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The evidence indicates the Portuguese Crusade in Ethiopia desecrated numerous monuments.

The damage and defacement follows a well established pattern.
That well established pattern arrived in 1541 with the Portuguese Crusade in Ethiopia.

Malaga Bay - Aksum Disk and Crescent
https://malagabay.wordpress.com/2022/09/25/aksum-disk-and-crescent/

Wikipedia - List of Battles Involving the Ottoman Empire
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/List_of_battles_involving_the_Ottoman_Empire

More specifically:

The Portuguese Crusade in Ethiopia defaced depictions of the Sabaean disk and crescent.

It's likely the offending religious iconography in Axum was the disk and crescent motif.

Malaga Bay - Aksum Disk and Crescent
https://malagabay.wordpress.com/2022/09/25/aksum-disk-and-crescent/

Sabaeanism Alternative form of Sabianism
Sabianism the worship of the sun, moon and stars

Wiktionary - Sabaeanism
https://en.wiktionary.org/wiki/Sabaeanism

Wikipedia is none too keen on spelling out the specifics of Sabaeanism. It's explanation is limited 
to a list of certain things from pre-Islamic times that were included in the Islamic Sharia.

Religious practices

Muslim writer Muhammad Shukri al-Alusi compares their religious practices to Islam in his 
Bulugh al-'Arab fi Ahwal al-'Arab:

The Arabs during the pre-Islamic period used to practice certain things that were 
included in the Islamic Sharia.

They, for example, did not marry both a mother and her daughter.
They considered marrying two sisters simultaneously to be the most heinous crime. 
They also censured anyone who married his stepmother, and called him dhaizan. 

They made the major hajj and the minor umra pilgrimage to the Ka'ba, performed the
circumambulation around the Ka'ba tawaf, ran seven times between Mounts Safa and
Marwa sa'y, threw rocks and washed themselves after sexual intercourse.

They also gargled, sniffed water up into their noses, clipped their fingernails, 
removed all pubic hair and performed ritual circumcision.

Likewise, they cut off the right hand of a thief and stoned Adulterers.

According to heresiographies Shahrastain, Sabaeans accept both the sensible and intelligible 
world, but do not follow religious laws, but center their worship on spiritual entities.

Wikipedia - Sabaeans
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Sabaeans

Page 74
The late systematic Mazdaic thought was no doubt influenced by late Hellenism and 
Gnosticism, in the same way as the first Islamic thought was influenced by Hellenism, 
Sabaeanism, and Gnosticism during the second and third/eighth and ninth centuries.

Page 126     
The ancient civilized inhabitants of southern Arabia, the Sabaeans and Himyarites, have 
been left out of account, not only because the relevant materials at our disposal are scanty 
and fragmentary, but also because they are far removed from the Islamic times, with which
the present volume is primarily and directly concerned. 

Page 158
It is as a consequence of this attitude of tolerance that according to the Qur’an all those 
who believe in God and the Last Day and practise righteousness, whether they are Muslims,
Jews, Christians, or Sabaeans, shall get their reward from their Lord. The Qur’an gives an 
open invitation to the people of the Book to come together and work conjointly for the 
establishment of peace and social harmony based on the idea of the unity of God.

 A History of Muslim Philosophy - M M Sharif - 1963
https://archive.org/details/histmusphil-v1/histmusphil-v1/page/74/mode/1up

Any further information is blurred and buried in their South Arabian Paganism text. 

South Arabia
The main sources of religious information in pre-Islamic South Arabia are inscriptions, 
which number in the thousands, as well as the Quran, complemented by archaeological 
evidence.

