pankhurst 
states: "[Punt] has been identified with territory on both the Arabian and the Horn of Africa 
coasts. Consideration of the articles that the Egyptians obtained from Punt, notably gold and 
ivory, suggests, however, that these were primarily of African origin. ... This leads us to 
suppose that the term Punt probably applied more to African than Arabian territory."

Wikipedia - Land of Punt
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Land_of_Punt

The evidence clearly suggests the two largest clusters of haplogroup J-M267 were once 
unified in a single geographic location centred upon the Afar Triple Junction.

Malaga Bay - The Arabian Horizon - The Lost Lands: Punt
https://malagabay.wordpress.com/2016/10/21/the-arabian-horizon-the-lost-lands-punt/

Hatshepsut (c. 1507–1458 BC) was the fifth pharaoh of the Eighteenth Dynasty of Egypt. 
… She oversaw the preparations and funding for a mission to the Land of Punt. … 
Hatshepsut had the expedition commemorated in relief at Deir el-Bahari, which is also 
famous for its realistic depiction of the Queen of the Land of Punt, Queen Ati.

Wikipedia - Hatshepsut
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Hatshepsut

Furthermore:

The Axum narrative is virtually guaranteed a starring role because of the mainstream's unwavering
rejection of the evidence that Ancient Geographers documented the Red Sea opening.

Malaga Bay - Afar Triple Junction Animation
https://malagabay.files.wordpress.com/2016/10/the-afar-triple-junction.gif

The Afar Triple Junction is located along a divergent plate boundary dividing the Nubian, 
Somali, and Arabian plates. This area is considered a present-day example of continental 
rifting leading to seafloor spreading and producing an oceanic basin. Here, the Red Sea 
Rift meets the Aden Ridge and the East African Rift. The latter extends a total of 6,500 
kilometers (4,000 mi) from the Afar Triangle to Mozambique.

The connecting three arms form a triple junction.

Wikipedia - Afar Triple Junction
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Afar_Triple_Junction

The Red Sea and Gulf of Aden Basins
William Bosworth, Philippe Huchon, and Ken McClay

Journal of African Earth Sciences - Volume 43 - Issues 1–3 - October 2005
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/abs/pii/S1464343X0500124X

Wikipedia - Red Sea
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Red_Sea
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More specifically:

Herodotus describes the Arabian Bay [aka Arabian Gulf aka Red Sea] having a length of “forty 
days for a vessel with oars” [1,400 miles] and being at most “half a day's passage” wide [18 miles].

There is also in the Arabian territory, not far from Egypt, branching from the Red Sea, a bay
of the sea, of the length and width I shall here describe. The length of the voyage, beginning
from the innermost part of this bay, to the broad sea, occupies forty days for a vessel with 
oars ; and the width, where the bay is widest, half a day's passage ; and in it an ebb and 
flow takes place daily ; and I am of opinion that Egypt was formerly a similar bay — this 
stretching from the Northern Sea toward Ethiopia ; and the Arabian Bay, which I am 
describing, from the south toward Syria — and that they almost perforated their recesses so 
as to meet each other, overlapping to some small extent.

Herodotus II-11 - Henry Cary - 1876
https://archive.org/details/herodotusnewlite00hero/page/97/mode/1up

Herodotus (c. 484 – c. 425 BC    ) was an ancient Greek historian and geographer from the 
Greek city of Halicarnassus, part of the Persian Empire (now Bodrum, Turkey).
…
Herodotus' eyewitness accounts indicate that he traveled in Egypt in association with 
Athenians, probably sometime after 454 BC or possibly earlier, after an Athenian fleet had 
assisted the uprising against Persian rule in 460–454 BC. He probably traveled to Tyre next 
and then down the Euphrates to Babylon

Wikipedia - Herodotus
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Herodotus

Unsurprisingly, academics encounter errors, absurdities, and exaggerations when they attempt to 
reconcile Old World texts with New World maps.

Herodotus repeatedly alludes to the Erythraean Sea, as situated to the south of Asia and 
extending from the entrance of the Arabian Gulf (or what we now term the Red Sea) as 
far as the month of the Indus.
…
The name of Erythraean, or Red Sea, is applied by him to the whole of this sea from India to
the Straits of Bab-el-Mandeb, the long, narrow gulf, to which the name of the Red Sea is 
now exclusively appropriated, being uniformly termed by him the Arabian Gulf, and 
distinctly described as an inlet extending into the land of the Arabians from the Erythraean 
Sea. He describes it as in length a voyage of forty days from the inmost recess (where 
Suez now stands) to the open sea, for a vessel using oars only, while it was so narrow that it 
could be crossed in its widest part in half a day.

This is an obvious exaggeration, and is only applicable to the narrow arm of the sea which 
runs up to Suez, but such a transference to the whole, of what is really true of a part only, is 
one of the commonest errors in all popular descriptions, whether geographical, or of 
other kinds. 

