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Serendipity sends Edwin Johnson to Florence.

Florence is a city in Central Italy and the capital city of the Tuscany region.
…
Florence was a centre of medieval European trade and finance and one of the wealthiest 
cities of that era. It is considered by many academics to have been the birthplace of the 
Renaissance, becoming a major artistic, cultural, commercial, political, economic and 
financial center. During this time, Florence rose to a position of enormous influence in Italy, 
Europe, and beyond.

Wikipedia - Florence
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Florence

Edwin Johnson (1842–1901) was an English historian … made the radical claim that the 
whole of the so-called Dark Ages between 700 and 1400 A. D. had never occurred, but had 
been invented by Christian writers who created imaginary characters and events.

Wikipedia - Edwin Johnson (historian)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Edwin_Johnson_%28historian%29

Serendipity nicely surprised Edwin Johnson with the information that Corpus Hermeticum became 
suddenly “available” in Florence during 1462 after it had been officially lost for about 1,200 years.

The Hermetica are texts attributed to the legendary Hellenistic figure Hermes Trismegistus,
a syncretic combination of the Greek god Hermes and the Egyptian god Thoth.
…
The "religio-philosophical" Hermetica are a relatively coherent set of religio-philosophical 
treatises which were mostly written in the second and third centuries CE, though the 
very earliest one of them, the Definitions of Hermes Trismegistus to Asclepius, may go back
to the first century CE.
…
In 1462 Ficino was working … for his patron Cosimo de' Medici, but when a manuscript 
of the Corpus Hermeticum became available …

Wikipedia - Hermetica
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Hermetica

It was an ensemble of texts called the Hermetica that were well known to exist: They had 
been venerated by writers, such as Clement of Alexandria (d. 220 CE) and Origen (d. 
253), as an extraordinary source of inner knowing – long preceding that of Christianity.
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Early Roman Rulers [ending      with Gordian III]       are incremented by 1,180 years.
Late   Roman Rulers [beginning with Philip the Arab] are incremented by    394 years.

Malaga Bay - Sardis 12: Roman Reversal
https://malagabay.wordpress.com/2021/10/25/sardis-12-roman-reversal/

Origen of Alexandria (c. 185 - c. 253), also known as Origen Adamantius, was an early 
Christian scholar, ascetic, and theologian …

Wikipedia - Origen
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Origen

… Clement of Alexandria (c. 150 - c. 215 AD) was a     Christian theologian and philosopher 
who taught at the Catechetical School of Alexandria …

Wikipedia - Clement of Alexandria
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Clement_of_Alexandria

Edwin Johnson was also nicely surprised to discover the Medici Bank was founded in 1397.

The Medici Bank was a financial institution created by the Medici family in Italy during the
15th century (1397–1494). It was the largest and most respected bank in Europe during its 
prime. There are some estimates that the Medici family was, for a period of time, the 
wealthiest family in Europe. Estimating their wealth in today's money is difficult and 
imprecise, considering that they owned art, land, and gold. With this monetary wealth, the 
family acquired political power initially in Florence, and later in the wider spheres of Italy 
and Europe.

Wikipedia - Medici Bank
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Medici_Bank

Giovanni di Bicci de' Medici (c. 1360-1429) was an Italian banker and founder of the 
Medici Bank. 

Wikipedia - Giovanni di Bicci de' Medici
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Giovanni_di_Bicci_de%27_Medici

Cosimo di Giovanni de' Medici (1389-1464) was an Italian banker and politician who 
established the Medici family as effective rulers of Florence during much of the Italian 
Renaissance. His power derived from his wealth as a banker, and inter-marriage with other 
powerful and rich families.

Wikipedia - Cosimo de' Medici
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Cosimo_de%27_Medici

The Republic of Florence [1115–1569] … history of coups and countercoups …
The Medici faction gained governance of the city in 1434 under Cosimo de' Medici.
The Medici kept control of Florence until 1494. 
Giovanni de' Medici (later Pope Leo X) reconquered the republic in 1512.

Wikipedia - Republic of Florence
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Republic_of_Florence

Furthermore:

Edwin Johnson was pleasantly surprised to discover the iconic association of the Griffin with Gold 
appears to stretch back to Etruscan times in Florence.

