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Much to the dismay of the gradualist belief system Gerardus Mercator produced glorious snapshots
of the Inflating Earth in the 16th century.

Atlas sive Cosmographicae meditationes de fabrica mvndi et fabricati figvra
Gerhard Mercator, and Rumold Mercator - 1595 - Library of Congress

https://www.loc.gov/resource/rbc0001.2003rosen0730/?sp=35

Gerardus Mercator (1512-1594) was a 16th-century geographer, cosmographer and 
cartographer from the County of Flanders. He is most renowned for creating the 1569 
world map based on a new projection which represented sailing courses of constant bearing 
(rhumb lines) as straight lines—an innovation that is still employed in nautical charts.

Wikipedia - Gerardus Mercator
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Gerhard_Mercator

Mercator's European map documents how much of the British Isles fitted into a 10º by 10º box.

A modern map reveals this 10º by 10º box now contains more of the British Isles.

The relocation of the eastern boundary of the 10º by 10º box from Newport to Greenwich provides 
the basis for a back of a fag packet estimate for the horizontal inflation since [about] 1569.

Atlas sive Cosmographicae meditationes de fabrica mvndi et fabricati figvra
Gerhard Mercator, and Rumold Mercator - 1595 - Library of Congress

https://www.loc.gov/resource/rbc0001.2003rosen0730/?sp=47

A back-of-the-envelope calculation is a rough calculation, typically jotted down on any 
available scrap of paper such as an envelope. It is more than a guess but less than an 
accurate calculation or mathematical proof. The defining characteristic of back-of-the-
envelope calculations is the use of simplified assumptions.

A similar phrase in the U.S. is "back of a napkin", also used in the business world to 
describe sketching out a quick, rough idea of a business or product.

In British English, a similar idiom is "back of a fag packet". 

Wikipedia - Back-of-the-Envelope Calculation
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Back-of-the-envelope_calculation

The rough estimate suggests the horizontal inflation of the 10º by 10º box amounts to 204 km.

Newport, Wales 51°35′N 3°00′W
Greenwich 51.48°N  0.00°E

Wikipedia - Newport, Wales - https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Newport,_Wales
Wikipedia - Greenwich - https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Greenwich
Distance via Google Maps - https://www.google.com/maps/@51.7883262,-2.1130105,7z

This 204 km suggests the horizontal size of Mercator's 10º by 10º box is roughly 30% smaller.

The rough estimate also suggests the vertical inflation of the 10º by 10º box amounts to 160 km.

Land's End  50.07°N 5.72°W
John o' Groats 58.64°N 3.07°W

Wikipedia - Land's End - https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Land%27s_End
Wikipedia - John o' Groats - https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/John_o%27_Groats

Land's End to John o' Groats is the traversal of the whole length of the island of Great 
Britain between two extremities, in the southwest and northeast.
…
The straight-line distance from Land's End to John o' Groats is 603 miles (970 km) as 
determined from O.S. Grid References,[citation needed] but such a route passes over a series
of stretches of water in the Irish Sea. 
Google Earth reports a distance of 602.70 miles between the two iconic marker points.

Wikipedia - Land's End to John o' Groats
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Land's_End_to_John_o'_Groats

Overall:

Northern Hemisphere cartography conveys two curiously contradictory conclusions:

➔ Atlantic landmasses above 55º North have generally Gone South in modern times.

The cartographic evidence suggests Iceland Went South by [about] one and a half degrees 
between 1606 and 1906.

Malaga Bay - Iceland Goes South
https://malagabay.wordpress.com/2017/02/04/iceland-goes-south/

And

➔ Atlantic landmasses below 55º North have generally Gone North in modern times.

Comparing the “Dulceti” chart with a modern map provides a very good overview of how 
Western European landmass has been stretched, shaped and swivelled by the inflating Earth 
since 1339.

Malaga Bay - Alaskan Muck: Anaximander’s Cake
https://malagabay.wordpress.com/2019/07/24/alaskan-muck-anaximanders-cake/

These cartographic conclusions can't be replicated using a model of the Inflating Earth that's 
based upon symmetrical expansion.

However:

These cartographic conclusions can be replicated using a model of the Inflating Earth that 
involves individual sectors of old crust being compressed and/or stretched and/or rotated and/or 
relocated as they compete with new sectors of crust produced by the inflation process.
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In some respects the inflation of the Northern Hemisphere echoes the opening of a flower with the 
Arctic Ocean representing the central void that's created when the flower initially opens.

Blooming Flowers Timelapse - Next Observer - 22 August 2019
https://youtu.be/pZVdQLn_E5w

Malaga Bay - Alaskan Muck: The Swing State
https://malagabay.wordpress.com/2019/07/01/alaskan-muck-the-swing-state/

In the Southern Hemisphere the echo of an opening flower is a perverse antipodal opposite in the 
form of the isolated Antarctic landmass.

Malaga Bay - Southern Beech
https://malagabay.wordpress.com/2020/02/23/southern-beech/

The Southern Hemisphere extends the antipodal opposite theme to include the land to ocean ratio.