Unfortunately we have no clue to the actual distance, which Herodotus meant to designate 
by a day’s voyage of a rowing-vessel; the real length of the Red Sea (from Suez to the island
of Perim) is about 1400 English, or rather more than 1200 geographical miles. 

If suppose this divided into forty days’ voyages, it would give somewhat more than 30 
geographical miles per day, a distance not unlikely to be a fair average under the 
circumstances.

A History of Ancient Geography - Volume 1 - Edward Herbert Bunbury - 1895
https://archive.org/details/in.ernet.dli.2015.185899/page/n261/mode/1up

The absurdity of the situation is vividly illustrated by the inability of academia to recognise that the 
Red Sea opening and Erythraean Sea closure are documented in Ptolemy’s Geographia gazetteer.

The digitised gazetteer confirms the Greek heritage of the Geographia because it includes 
the ancient Western Red Sea coastline mapped by Eratosthenes [276-194 BC].

Malaga Bay - The Arabian Horizon – The Ptolemy Inheritance
https://malagabay.wordpress.com/2016/10/17/the-arabian-horizon-the-ptolemy-inheritance/

Herodotus repeatedly alludes to the Erythraean Sea … it is a curious proof of the imperfect 
state of his knowledge, that he would seem to have been ignorant of the existence of the 
Persian Gulf, as a deep inlet running far inland on the east of Arabia, as the Arabian Gulf 
did on the west.  No indication at least of this remarkable feature in the geography of 
Western Asia is to be found in any part of his work , and he speaks of the Euphrates and 
Tigris as falling into the Erythraean Sea, without distinguishing the Persian Gulf from 
the open ocean.

A History of Ancient Geography - Volume 1 - Edward Herbert Bunbury - 1895
https://archive.org/details/in.ernet.dli.2015.185899/page/n261/mode/1up

In one of his digressions Herodous has communicated … the ocean extended continuously
from the coast of India to that of Spain ... 

History of Ancient Geography - J D Akhtar - 1897
https://archive.org/details/in.ernet.dli.2015.43274/page/n102/mode/1up

Extending the established adjustments back into Ancient Times suggests:

• The travels of Herodotus occurred around [454 BC + 904 =] 450 CE.

Malaga Bay - Sardis 12: Roman Reversal
https://malagabay.wordpress.com/2021/10/25/sardis-12-roman-reversal/

• The Axum stelae may have been erected in the two centuries before [518 + 394 =] 912 CE.

James Fergusson stated the obelisks of Axum are a curious mix of Indian and Egyptian art.

Malaga Bay - Aksum Disk and Crescent
https://malagabay.wordpress.com/2022/09/25/aksum-disk-and-crescent/

While Asoka is considered the Mahabodhi temple's founder, the current pyramidal 
structure dates from the Gupta Empire, in the 5th–6th century CE.

Wikipedia - Mahabodhi Temple
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Mahabodhi_Temple#Temple_construction

• The Periplus of the Erythraean Sea appeared around [60 AD + 1180 =] 1240 CE. 

Working forwards [from ancient times] the first [and only genuine] ancient reference to 
Axum appears in the Periplus of the Erythraean Sea that's dated to about 60 AD.

Malaga Bay - Edwin Johnson goes to Aksum
https://malagabay.wordpress.com/2022/09/19/edwin-johnson-goes-to-aksum/

• Ptolemy's Map was essentially drafted around [114 AD + 1180 =] 1294 CE.

… the Geographia … is a gazetteer, an atlas, and a treatise on cartography … by Claudius 
Ptolemy … the work was a revision of a now-lost atlas by Marinus of Tyre …

Wikipedia - Geography (Ptolemy)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Geography_(Ptolemy)

Marinus of Tyre (c. AD 70–130) was a Greek geographer, cartographer and mathematician  
… Marinus' geographical work, which is often dated to AD 114, although this is uncertain.
Marinus estimated … a circumference of the Earth … about 17% less than the actual value.

Wikipedia - Marinus of Tyre
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Marinos_of_Tyre

As always:

Review the evidence and draw your own conclusions.

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Marinos_of_Tyre
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Geography_(Ptolemy)
https://malagabay.wordpress.com/2022/09/19/edwin-johnson-goes-to-aksum/
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Mahabodhi_Temple#Temple_construction
https://malagabay.wordpress.com/2022/09/25/aksum-disk-and-crescent/
https://malagabay.wordpress.com/2021/10/25/sardis-12-roman-reversal/
https://archive.org/details/in.ernet.dli.2015.43274/page/n102/mode/1up
https://archive.org/details/in.ernet.dli.2015.185899/page/n261/mode/1up
https://malagabay.wordpress.com/2016/10/17/the-arabian-horizon-the-ptolemy-inheritance/
https://archive.org/details/in.ernet.dli.2015.185899/page/n261/mode/1up
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Herodotus
https://archive.org/details/herodotusnewlite00hero/page/97/mode/1up