The civilizations of South Arabia are considered to have the most developed pantheon in the 
Arabian peninsula. In South Arabia, the most common god was 'Athtar, who was 
considered remote. The patron deity (shym) was considered to be of much more immediate 
significance than 'Athtar. Thus, the kingdom of Saba' had Almaqah, the kingdom of Ma'in 
had Wadd, the kingdom of Qataban had 'Amm, and the kingdom of Hadhramaut had Sayin. 
Each people was termed the "children" of their respective patron deity. Patron deities played 
a vital role in sociopolitical terms, their cults serving as the focus of a person's cohesion and 
loyalty.

Evidence from surviving inscriptions suggests that each of the southern kingdoms had its 
own pantheon of three to five deities, the major deity always being a god. For example, the 
pantheon of Saba comprised Almaqah, the major deity, together with 'Athtar, Haubas, 
Dhat-Himyam, and Dhat-Badan. 

The main god in Ma'in and Himyar was 'Athtar, in Qataban it was Amm, and in Hadhramaut
it was Sayin. 'Amm was a lunar deity and was associated with the weather, especially 
lightning. One of the most frequent titles of the god Almaqah was "Lord of Awwam".
…
Each kingdom's central temple was the focus of worship for the main god and would be 
the destination for an annual pilgrimage, with regional temples dedicated to a local 
manifestation of the main god. Other beings worshipped included local deities or deities 
dedicated to specific functions as well as deified ancestors.

Wikipedia - Religion in pre-Islamic Arabia
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/South_Arabian_paganism

The 1911 Encyclopædia Britannica is far more forth coming.

Religion
In spite of the many ruins of temples and inscriptions, the religion of the Sabaeans is 
obscure. Most of the many names of gods are mere names that appear and vanish again 
in particular districts and temples.

Of the great national gods of the Sabaeans and Minaeans we know a little more. 

The worship of the heavenly bodies, for which there is Arabic evidence, had really a great 
place in Yemen.

Sun-worship seems to have been peculiar to the Sabaeans and Hamdanites; and, if the Sabis
of Sabota (Pliny) was in fact the sun deity Shams, this must be ascribed to Sabaean 
influence. The Sabaean Shams was a goddess, while the chief divinity of the Minaeans was 
the god ‛Athtar, a male figure, worshiped under several forms, of which the commonest are 
the Eastern ‛Athtar and ’‛Athtar Dhū Kab .ḍ

Wadd and Nikrah, the gods of love and hate, are possibly only other forms of the two 
‛Athtars. The Sabaeans also recognize ‛Athtar; but with them he is superseded by Almaqah,
who, according to Hamdānī, is the planet Venus, and therefore is identical with ‛Athtar. 

The moon-god Sīn appears on an inscription of Shabwat; but, according to Hamdānī, 
Haubas, “the drier,” was the Sabaean moon-god. On the Shabwat inscription ‛Athtar is the
father of Sīn, and it is noteworthy that these two deities also appear as nearly related in the 
Babylonian legend of ‛Ishtar's descent to Hades, where ‛Ishtar is conversely the daughter of 
the god Sīn. The mother of ‛Athtar on another inscription is probably the sun. We find also 
the common Semitic Il (El) and a Dhū Samai answering to the northern Ba‘al Shamayim. 

1911 Encyclopædia Britannica - Volume 23 - Sabaeans
https://en.wikisource.org/wiki/1911_Encyclop%C3%A6dia_Britannica/Sabaeans

Yarhibol or Iarhibol is an Aramean god who was worshiped mainly in ancient Palmyra, a 
city in central Syria. He was depicted with a solar nimbus and styled "lord of the spring".
He normally appears alongside Bel, who was a co-supreme god of Palmyra, and Aglibol, 
one of the other top Palmyrene gods.

Wikipedia - Yarhibol
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Yarhibol

Bêl is a title signifying "lord" or "master" applied to various gods in the Mesopotamian 
religion of Akkad, Assyria, and Babylonia. … The god Malak-bel of Palmyra is an 
example, attested as a messenger of Bel but existing as a deity separate to Bel/Marduk.