Wikimedia - Florence Griffins
https://commons.wikimedia.org/w/index.php?title=Special
%3AMediaSearch&search=florence+griffins&type=image

Wikimedia - Statues of Griffins in Italy
https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/Category:Statues_of_griffins_in_Italy

Wikimedia - Reliefs of Griffins in Italy
https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/Category:Reliefs_of_griffins_in_Italy

Wikipedia - Villa Capponi (Firenze)
https://it.wikipedia.org/wiki/Villa_Capponi_(Firenze)

The observation that “most of the gold used in Europe came from Africa” provides further support 
for the suggestion the Carthaginians relocated to Europe via the Fair Promontory. 

In the fourteenth century, a hundred and fifty European states and local coin-issuing 
authorities made their own copies of the florin. The most important of these was the 
Hungarian forint, because the Kingdom of Hungary was a major source of European gold 
(until mining in the New World began to contribute to the supply in the sixteenth and 
seventeenth centuries, most of the gold used in Europe came from Africa). 

Wikipedia - Florin
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Florin

The Renaissance is a period in European history marking the transition from the Middle 
Ages to modernity and covering the 15th and 16th centuries, characterized by an effort to 
revive and surpass ideas and achievements of classical antiquity.

Wikipedia - Renaissance
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Renaissance

Malaga Bay - Sardis 10: Follow The Griffin
https://malagabay.wordpress.com/2021/10/18/sardis-10-follow-the-griffin/

Malaga Bay - The African Ditch
https://malagabay.wordpress.com/2021/01/14/the-african-ditch/

Malaga Bay - Sardis 12: Roman Reversal
https://malagabay.wordpress.com/2021/10/25/sardis-12-roman-reversal/

Mauretania is the Latin name for a region in the ancient Maghreb. It stretched from central
present-day Algeria westwards to the Atlantic, covering northern present-day Morocco, 
and southward to the Atlas Mountains.

Wikipedia - Mauretania
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Mauretania

And it's possible the Carthaginians fairly smoothly transitioned from the so-called Roman Aureus 
to the Florentine florin as they relocated to Europe.

Caracalla [emperor from 198 to 217] was born … to Septimius Severus (r. 193–211) and 
Julia Domna, thus giving him Punic paternal ancestry and Arab maternal ancestry.

Wikipedia - Caracalla
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Caracalla

The aureus was a gold coin of ancient Rome originally valued at 25 pure silver denarii. 

Wikipedia - Aureus
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Aureus

Given the date range of the Antonine Plague [165-180 AD] it’s not unreasonable to adjust 
the calendar alignment so that 220 AD equates to 1400 CE i.e. an offset of 1,180 years.

Malaga Bay - 1400 Years of Fabricated Frosts
https://malagabay.wordpress.com/2021/03/01/1400-years-of-fabricated-frosts/

The Florentine florin was a coin struck from 1252 to 1533 with no significant change in its 
design or metal content standard during that time.
… 
The fiorino d'oro of the Republic of Florence was … struck in sufficient quantities … to play
a significant commercial role … In the fourteenth century, a hundred and fifty European 
states and local coin-issuing authorities made their own copies of the florin …
…
The weight of the original fiorino d'oro of Florence was chosen to equal the value of one 
lira (i.e. a nominal silver pound of 20 soldi or 240 denari) in the local money of account 
in 1252. However, the gold content of the florin did not change while the money of account 
continued to inflate; by 1500, a florin was worth seven Florentine lire. The values of other 
countries' money continually varied against each other, reinforcing the florin's utility as a 
common measure of value for foreign exchange transactions.

Wikipedia - Florin
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Florin

Before decimalisation in 1971, the pound was divided into 20 shillings, and each shilling 
into 12 pence, making 240 pence to the pound. 

The symbol for the shilling was "s." – not from the first letter of "shilling", but from the 
Latin solidus. The symbol for the penny was "d.", from the French denier, from the Latin 
denarius (the solidus and denarius were Roman coins).

Wikipedia - Pound Sterling
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Pound_sterling

As always:

Review the evidence and draw your own conclusions.
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