Malaga Bay - The Inflating Earth
https://malagabay.wordpress.com/2013/05/28/the-inflating-earth/

Note: The Blooming Chronology is most likely measured in decades [not million years].

The topic of antipodal opposites was enthusiastically explored in 1920 by Harry Fielding Reid.

The shapes of the various continents and seas, their relative areas, and their dispositions with
regard to each other, have always been attractive problems for geographers; and a number of
characteristics have been formulated, which have been repeated in various text books of 
geography and geology, and have thus become familiar to us all. They are: 

1. The earth can be divided into two hemispheres in such a way that nearly all the land
is concentrated in one hemisphere, and the other is nearly all covered with water. 

2. The land is everywhere opposite the water.

3. The land is concentrated around the arctic regions, and the water around the
antarctic regions. The land sends three projections towards the south, and the oceans
three projections towards the north.

5. The continents are roughly triangular in shape, pointing southward.
The oceans are roughly triangular in shape, pointing northwards.

6. The continents are divided into a northern and a southern group by mediterranean
seas; and the southern group is offset towards the east.

The Distribution of Land and Water on the Earth
Harry Fielding Reid - 1920 - Proceedings of the American Philosophical Society

https://archive.org/details/jstor-984427/page/n1/mode/1up?view=theater

Combining the antipodal opposites and Inflating Earth concepts suggests the inflation process 
pushes back against continental crust as it inflates an antipodal ocean basin.

Of 45 ‘primary’ hotspots found in most hotspot compilations
22 (49%) form antipodal pairs within observed hotspot drift limits (≤ 20 mm/yr).

Antipodal Hotspots and Bipolar Catastrophes - Jonathan T Hagstrum
Earth and Planetary Science Letters 236 (2005) 13 – 27
www.mantleplumes.org/WebDocuments/Antip_hot.pdf

For example:

The Afar-Marquesas antipodal pair has been very influential in the current era of human history.

The Ethiopia-Yemen Continental Flood Basalts … cover an area of about 600,000 km2 in 
Yemen and Ethiopia, with an estimated volume of greater than 350,000 km3. …
Burial of old surfaces by lava has preserved laterite soils in both Yemen and Ethiopia.

Wikipedia - Ethiopia-Yemen Continental Flood Basalts
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ethiopia-Yemen_Continental_Flood_Basalts

A craton is an old and stable part of the continental lithosphere, which consists of Earth's 
two topmost layers, the crust and the uppermost mantle. … Cratons are characteristically 
composed of ancient crystalline basement rock, which may be covered by younger 
sedimentary rock. They have a thick crust and deep lithospheric roots that extend as much
as several hundred kilometres into Earth's mantle. 

Wikipedia - Craton
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Craton

A large igneous province (LIP) is an extremely large accumulation of igneous rocks, 
including intrusive (sills, dikes) and extrusive (lava flows, tephra deposits), arising when 
magma travels through the crust towards the surface.

Wikipedia - Large Igneous Province
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Large_igneous_province

The Marquesas Islands are a group of volcanic islands in … the southern Pacific Ocean … 
Their highest point is … Mount Oave on Ua Pou island, at 1,230 m above sea level.
Archaeological research suggests the islands were colonized in the 10th century AD …

Wikipedia - Marquesas Islands
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Marquesas

Malaga Bay - Antipodal Hotspots and Bipolar Catastrophes
https://malagabay.wordpress.com/2020/12/01/antipodal-hotspots-and-bipolar-catastrophes/

 
These Land-Sea pairings may leave some wondering whether it's a Thin Skinned Earth after all.

Malaga Bay - The Thin Skinned Earth
https://malagabay.wordpress.com/2022/03/27/the-thin-skinned-earth/

And some may even wonder whether the electrolysis of seawater drives the Inflating Earth.

Electrolysis of water … using electricity to decompose water into oxygen and hydrogen …
Hydrogen gas … can be remixed with the oxygen to create oxyhydrogen gas …

Wikipedia - Electrolysis of Water
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Electrolysis_of_water

Oxyhydrogen is a mixture of hydrogen (H2) and oxygen (O2) … used for welding …
Oxyhydrogen will combust when brought to its autoignition temperature. …
When ignited, the gas mixture converts to water vapor and releases energy …
maximum temperature of about 2,800 °C (5,100 °F) is achieved with an exact 
stoichiometric mixture, about 700 °C (1,300 °F) hotter than a hydrogen flame in air.

Wikipedia - Oxyhydrogen
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Oxyhydrogen

Pure hydrogen-oxygen flames emit ultraviolet light and with high oxygen mix are nearly 
invisible to the naked eye ...

Wikipedia - Hydrogen
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Hydrogen

Lava may be erupted at … temperatures from 800 to 1,200 °C (1,470 to 2,190 °F).

Wikipedia - Lava
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Lava

As always:

Review the evidence and draw your own conclusions.
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