Wikipedia - Bel (mythology)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Bel_(mythology)

Although deity details are remarkably hazy it's remarkably easy in Palmyra to see the Phoenician 
followers of the Sabaean sky god Baal Shamaim morph into mainstream Romans.

The Phoenician Gods.
Like the Canaanites of whom they formed a branch, the Phoenicians connected their 
religion with the great powers and processes of nature. The gods whom they worshipped 
belonged essentially to the earth; the fertile field, trees and mountains, headlands and rivers 
and springs, were believed to be inhabited by different divinities, who were therefore 
primarily local, many in number, with no one in particular supreme over the rest.

It seems, however, that as time went on some of them acquired a more extended character; 
thus Ba‘al and Astarte assumed celestial attributes in addition to their earthly ones, and 
the Tyrian Melqarth combined a celestial with a marine aspect.
…
Probably like other Canaanites the Phoenicians offered worship “on every high hill and 
under every green tree”; but to judge from the allusions to sanctuaries in the inscriptions and
elsewhere, the Ba‘al or ‘Ashtart of a place was usually worshipped at a temple, which 
consisted of a court or enclosure and a roofed shrine with a portico or pillared hall at the 
entrance. In the court sometimes stood a conical stone, probably the symbol of Astarte, as 
on the Roman coins of Byblus …
…
Sometimes the god received a distinguishing attribute which indicates an association not 
with any particular place, but with some special characteristic, the most common forms are 
Ba‘al- ammān, the chief deity of Punic north Africa, perhaps “the glowing Ba‘al,” the god ḥ
of fertilizing warmth, and Ba‘al-shamēm, “Ba‘al of the heavens.”

1911 Encyclopædia Britannica - Volume 21 - Phoenicia by George Albert Cooke
https://en.wikisource.org/wiki/1911_Encyclop%C3%A6dia_Britannica/Phoenicia

Baalshamin, also called Baal Shamem and Baal Shamaim, was a Northwest Semitic god 
and a title applied to different gods at different places or times in ancient Middle Eastern 
inscriptions, especially in Canaan/Phoenicia and Syria. The title was most often applied to
Hadad, who is also often titled just Ba‘al. 

Baalshamin was one of the two supreme gods and the sky god of pre-Islamic Palmyra in 
ancient Syria (Bel being the other supreme god). There his attributes were the eagle and the 
lightning bolt, and he perhaps formed a triad with the lunar god Aglibol and the sun god 
Malakbel.

Wikipedia - Baalshamin
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ba%E2%80%98al_Shamem

Palmyra is an ancient city in present-day Homs Governorate, Syria.
…
Palmyra changed hands on a number of occasions between different empires before 
becoming a subject of the Roman Empire in the first century AD.

The city grew wealthy from trade caravans; the Palmyrenes became renowned as 
merchants who established colonies along the Silk Road and operated throughout the 
Roman Empire.

The Temple of Baalshamin dates to the late 2nd century BC in its earliest phases; its altar 
was built in AD 115, and it was substantially rebuilt in AD 131.

Wikipedia - Palmyra
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Palmyra

The 1911 Britannica found the elliptic form of significant Sabaean temples noteworthy.

Malaga Bay - Aksum Disk and Crescent
https://malagabay.wordpress.com/2022/09/25/aksum-disk-and-crescent/

In conformity with old Semitic usage, pilgrimages were made at definite seasons to certain 
deities, and the Sabaean pilgrim month, Dhū ijjatān, is the northern Dhū’l- ijja.Ḥ Ḥ

The outlines, and little more, of a few of the many temples can still be traced.

Noteworthy are the elliptic form of the chief temples in Ma’rib and irwāhṢ ; and the castle
of Naqab-al- ajarḤ  with its entrances north and south.

1911 Encyclopædia Britannica - Volume 23 - Sabaeans
https://en.wikisource.org/wiki/1911_Encyclop%C3%A6dia_Britannica/Sabaeans

irwā -Khawlān Ṣ ḥ … The most ancient structures of the site date back to the end of 8th 
century BC (part of the city walls and oval temple). Other interventions can be dated to a 
later period, like the Administrative Building, whose first phase should be dated to the 2nd 
century BC and the last one to the first centuries AD.

CSAI - Corpus of South Arabian Inscriptions
http://dasi.cnr.it/index.php?

id=dasi_prj_sit&prjId=1&corId=0&colId=0&navId=222231404&recId=64

Sirwah was, after Ma'rib, the most important economical and political center of the 
Kingdom of Saba at the beginning of the 1st century BC, on the Arabian Peninsula. irwā  Ṣ ḥ
was surrounded by a fortified wall. The city layout inside the oasis included a number of 
large buildings. … The town nevertheless remained an important centre for the Sabaeans, as
shown by the large number of temple buildings. It was also the site chosen by King Yada'il 
Dharih I to build an important temple to Almaqah about the year 700 BC.

Wikipedia - Sirwah
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Sirwah

The Pilgrimage To The Awam-Temple - Mohammed Maraqten - 2021
https://archive.org/details/mohammad-maraqten-works/2021%20The%20Pilgrimage%20to

%20the%20Awam%20Temple%20Mahram%20Bilqis/page/437/mode/1up

The Temple of Awwam … is a Sabaean temple dedicated to the principal deity of Saba, 
Almaqah (frequently called "Lord of Awwām", near Ma'rib in what is now Yemen. ʾ
…
The enclosure is defined by massive oval shaped wall that flank the peristyle hall from its 
western and eastern wings, the wall measures approximately 757 m long and 13 m high …

Wikipedia - Temple of Awwam
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Temple_of_Awwam

https://malagabay.wordpress.com/2022/09/25/aksum-disk-and-crescent/
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Temple_of_Awwam
https://archive.org/details/mohammad-maraqten-works/2021%20The%20Pilgrimage%20to%20the%20Awam%20Temple%20Mahram%20Bilqis/page/437/mode/1up
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And surprisingly enough:

The Great Zimbabwe Sabaean elliptic temple officially prospered from the 9th to the 15th century.

Great Zimbabwe is a medieval city in the south-eastern hills of Zimbabwe near Lake 
Mutirikwi and the town of Masvingo.
…
Construction on the city      began in the   9th century and
continued until it was abandoned in the 15th century.

Wikipedia - Great Zimbabwe
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Great_Zimbabwe

The curious aspect of the “round towers” in the Great Zimbabwe is their conical shape that 
echoes a Phoenician temple in Byblos and the nuraghs of Sardinia.

In 1904 Richard Hall reported that there are many similar conical towers in Zimbabwe 
which appear to have been “used for the purposes of Phallic worship”.

Malaga Bay - Theodore Bent and The Round Towers of Zimbabwe
https://malagabay.wordpress.com/2016/03/23/theodore-bent-and-the-round-towers-of-

zimbabwe/

The Phoenician associations are underlined by the ancient coins that have been found in the 
vicinity and the evidence of gold mining presented by Michael Tellinger.

Malaga Bay - Michael Tellinger
https://malagabay.wordpress.com/2016/03/21/michael-tellinger/

The 1911 Britannica also notes sacrifices and incense were offered to the gods by the Sabaeans.

Sacrifices and incense were offered to the gods. 

The names for altar (midhba ) and sacrifice (dhib ) are common Semitic words,ḥ ḥ
and the altar of incense has among other names that of mi ar, as in Hebrew.ḳṭ

1911 Encyclopædia Britannica - Volume 23 - Sabaeans
https://en.wikisource.org/wiki/1911_Encyclop%C3%A6dia_Britannica/Sabaeans

Our knowledge of the sacrifices relating to pilgrimage at the Awam-temple is quite 
limited. However, there seems to have been a certain sacrificial rite associated with the 
pilgrimage. 

In general, people in ancient Yemen performed various services and dedicated their gifts to 
the deities as a thanksgiving, sin offering, peace offering, votive offering, etc. and at the 
same time conveyed wishes that the deities grant them prosperity, fertility and health. 

Collective sacrifices took place in connection with the pilgrimages and—along with the 
burning of aromatics—at the inauguration of public buildings. Animal sacrifices are also 
well attested (Ryckmans 1993: 365- 69; Maraqten 1994: 160-77). 

The main sacrificial place (mdbh) seems to have been located in an open courtyard on the 
west side of the Northwest Gate, where huge quantities of animal bones and ash layers 
were found. The sacrifice of animals normally implies a certain rite associated with 
ceremonial meals of the pilgrimage. 

Apparently, another small sacrificial altar exists in the northwest corner of the Peristyle 
Hall (Maraqten 2015: 126-7). It is also possible that there were certain types of altars 
reserved for pilgrimages, such as the mhdrt-altar (Maraqten 1994: 169). 

The Pilgrimage To The Awam-Temple - Mohammed Maraqten - 2021
https://archive.org/details/mohammad-maraqten-works/2021%20The%20Pilgrimage%20to

%20the%20Awam%20Temple%20Mahram%20Bilqis/page/453/mode/1up?q=
%22sacrificial+altar%22+ethiopia

Pre-Islamic Arabians, especially pastoralist tribes, sacrificed animals as an offering to a 
deity. This type of offering was common and involved domestic animals such as camels, 
sheep and cattle, while game animals and poultry were rarely or never mentioned.
…
The victim's blood, according to pre-Islamic Arabic poetry and certain South Arabian 
inscriptions, was also 'poured out' on the altar stone, thus forming a bond between the 
human and the deity.
…
Human sacrifice was sometimes carried out in Arabia. 
The victims were generally prisoners of war, who represented the god's part of the victory 
in booty, although other forms might have existed. 

Blood sacrifice was definitely practiced in South Arabia, but few allusions to the practice 
are known, apart from some Minaean inscriptions.

Wikipedia - Religion in pre-Islamic Arabia
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/South_Arabian_paganism

Unsurprisingly, a sacrificial altar is found at the Sabaean temple in Yeha, Ethiopia.

Though, Contenson remarked that the existence of stelae near the Christian building is not 
paralleled by any Christian worshiping site in Ethiopia which is the custom of the pre-
Christian period as in the case of Yeha temple – where a rough stela, together with a small 
sacrificial altar, stands in front of the temple.

Aksoum (Ethiopia) : An Inquiry into the State of Documentation and Preservation of the
Archaeological and Heritage sites and Monuments

Hiluf Berhe Woldeyohannes
Université Toulouse le Mirail - Toulouse II - 2015 - English.

https://tel.archives-ouvertes.fr/tel-01341824/file/Woldeyohannes_Hiluf.pdf

The Sacred City of the Ethiopians - James Theodore Bent - 1893
https://archive.org/details/sacredcityethio01garsgoog/page/n160/mode/1up

The oldest standing structure in Ethiopia, the Temple of Yeha, is located in Yeha.

This is a tower built in the Sabaean style, and dated through comparison with ancient 
structures in South Arabia to around 700 BC. 

Although no radiocarbon dating testing has been performed on samples from site, this 
date for the Great Tower is supported by local inscriptions.

Wikipedia - Yeha
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Yeha

Back in 1893 Theodore Bent identified the Yeha sacrificial altar based upon those at Aksum.

In front of the vestibule stood two rough monoliths, at the base of one of which is an altar 
with a circular disk on it, presumably, from the analogy of those at Aksum, for receiving 
the blood of slaughtered victims.

The Sacred City of the Ethiopians - James Theodore Bent - 1893
https://archive.org/details/sacredcityethio01garsgoog/page/n164/mode/1up

Voyages and Travels to India, Ceylon, the Red Sea, Abyssinia, and Egypt
Volume III - George Viscount Valentia - 1809

https://archive.org/details/VoyagestravelsIv3Moun/page/n224/mode/1up

Nowadays, Axum sacrificial altars are no longer found at the base of every obelisk. 

King Ezana (c. 321 – c. 360) … introduced Christianity to Axum, precluding the pagan 
practice of erecting burial stelae (it seems that at the feet of each obelisk, together with the 
grave, there was also a sacrificial altar[citation needed]). 

Wikipedia - Obelisk of Axum
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Obelisk_of_Axum

A Confederate soldier in Egypt - William Wing Loring - 1884
https://archive.org/details/aconfederatesol00lorigoog/page/n415/mode/1up

Nowadays, Axum sacrificial altars are found amongst the desecrated monuments.

Mohammed and the Rise of Islam - David Samuel Margoliouth - 1905
https://archive.org/details/mohammedriseofis00margrich/page/157/mode/1up

Nowadays, Axum sacrificial altars have been retrospectively repurposed as thrones.

Fig. 5.44
The bishop’s and king’s throne, view from north. Houses can be seen on the background, 
while a gatehouse to the inner enclosure is visible on the left edge.
Note: the throne with basal and seat block on the foreground is the bishop’s throne.
(photo: adapted from Phillipson,1997: 126, fig. 171).

Aksoum (Ethiopia) : An Inquiry into the State of Documentation and Preservation of the
Archaeological and Heritage sites and Monuments

Hiluf Berhe Woldeyohannes
Université Toulouse le Mirail - Toulouse II - 2015 - English.

https://tel.archives-ouvertes.fr/tel-01341824/file/Woldeyohannes_Hiluf.pdf

Nowadays, Axum sacrificial altars are academically imagined as thrones.

The Aksumite Empire between Rome and India - Isaac Samuel - 2021
https://isaacsamuel.substack.com/p/the-aksumite-empire-between-rome

Nowadays, Axum sacrificial altars are evaluated based upon seating comfort and posture support. 

Fig. 3.7
Stone throne at the outer enclosure of the Cathedral of St. Maryam Tsion (Menagesha area) 
(Photo: Hiluf Berhe, 28/09/2014).

Fig. 5.53
Throne 3, view from west
(photo: Berhan Teka, 2010) …
In front of the seat blocks is a large shallow depression cut into the basal stone, possibly 
intended for footrests for both thrones.

Aksoum (Ethiopia) : An Inquiry into the State of Documentation and Preservation of the
Archaeological and Heritage sites and Monuments

Hiluf Berhe Woldeyohannes
Université Toulouse le Mirail - Toulouse II - 2015 - English.

https://tel.archives-ouvertes.fr/tel-01341824/file/Woldeyohannes_Hiluf.pdf

Regardless of the retrospective repurposing:

Axum sacrificial altars are still used to make offerings to the gods.

Fig. 5.52
King’s throne originally in the center is no longer visible.
Only top of the seat block of Bishop’s throne on the foreground is visible; view from 
north. The food stuff on the seat block was left by the pilgrims for birds. …
(photo: Hiluf Berhe, April 2012).
…
The King’s throne, now entirely covered by earth, was nearly 64 cm high in 1906.
The Bishop’s throne was 78 cm high, of which only 28 cm is visible today.
The seat block of Throne 13 was visible in 1906, with a total height of 42 cm aboveground 
(Ibid, 49), but now is completely covered by earth.

Aksoum (Ethiopia) : An Inquiry into the State of Documentation and Preservation of the
Archaeological and Heritage sites and Monuments

Hiluf Berhe Woldeyohannes
Université Toulouse le Mirail - Toulouse II - 2015 - English.

https://tel.archives-ouvertes.fr/tel-01341824/file/Woldeyohannes_Hiluf.pdf

As always:

Review the evidence and draw your own conclusions.
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